
A / P t l C k ^ S f^lZOM. 
TAILINGS SPILLS 

2/8/66 River polluted, dead fish downstream of tnine since Dec. Large numbers lost 
at Hatchery. 

3/8/66 Eariy Feb. - cyanide up to 3.8 pp/m in tailings ponds. 
Feb. 25, large am't silt released. CaUed an "inadvertence." 

3/10/66 March 5, - line breaks, slurry in irrigation ditch - covers yard, (photo) 
Petty "tailings disposal remains a difficult problem," 

7/7/66 July I & 4 - four breaks, tailings in river and flood Goat Hill campground. 
Gov. Campbell warns MCA about design and construction of tailings tines, 
(see Mar 15 Letter "Enchanted Streams" "We come back and camp at Goat 
Hill." 

9/15/66 lines repaired - drop boxes added. 

Nov. 14 break in discharge line at tailings pond, effluent runs 2 hours. 

Dec. 5 - malfunctioning pipe at Turquoise Lake, five hours. 

11/17/66 

12/23/69 

Apr. 70 Field & Stream Doyle Kline article p. 5. "DGF reported fifty breaks ... 
over past five years." 

12/17/70 Letter "Why do Moiycorp's pipes break?" refers to 11/17 & 11/30 breaks. 
Suggests as possible remedy more drop boxes as at Climax mine. (cf. 6/9/77 
& 2/12/75) 

5/19/71 rubber pipes - "less susceptible to breakage" 

3/14/73 Feb.28 - minor leak 

4/24/75 July 6, 74, Jan 13, 75, April 9, 75. Spills into Red River & Goat Hiil 
Campground. 2 spills reported late, April spill not reported. Suspected 248 
fish killed. EID imposes fines, Molycorp declines penalties. 

11/13/75. July 6, 74 break reported as causing an eleven hour spill into Red River. 

7/1/76 "recent break contaminated river for several hours." 

8/19/76 pipelines being converted to 12 inches. 

1/30/77 tailings leaks are "fairly well in hand." Bob Sacrison. 

3/17/77 March 15 - one hour spill into river. 2,350 hatchery fish lost. Pipe replaced 
with old rusty pipe. 

3/24/77 March 20 - break in line, taiiings partly contained by berm, however ten 
minute spill - 500 lbs tailings - into river. 

6/9/77 In preliminaries to EID lawsuit, Molycorp refuses detailed information on 
constmction of tailings pipes prior to 74 and 75 spills. 

9116679 
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11/24/T7 

5/11/78 

8/17/78 

3/15/79 

4/26/79 

7/5/79 

4/17/80 

4/24/'80 

5/29/80 

71 u m 

3/19/81 

3/26/81 

7/16/81 

9/17/81 

11/5/81 

'82 
'83 
•84 

refers to May 10, '77 spill. 

May 8-12 inch pipes - breaks in three lines. River milky, "impossible to 
estimate amount of tailings in river. First spill in more than a year." (previous 
spiilMay 10,77) 

"effluent escaping from breaks ... have been major causes of pollution in the 
past." Gus Cordova, EID 

foam in river - oily taste in fish. From one of three discharge points. Probable 
cause is pine oil used in milling process. 

April 19 - spill into river from loosened coupling where line crosses river on a 
trestle. EID labels "severe." 

Letter - NPDES requires spill prevention plan for Pope Tailings Lake. Several 
spills during first few months of 79. 

EID and Molycorp settle over '74 and '75 spills. Molycorp pays $3,000. 

Letter - $3,000 is a reduction through plea bargaining from original $6,000 
fine. 

May 20 - break in pipe 1/4 mile west of mine entrance. Estimated ton of waste 
spills into Red River. 30 minute spill. 

July 14 spill into river at Goat Hill Gulch. Truck breaks tailings line. 
Mid June spill into Acequia del Rio Colorado flows a mile down acequia and 
also sprays trees. (PHOTO) 
Molycorp does not report acequia spill claiming spills on company land do not 
require reports. 

March 9 spill into river - 2 to 3 tons - due to wear spot in pipe near Goat 
Hill campground. EID checks river. 47th time in five years Molycorp has 
reported spills, mostly into Red River. Five spills in 1980 - four in river. 

New regulations allow EID to fine Molycorp for March 9 spill. 

July 5 break in pipe near Questa Ranger Station sprays tailings over Forest 
Service land and property of Moises Rael. Spills required to be reported to 
Water PoUution Control Bureau of the EID. 

Sept. 14. Consent decree from out-of-court settlement between Molycorp and 
EPA. Molycorp pays $31,000 to environmental fund and agrees to install 
rubber-lined pipes by time decree expires in 1983. Molycorp will also pay 
$28,000 in Federai fines and $500 to NM for March 9 spill. 

Upgrading pipelines. Rubber-lined pipes and relocation of pipes to be 
completed by '84. 

no spills mentioned in Taos News 
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3/21/85 EID will send historical summary of tailings spills that have affected the Red 
River and a summary of actions taken by EID to Questa Mayor Gaillour. 

4/25/85 mentions 3 spills in '84. 2 in river. 

4/25/85 April 22 - ton of tailings in south irrigation ditch fills it with silver-colored 
water for a mile. 2nd in south ditch this year. 
complaints about cleanup - tailings left on acequia banks wash back down into 
ditch. 

5/2/85 April 24 - 1.7 ton spill into river from old line near Cottonwood Campground. 
Molycorp hopes new 14 inch rubber-lined pipes required by consent decree to 
be installed by October 1, will solve problem. 

5/9/85 Molycorp fined 10,000 for April 24 spill. 
Moiycorp water samples taken immediately after spill show increase of 
several elements downstream of spill. Totai Mo - .05 upstream,. 19 a half 
mile downstream. 

5/30/85 Letter, re April 24 spill - "Here's a company that can spend $250 million for 
expansion but can't possibly keep their pipes from polluting our streams and 
rivers.,.." 

6/6/85 EID measurements show low levels but samples not accurate since taken five 
hours after spill. 

6/13/85 Letter - Moiycorp's industrial legacy - "they come, they strip and spill and 
they leave." 

8/8/85 EID tours Molycorp. "taiiings were found lying along river banks." 

2/28/86 Moiycorp closes for three and a quarter years. Mill reopens Oct. '89. 

8/20/87 fish survive diesel spill. 
Mike Hatch of DG&F refers to "naturally and artificially degraded 
conditions" of river. 

2/9/89 citizens request that Questa receive a share of $10,000 fines levied for spills 
that is divided between the EID and federal govemment. "We get the dump, 
we get the waste but we never see a penny of the fines." Varela. 

5/89 Mine reopens. 

10/89 Mill begins pumping slurry. 

1/18/90 Tailings line pierced - contaminates acequia 1/4/ mile. 

4/26/90 April 13 - 2,000 gallons spill into acequia and four or five acres of farmland. 
Molycorp press release on "commitment to environment" 
CARTOON - potty training 

5/3/90 April 30 - spill on four acres of farmland near downtown. 3rd. spiil in '90. 
Pipes are wearing ouL 
Molycorp environmentalist eats tailing slurry. 
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Dig and Dump letter 

5/31/90 burst pipeline dumps 1500 gallons of tailings on roads and grasslands, 
sixth tailings spill in seven months. 
Molycorp is gradually replacing entire pipeline (27 miies) wilh rubber-hned 
pipes, spreading the cost over a long period of time. 

11/29/90 Nov. 19 - seventh spill in past year - fills half mile of nearby irrigation ditch. 
Repair crews had failed to replace weak section of pipe. 
Eventually the entire line will be replaced with rubber-lined pipe. Shoemaker. 
Ditch will be cleaned with shovels to avoid damage to ditches caused by 
heavy equipment as in the past. 

12/13/90 Letter relating Nov. spill. EPA should impose fines. 

3/21/91 Fines for spills between Dec. '89 and April '90. Molycorp fined $125,000 by 
EPA in Jan. Molycorp expects to negotiate a lower fine. EID also negotiating 
fines. 
'We've fixed the pipeline," Shoemaker 

5/30/91 May 21 - Pipe coupling separates causing spill of 20,000 gallons, one of 
largest spills in mine' s history. Slurry runs 1.5 miles down Questa Citizens 
South Ditch. 
25 gallons spill into Red River (8/13/92) 
EID samples Red River. 

6/6/91 Roberto Vigil resists cleanup of May 21 spill claiming scientific analysis 
should be done before cleanup. 

8/13/92 Molycorp fined for May 21, '91 spill - $10,000 plus $10,000 for not reporting 
silver levels in tailings. Levels were 1 Ix more than allowed. 
Shoemaker hopes to negotiate lower fine. 

11/3/92 Moiycorp required to prepare discharge permit for "tailings ponds. 

4/27/93 Molycorp seeks state permit to discharge waste water from tailings ponds. 

9/19/96 Molycorp permitted to discharge taiiings into Red River. 

11/21/96 Hearings on ground water discharge permit. Residents' concems, (pipes 
cross river) and Moiycorp's precautions (launders). 
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TAILINGS DUST 

Letter - tailing dam blows pollutants to Questa High School. 
I f 

3/2/78 

8/17/78 Molycorp will use chemical stabilizers to prevent wind erosion of tailings. 

5/10/79 "Coming into Questa from Taos you can see the dust blowing off the ponds." 

Usual 70 mile visibility cut to under two miles. 

s/5/17/79 Rash of complaints and surge in patient load at Clinic because of dust. 

6/14/79 Letter - Cover tailings with topsoil and plant vegetation. 

6/21/79 Molycorp dust control program - surfactant, spigotting and revegetation. 

10/4/79 EID says no health threat posed by ponds. 

10/11/79 Company and EID studies show roadside dust is more contaminating than 
tailings dust. 

4/17/80 Dust continues to blow in spite of surfactants. Local citizens group photographs 
blowing dust. 

'5/29/80 May 24 - Dust causes ptay to be stopped at State Baseball Championship game. 
PHOTO 
EID says last analysis of dust done a year ago. 

7/17/80 Questa Village council appoints committee to meet with Molycorp officials 
about blowing dust. 
Village attomey says of dust blowing towards High School, "es una 
verguenza." 

8/28/80 Revegetation efforts described as trying to plant a garden on the moon. 

10/30/80 October 22 - Citizens meet, charge Molycorp with air pollution. Moiycorp's 
Thompson says tailings dust is only a nuisance and not a health hazard and not 

y a critical problem since spraying program began.. 

^2/5/81 Jan 30 - High winds whip up tailings. PHOTO Monitoring gauge at High 
School. Last EID report on air quality in Questa was in 1978, 

2/19/81 Feb. 10 - Dustiest day of year. Photo of dust blowing over village of Questa. 
Molycorp will spray surfactant in March. 

- 4/9/81 April 8 - Questa High School students walk out of class to protest blowing dust 
from tailings ponds. Say dust disturbs their studies. 

v ^ 16/81 April 8 - hundred QHS students march to mine. On April 7 couldn't see IOO 
yards, dust hurts eyes, damages contact lenses, interferes with athletic 
practice, they say. PHOTOS 

4/16/81 Molycorp says surfactant is sprayed daily in dry months but high winds or 
equipment can damage crust. 
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5/14/81 May 7 - Students meet with Molycorp officials, show slide show of dust. 
May i 1 - Students sit out against dust 
Report results of survey of students and teachers on he^h effects of dust, 
visitors reactions. 

6/4/81 Letter - Danger to lungs of tailing pond dust and suggestions for controlling 
dust. 

7/20/81 Resident remembers hunting rabbits and the small ponds in canyon (La 
Candita) now buried in tailings. Turquoise Lake buried. Dust problems began-
soon after tailings were dumped. 

9/17/81 School board study analyzing dust not ready. Residents accuse department of 
lack of commitment to dust problem. 

10/1/81 High School relocation considered. 
School has had dust problems since built in '68, 

11/26/81 Molycorp - dust is a problem but it will end. Whole pond will be growing grass 
8 inches high in 8 years. 

1/28/82 Jan 19 - special meeting to discuss results of tailings analysis by Colorado 
School of Mines (CSM). Study shows high arsenic levels. Questa school 
superintendent suggests moving school if dust problem is not solved. Air 
pollution monitor said to be unreliable. 

2/18/82 EID places new dust monitor at school which will measure percentage of 
particles being inhaled. Particles smaller than .0005 millimeters reach the lungs: 
larger particles are trapped by nasal passages, 
Molycorp will contact CSM to reconcile discrepancies between their respective 
studies. 

4/1/82 March 29 - heavy winds spread dust over high school. School closing was 
considered but a snowstorm cleared the air. 
School board meeting - considers retrofitting school to protect students from 
dust. 
New data from CSM shows arsenic levels at 8 pp/m instead of 400 pp/m 
originally reported. 

4/29/82 dust monitor not working. 

5/20/82 May 11- Concerned Citizens present list of requests to Questa school board: 
refund of money paid to CSM, altemate technology to control dust since 
spraying doesn't work, relocation of school at Moiycorp's expense. 

6/3/2 Letter - conflict of interest, 5 of 7 school board members work for Molycorp. 

6/10/82 '"common sense and science clash" On dust, too soon to see chronic effects. 
Monitor inadequate, only checked once in six days. 

6/24/82 Letter - Over the years in spite of Moiycorp's efforts we still had dust 
problems. This year Moiycorp's efforts have paid off, there has been no dust 
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6/16/83 Letter - to BLM re dangers of tailing site in Guadalupe Mts. Former BLM 
land, now Moiycorp's taiiings dump, is present health threat. 

9/ to/83 Molycorp promo - Cindy Stark. "Molycorp has been able to conquer its most 
overriding environmental challenge ... blowing dust." Seventy Six 

1/12/84 Letter- "incredible brownouts" - "dismptions and closure of High School. 

5/3/84 April 26 - Village Council meeting - dust reported blowing from tailings ponds 
five times in April. Leroy Apodaca of Molycorp says some days there wi l l ' . 
always be dust. 
EID responding to number of citizen complaints about dust will double its 
testing efforts. Description of monitors and time-lapse camera at high school. 
Report due in late summer '84. 

12/13/84 Letter - refutes Molycorp statement that tree planting project at mine was a 
success. Mortality rate of trees was very high. 
State personnel formeriy assigned to monitor air quality in Questa now 
employed by Molycorp. 

3/21/85 March 18 - Village Council Meeting with EID representative. EID wil! 
release in April reports on local air quality from studies in Spring/Summer of 
'84. Air samples from monitors at High School, and analysis of molybdenum 
tailings and nearby soil will be released in May. 

Molycorp rejects by memo taiiings dust proposals suggested by councilmen. 
Suggestions include spot sprinklers to keep tailings wet, early reclaiming ofthe 
area adjacent to high school, and putting tailings back into open pit. 

5/16/85 Letter - ten state and three federal air quality standards violated since 1979, 
according to EID. Moiycorp's monitoring stations have not been maintained or 
operated properly. 

5/30/85 Letter - Straighten priorities - "Here's a company that can spend $250 million 
for expansion but can't... wet down their tailings pond so the dust doesn't 
choke our children every spring." 

6/13/85 "they come, they strip and spill and they leave." 

8/8/85 Director of Instruction for Questa says.dust causes low visibility at school. 

2//86 Mine closes 

2/20/86 Your Tum - Questa will be "fighting to keep from being inundated by 
windblown tailings deposits." 

3/20/86 !(X) acres of section 36 to be capped (6 in.) Capping a temporary measure as 

opposed to reclamation. 

5/1/86 Molycorp may cap more ponds with six inches of dirt and rock. 

5/29/86 Letter - New proposed school site wrong - right on NE comer of tailing site, 
reiterates caBGel4ati«n of baseball tournament. 

act ii~rncj 
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8/28/88 Editorial "Taiiings disposal sites can devastate environment." 

8/28/88 Letter- "What a Dump" "I live near Questa and see clouds of dust from the 
tailing site.... I often wonder what is in that cloud that we breathe because 
nothing... grows...." 

/1/26/89 Letter - answers above letter. Details 1979 EPA tailings dust analysis of lead, 
zinc, copper, beryllium, cadmium, arsenic. Writer a respiratory therapist who 
saw oxygen machine filters clogged with inhalable powder. 

5/4/89 Mine reopens 

1/10/91 Letter - " . . . a beautiful windy day in Questa except for dust storm — Que 
mal, tan bonita que era Questa." 

/4/I8/91 April 10 - Middle School closes early. High winds whip up clouds of tailings 
dust. EID back to collecting samples every six days. Data on current air quality 
not available for six months. Questa may ask Unocal Foundation to move 
school. 
" . . , foundation that has the capacity to move to*ns." 

5/9/91 Letter - To ©D re dust on April 10 and sample taking and violations and fines. 

12/5/91 Mine closes. Cartoon "No more pollution/ no more jobs." 

7/29/93 EID will hold hearings on proposed regulation to control "fugitive dust" fj-om 
tailings dump. Approx. 6.5 million tons annually of mine waste pumped into 
tailings pond. 

/ 8/19/93 August 13 - Eight hour hearing. Only 2 of 5 members of EID present at 
hearing. Shoemaker says dust is no more hazardous than from a farmer's field 
and disputes a school nurse's contention that dust had blown into the school. It 
was "conceivable it may have, but that was many years ago." 
Citizens show photos to prove that capping of ponds not 90% complete as 
Molycorp contends. 

12/9/93 Dust proposal killed by EID. Mayor Gallegos was "content" with decision. 

10/12/95 Letter - "During the spring winds next year you can sample both the tailings in 
Questa . . . - with your lungs - and think for a moment about how our 
government agencies don't enforce the law, neither do they obey it." 

000781



TAILINGS SPILLS 

2/8/66 River polluted, dead fish downstream of mine since Dec. Large numbers lost 
at Hatchery. 

3/8/66 Early Feb. - cyanide up to 3.8 pp/m in tailings ponds. 
Feb. 25, large am't silt released. CaUed an "inadvertence." 

^ /3 /10 /66 March 5, - line breaks, slurry in irrigation ditch - covers yard, (photo) 
Petty "tailings disposal remains a difficult problem." 

v^/7/66 July 1 & 4 - four breaks, tailings in river and flood Goat HiU campground. 
Gov. CampbeU warns MCA about design and constmction of tailings lines, 
(see Mar 15 Letter "Enchanted Streams" "We come back and camp at Goat 
Hill." 

9/15/66 lines repaired - drop boxes added. 

Nov. 14 break in discharge line at tailings pond, effluent mns 2 hours. 11/17/. 

\2l2il69 Dec. 5 - malfunctioning pipe at Turquoise Lake, five hours. 

Apr. '70 Field & Stream Doyle Kline article p. 5. "DGF reported fifty breaks ... 
over past five years." 

J l l l l i n O Letter "Why do Moiycorp's pipes break?" refers to 11/17 & 11/30 breaks. 
Suggests as possible remedy more drop boxes as at Climax mine, (cf. 6/9/77 
& 2/12/75) 

5/19/71 rubber pipes - "less susceptible to breakage" 

3/14/73 Feb.28 - minor leak 

^/ '4/24/75 July 6, 74, Jan 13, 75, April 9, 75. Spills into Red River & Goat Hill 
Campground. 2 spills reported late, April spiil not reported. Suspected 248 
fish killed. EID imposes fines, Molycorp declines penalties. 

11/13/75. July 6, 74 break reported as causing an eleven hour spill into Red River. 

7/1/76 "recent break contaminated river for several hours." 

pipelines being converted to 12 inches. 

tailings leaks are "fairly well in hand." Bob Sacrison. 

8/19/76 

1/30/77 

V^3/17/77 March 15 - one hour spiU into river. 2350 hatchery fish lost. Pipe replaced 
with old msty pipe, 

v^24 /77 March 20 - break in line, tailings partly contained by berm, however ten 
minute spill - 500 lbs tailings - into river. 

6/9/77 In preliminaries to EID lawsuit, Molycorp refuses detailed information on 
constmction of tailings pipes prior to '74 and 75 spills. 
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11/24/77 

^/11/78 

8/17/78 

3/15/79 

4/26/79 

7/5/79 

4/17/80 

4/24/'80 

^29/80 

717/80 

3/19/81 

3/26/81 

N/7 /16 /81 

9/17/81 

11/5/81 

'82 
'83 
'84 

refers to May 10, 77 spill. 

May 8-12 inch pipes - breaks in three lines. River milky, "impossible to 
estimate amount of tailings in river. First spill in more than a year." (previous 
spill May 10, 77) 

"effluent escaping from breaks ... have been major causes of pollution in the 
past." Gus Cordova, EID 

foam in river - oily taste in fish. From one of three discharge points. Probable 
cause is pine oil used in milling process. 

April 19 - spill into river from loosened coupling where line crosses river on a 
trestle. EID labels "severe." 

Letter - NPDES requires spill prevention plan for Pope Tailings Lake. Several 
spills during first few months of 79. 

EID and Molycorp settle over 74 and 7 5 spills. Molycorp pays $3,000. 

Letter - $3,000 is a reduction through plea bargaining from original $6,000 
fine. 

May 20 - break in pipe 1/4 mile west of mine entrance. Estimated ton of waste 
spills into Red River. 30 minute spiU. 

July 14 spill into river at Goat Hill Gulch. Truck breaks tailings line. 
Mid June spUl into Acequia del Rio Colorado flows a mile down acequia and 
also sprays trees. (PHOTO) 
Molycorp does not report acequia spill clainning spills on company land do not 
require reports. 

March 9 spill into river - 2 to 3 tons - due to wear spot in pipe near Goat 
Hill campground. EID checks river. 47th time in five years Molycorp has 
reported spills, mostly into Red River. Five spills in 1980 - four in river. 

New regulations allow EID to fine Molycorp for March 9 spiU. 

July 5 break in pipe near Questa Ranger Station sprays tailings over Forest 
Service land and property of Moises Rael. Spills required to be reported to 
Water Pollution Control Bureau of the EID. 

Sept. 14. Consent decree from out-of-court settlement between Molycorp and 
EPA. Molycorp pays $31,000 to environmental fund and agrees to install 
mbber-lined pipes by time decree expires in 1983. Molycorp wUl also pay 
$28,000 in Federal fines and $500 to NM for March 9 spill. 

Upgrading pipelines. Rubber-lined pipes and relocation of pipes to be 
completed by '84. 

no spills mentioned in Taos News 
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3/21/85 

4/25/85 

'4/25/85 

/ : 5/2/85 

5/9/85 

5/30/85 

6/6/85 

6/13/85 

8/8/85 

2/28/86 

8/20/87 

2/9/89 

5/89 

10/89 

1/18/90 

4/26/90 

5/3/90 

EID will send historical summary of tailings spills that have affected the Red 
River and a summary of actions taken by EID to Questa Mayor Gaillour. 
mentions 3 spills in '84. 2 in river. 

April 22 - ton of tailings in south irrigation ditch fills it with silver-colored 
water for a mile. 2nd in south ditch this year. 
complaints about cleanup - tailings left on acequia banks wash back down into 
ditch. 

April 24 - 1.7 ton spill into river from old line near Cottonwood Campground. 
Molycorp hopes new 14 inch mbber-lined pipes required by consent decree to 
be installed by October 1, wiU solve problem. 

Molycorp fined 10,000 for April 24 spill. 
Molycorp water samples taken immediately after spill show increase of 
several elements downstream of spill. Total Mo - .05 upstream, .19 a half 
mile downstream. 

Letter, re April 24 spill - "Here's a company that can spend $250 million for 
expansion but can't possibly keep their pipes from polluting our streams and 
rivers...." 

EID measurements show low levels but samples not accurate since taken five 
hours after spUl. 

Letter - Moiycorp's industrial legacy - "they come, they strip and spill and 
they leave." 

EID tours Molycorp. "tailings were found lying along river banks." . 

Molycorp closes for three and a quarter years. Mill reopens Oct. '89. 

fish survive diesel spill. 
Mike Hatch of DG&F refers to "naturally and artificially degraded 
conditions" of river. 

citizens request that Questa receive a share of $ 10,000 fines levied for spills 
that is divided between the EID and federal govemment, "We get the dump, 
we get the waste but we never see a penny of the fines." Varela. 

Mine reopens. 

Mill begins pumping slurry. 

Tailings line pierced - contaminates acequia 1/4/ mile. 

April 13 - 2,000 gallons spill into acequia and four or five acres of farmland. 
Moiycorp press release on "commitment to environment" 
CARTOON - potty training 

April 30 - spill on four acres of farmland near downtown. 3rd. spill in '90. 
Pipes are wearing out. 
Molycorp environmentalist eats tailing slurry. 
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Dig and Dump letter 

5/31/90 burst pipeline dumps 1500 gallons of tailings on roads and grasslands, 
sixth tailings spill in seven months. 
Moiycorp is gradually replacing entire pipeline (27 miles) with rubber-lined 
pipes, spreading the cost over a long period of time. 

11/29/90 Nov. 19 - seventh spill in past year - fills half mile of nearby irrigation ditch. 
Repair crews had failed to replace weak section of pipe. 
Eventually the entire Hne will be replaced with mbber-lined pipe. Shoemaker. 
Ditch will be cleaned with shovels to avoid damage to ditches caused by 
heavy equipment as in the past. 

12/13/90 Letter relating Nov. spill. EPA should impose fines. 

3/21/91 Fines for spills between Dec. '89 and April '90. Molycorp fined $125,000 by 
EPA in Jan. Molycorp expects to negotiate a lower fine. EID also negotiating 
fines. 
'We've fixed the pipeline," Shoemaker 

5/30/91 May 21 - Pipe coupling separates causing spill of 20,000 gaUons, one of 
largest spills in mine' s history. Slurry mns 1.5 miles down Questa Citizens 
South Ditch. 
25 gallons spill into Red River (8/13/92) 
EID samples Red River. 

6/6/91 Roberto Vigil resists cleanup of May 21 spill claiming scientific analysis 
should be done before cleanup. 

8/13/92 Molycorp fined for May 21, '91 spill - $10,000 plus $10,000 for not reporting 
silver levels in taUings. Levels were 1 Ix more than allowed. 
Shoemaker hopes to negotiate lower fine. 

11/3/92 Molycorp required to prepare discharge permit for tailings ponds. 

4/27/93 Molycorp seeks state permit to discharge waste water from tailings ponds. 

9/19/96 Molycorp permitted to discharge tailings into Red River. 

11/21/96 Hearings on ground water discharge permit. Residents' concems, (pipes 
cross river) and Moiycorp's precautions (launders). 
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Environmental 
impacts 

1965: Molybdenum 
Corporation of 
America Gater 
"Molycorp") begins 
operating a massive 
open pit strip-mine east 
of Questa, with a 
sluny pipeline running 
8 miles along the Red 
River to supply tailings 
waste ponds just west 
of town . . 

1966: US Dept. of 
Health, Education & 
Welfare finds that 
overaU water quality of 
the Red River is 'good 
to exceptional' 

Taiiings pipe break 
spills thick mine slurry 
into urigation ditch, 
yards and gardens 

Cyanide up to 3.8 
ppm, lethal to trout, is 
*decanted' from 
tailings ponds into Red 
River 

1968: Turquoise 
Lake' tailings pond is 
stocked with 2,000 lbs 
of trout, many of 
which die on eve of 
facility's dedication 

1970: NM Dept. of 
Game & Fish (DGF) 
reports 50 breaks in 
tailings pipes over past 
five years 

1971: US 
Environmental 
Protection Agency 
(EPA) determines that 
water quality in the 
Red River remains 
good, except for 

yr 

contamination from 
breaks in tailings 
pipeline 

1974: EPA finds 
elevated molybdenum 
concentrations in 
vegetation along Red 
River and Rio Grande 

1975: Molycoip pays 
State compensation for 
kill of 248 rainbow 
trout 

1976: NM 
Environment Dept 
documents . . 
contamination of 
private wells by mine 
tailings pond seepage 

1977: 2,350 Red River 
hatchery fish are lost 
after tailings spill 

1979: EPA analysis 
shows that dust blown 
over Questa from 
tailings dimip contains 
lead, cadmium, arsenic 
and mercury 

State BasebaU 
Championship game in 
Questa is halted 
because of tailings dust 
storm 

1981: Questa High 
School students march 
to Molycorp to protest 
tailings dust; school 
relocation is considered 

47^ reported tailings 
spill in past five years; 
Molycorp is ordered to 
upgrade tailings pipes, 
pays $31,500 fine 

1982: EPA smdy 
concludes that the Red 

River is substantially 
impaired from metals 
loading, with acute 
levels of arsenic, 
cadmium and silver 

1983: 1,600 ft deep 
open pit closes, leaving 
500 acres of waste 
rock dumps containing 
328 million tons of 
acid-generating 
material 

1985: Molycorp is 
fined $10,000 for 
tailings spill into Red. 
River 

1987: during mid-
1980s, water in the 
Red River is turned 
'electric' blue by 
suspended aluminum 
compounds 

1990: At least seven 
tailings pipe spills take 
place, many to 
irrigation ditches 

1993: elevated levels of 
iron, manganese and 
zinc are found in 
monitoring wells 
below tailings ponds 

1994: NM Water 
Quality Control 
Commission reports 
that metal-contaminated 
seeps adjacent to the 
mine have "rendered 
[the river] dead for at 
least 8 miles" 

1995: Amigos Bravos 
sues Molycorp under 
federal Clean Water 
Act over acid, metal-
laden drainage from 
waste rock dumps 
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1996: NM 
Envbonment Dept. 
report concludes that 
mine Acid Rock 
Drainage (ARD) is 
having the greatest 
poUuUon impact on the 
Red River, with the 
potential to 
progressively worsen. 
The Red is one of the 
most severely metal-
loaded streams in New 
Mexico 

1998: 30th anniversary 
of 'Turquoise Lake', 
now a 65-acre dry 
tailings site, the cause 
of frequent dust storms 

" ^ EPA report confirms 
that a hydrologic 
coimection between 
waste rock dumps and 
contaminated seeps has 
been "adequately 
established" 

1999: NM Office of 
Natural Resources 
Trustee scientists find 
a substantial increase 
in metals loading in 
Red River downstream 
of the mine site, with 
much of the increase 
(especiaUy in 
aluminum) having 
occurred in the 1980s, 
consistent with ARD 
generation by the mine 
waste rock dumps 

2000: while the mine is 
in operation, over 
100,000 gallons per 
day of contaminated 
groundwater is 
coUected in 
underground workings 
and pumped to the 
tailings ponds, which 

already have elevated 
levels of lead, zinc and 
copper 
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•.'The''lady tn tha fo'o'ale IB working hard nt RottinR rid o f 
iom« 6X0611 .water In the raft, thd oarsman warily eyoa tho 

' rlvfir Ahead and the do? In the atom lookH tike ho wlihos ho ' 

wni burylnff ft bone on d r y jand, This Inlo/cstlnff ncone 
oftmo during tli« annual Hlo drimd vVhlttr Watitr ItafcuB ' 
noarPUarSimday (May 13). , _ . 

lYs. fttam«Bttngwllhcrlrnlnal]uatlcB 
il ling officmiiFrldaytMayifl), 

hey Until leparnte quartora for 
aoi Juvetillas aro conBtruotod,, the 
lon , county ' J a i l • remalnit on 

• prbhntlonai-y itatun wi th , the 
Justice Departnient. 

In a flurprlflo move, the Com-
mlaslon cllori economlo reaaonii 
for a roRoliitlon to pull out of Uiu 
metro squad, *««^' ' •"•™"̂ .> " --

Under a Joint powers 
agroement with tho town and tho 
district attorney *a office, the 

-coiinty-hfti)-«ontrlbuted-a-thlrd of 
trie coBt of mulntiUnlng the sqund, 
a criminal ItivuHtigatlon Rmiip 
formed several yeara nfjo, 

The CommlflBlon han reportedly 
been dlsBatlsfled with Its nhare of 
flervtcea received from tho squad, 

/out and With, the district attorney's 
she , office that oversees IL 

' One commlasloner aald before 
the meeting that the county might 
look Into obtaining Ua own legal' 
representation, ratiier than using 
ths district attorney's services. 

—Tno"com|nlflalon moved t a give-

ded 
intvU 
and 
and 
vitn 
inBi 

Ion> 
om-

ires 
• ont 
rate 
lies 
s' to 
ury 

I. I t 

per 

- District Attorney MiirKiirol l.amb 
. Ihe requln^d IK) diiy'H noliro of IU 

intentlonlo wUhilrnw. 
Plann for luuilhi'r iKipcdfiir 

cdunty fnclllly HIMO rccolvod n 
BOtbftck. IGd UoHiinliiTK, dlrncrldr 
of \Ai Tualfth AlcmHilhin Cciitor, 
said that a HIUIO gnitU <tf JKIt.cxin 
for opnrating oxpcriMHH ctmjjl tnjl 
be handed nvnr IIIIICHH thu 

^^prnposod strucltiro IM built nn 
counly ownnd Innd, 

ProBont planH {iiill foi-flnunclal 
nHslHtanco from Ihr I'linnty to 

nilim prohibit tho county from •, Monloya tnpiirHiio Ihf rniUliiPthlH 
building on land ll dooti nnl own. week, 
Ilommhergiiiild, 

Uormnborg iind Pat 'Hoymnn, 
who hiNids Ihv MtMitiil I leallh 
Cdunrll which (f^(M'»«os 
urrnitl i ih, Htatiid they hiid ttx-
pkinid iivtiry iivimiid In Huoklng 
f\\w\n to pUM t̂irtM" llm nnudiMl 
iinartcr in:ri< ot ground, 

Montoyii-toid Iho cnmnilHslon, 
"I'l'fbapn w)i can ptTsuade, 
Mtilvin Welmi-r to h'l UH have a 

On Ihi' hrlKhl MI'IC. iwii brand 
new biiHiihall flcldH iniiy ba rciuty 
for UHi" In .liily, mworillriK tn iin 
optlmlHtlr ntpfjrl front Di;! 
Torrr>7., ffilcriil prn^niniH 
director, 

^^ll' purchiiM*' 'if Mi'Vcii ncr(,'H of 
level liind ncjir tliii Shr'rtff'H ['n.iHfi..u 
rodeo urciiA rroni' Wi-lincr for-
SÎ .RDO per m'ri- In Jjolng. aJonK,. 

' Hnioothty,- Torr't'7: mild. He uiho 

" .' 

.. 

~r̂  
a'" • ' -

* 

' • • - , ^ : -

" '.̂  

• - ' ' ' K 

\ • \ 

. ™ . . 

' » 

' ( 

- - - - • 

• • ' - ' . 

• ' - \ 

«miill ple('i! of land adlitct-nl to llie 
bulldn-thrWK.hritmom dry Ins oiil--lwo unruj- p^^^ml..-bl^hlnd-„Ulu liua—an_,..inIorimU_..,t'OI]JtrLlltIli'Jli 
faciiily on Ibn KfinndH of 1 loly (•Flurlhoi!«i> we are nt'KiiUallnK In from Welmer to Holl the county n 
CroBB HosplliU. Hliilc Hc|iiiftniiMit buy." _ - ' two iic '̂e wedf;e bctwi'cri the two 
of P^Uinnce and AdiulnliUMiflnn The comrTiJitNinn InMtrueled ai'eait at ii future duta. ' 

\ • * . 

Sprayer on job af Moly 
QUIC9TA - Everything Ium Is wpraylng a diml MUpproBsant on 

blown over at Mnlycorp; biHl mine tidllngRT 
week's winds havo ubiitcd. und Any toxic wffocli of tlio 'f)ar 

"thtrdolayod agrtfiiltiirnl nprayor - t t r lps r which hlewlnto the town of-
_ Questa. causing o raah of corn-

public relatlntis HpokeHman. The 
machine is layinc down a sur
factant, or MuHt vSUppreHflaht, 

- w hlolv- f or mB-.u—tiTUStiiivoc—iho. 

•'-: t 

'B^M^^ '̂̂ Cdbihet to visit 
o n Fourth Judicial District > ^ » ^ * ^ •• ' * ^ ^ "̂  ̂  y ^ ^ - ^ 
.gaa th? next day, Thuriday, ; : aov i Bruce King wllf bring Boveral key 

•Ĥ A - > <,.'.. '„; ^.. ,, ^ , ..-oahlnet members to Taos June 6 for a fund-
the charges were bne-flve raising event for state Sen, C B . Trujlllo, D-
counts of- receiving ftolen JTabs-Mora.San Miguel. 

le servtJd conseoutively, and - 'King and his cabinet will swing through 
a year sentence for. the at> Taos County as part of a statewide effort to 
•ak. ^^'.'/^'^Ski'. '->€!̂ ,*r̂  .:i,i;,5,;_tirlngatate government to the people, 
• been'ln'.T^M db imtp ja l l * "TrujUlo will be honored at a $2B-a-plate, 
ln.AuguaUJMJ^^tf-the'two ;atar-studded dinner at Kachlna Lodge. 

ed:aIl.buttheIeiu^,montn«,.^,.^;;f _., . i - ^ ^ f̂eĵ .̂̂  j , . : - - .. -Ireadyserved.^:^j;^W^i^.^;^,'-" 
4^Aprobatl6n t6tiwvt$iti~M-
. iiiay:'&orbfvnp^d"Tu. 
diiBngEHaTttmef 
- » - ' ^ f ' ' "•' 

- 1 ^ ^ 

. J!•Jl.''w::s^3e:-.^-^-

'l^ahueVO. 'J'Tav6'*TrujHlo,'a former Taos 
tunty ffalt* chairman convicted In 1978on a 
lifiiiiCaSfgravatedlbaltorvIw.lILBtar^ln 

^prlSbnt'desptte an attempt last week by hia 
^ • | ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ B f ^ » t t o n i « y to get thom'an flnjed on probation. - • 

^ n m t n : i C T e O T J ^ r o a o T ^ ^ ^ ^ a a-io year 
IS one oftBTNaw IM^jdowittolkaentencSTTHnaed " " ' d o w ^ 
'afdrws 
it^BaiB?. 

itetnffWnttSi;iVuJlllo;ha(J-broken-condltlonB-o( hlB-two-
^ • • *'Utat?iy«iir p roUt lon aet Iri May, m S . .:;:-;i\;-: • •:; 

' '!.Tri(]mb'>led;gumy-t6 Uie:battery charge 
- " t f : |Wl i av inS i i lOT^S r - M a y l"̂ ^ ln:dlBtriot odurl In Taos. He waa 
*dlfe«H»iBafcH>iJl»*r^irom rplacedi^ Wlth^ ĵthe 

•wkVirW*^^4*4*i.#i.^:..^jl^ondItlort'wat.;ne:n6tdrtnk or .gojn to^M^ 
l e l t i i f l i s h n f t h t m a r w u S ' U q l i i j r ^ M ^ i M 
, , ^ D l « t « c ™ t t i > r n g y - M a r g a r e t ? t a m b ^ O T 

iBhibr'ttaetfc6^WKBHar^;-^*fid?'<!p6U 

Utlllngs (hat HhouUI lani a year or 
more. ' ' . ' ' ' " 

Mt iH doinR what It wan tested to 
plaints and a nurge in the patient 
load at the Questa Health Clinic, 
win hot be Uriq)Pir'r5r'TfflveTai'7do,'' Thomp«oij.^i«nl(l.-The^ jiub- - -
weeks.* v . / ;,: ^ .)•« • ;•'„'' stanCo. of whirh Molycorp Hinr* 

SampIftH of the tailings and of purchased BS.OOfl gallons, ' has 
roMlduni dust at Questa High' been toatcd by-tho Burenu of-
Hchool wore taken May B by Mlnea. ; 
Warren fil&do of the state Air VTho Job of siirfnclng all the 
Quality Division. He said they are 'Halltngs should take-two weeks, 
undargolng l a b o r a t q n y l ^ l y a l s ^aftor^ which, the'^"Bprayer will 
for heavy metala riH^M^ead. '^/continue repeating ihevpmcess 
zIno and cadmlum^BpdoeB n o t / i ^ r b u g h the fall, halting only 
expect the reaulta berorethe end—?wKen.:fWtnter-,8now8.- cover - Ihe- . - . 
of the month, v;.-"';;;-, !,;irr|(^^g^mat6Hal,BaldThomps6nV>^^^^ ^̂^ , 

''>:- Although an air quality monftoF^i^^he tractor-ritilled Bprayer was ; ^ j . ' * 
had been Installed .at therhlgh ^ordered se'vcralmonthfl ago. but a i ^ \ 

7«h6ol By^tlto-TlCnvh'onmenfiiH—trueNe 
Improvtfntjpat^^lVlsJQnnyVHho^deH^ 
'»niples_were' '6i)iBli)ed a t ' t h l ^ & l n d B h a d a b a t t f R . ' ^ ^ i ^ ^ 

'^^TghTHlHe^windstbrm'beiJati'ife^^Arit^^^ ,>t>rogi!al_ 
b(La:r;-Jii»mmurilcatlohspreak«,4-m • ilhlopso 

• dowifi'^lade:' aaiditflfihoSlllJW^l&nting.fiTftBB 1̂  undorj^ny-iytat 
5onneI-'ate :nbtt^'being;iflby^«i^^i?r;iaBt.\^^^ c^ 

•"i«̂ 6iftfS«Ofĉ =̂ oag«tMft6haHi!w<y'8ra 
.^ColjectsS^rii^ 

^MolyiJorpStalllilgBlp: 

j ^ . ' ^ ' ' ' . * i : * •*••!«••&"•'»:'J)' ' ' 'V'iM>ie.'ifX^iJ'J>f'j«<'-—"T-.; 
»*^- i fW^; ;^ 
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en 
TT^ETA''yt;.^•KWfiTh'J^»flay. i U y l * . Il»* 

^ I j ^ - ; j ; ^ ; , - , . r -

fn the wind.,. 
P l a y w a s s t o p p e d s e v e r a l t i m e s S a t u r d a y 
(May 24) In the S t a t e AA B a s e b a l l C h a m 
pionship g a m e b e t w e e n Q u e s t a a n d H a t c h 

(Ha tch won) b e c a u s e of low vlslblllly 
caused by b lowing dus t . The Qufcala 
Volunteer F i re D e p a r t m e n t tried to wa te r 

down the a r t a a r o u n d the flfrld, but a s thia 
photoffraph from n e a r Q[jejila .Junior-Sfenior 
Hl;;h ^t.Y\(yA Khow.i. Ihf̂  dust waB r o m i n g 

from Moiycorp ' s laihriff rx/r.ii j jvl -jur^t f 
Ujwn. Hijjh windh fUrr^.'i -.p 'r.*- :;iil;ri;;i t, 
m i d m o r n i n g . 

Molycorp's tailings bio w, spill in river 
Qt-IESTA — Molybdenum milling waste flowed 

Into the Red River and tailings pond dust blew 
across the Sunshine Valley near here lasl week! 

The.spill . May 20, was caused by a break in a 
lalilngs pipe about a quarter-mile west of the mine 
•ntrjince. It was es t imated that a ton of waste 
-pilled Into the Red River ' '̂ -e 30 minutes twfore 
'iie break was repaired. 

The dust was-caused by ..jgh winds, Saturday 
••tny 241. whipping across the a rea we'-( f Qupsta 

where Molycorp maintains .several "pond-i" which 
allow the lalHnga slurry to st t t le, so water u.sed In 
[he process can be put back Into Ihe P^d PJver. 

The dust caused play to be delayed several tlmea 
In the State AA Baseball Tournament at Questa 
Hifih School. Several baseball fans blamed the 
tallinps [>ond3 for the dust, but the stale Environ
mental Improvement Division had received no 
complalnlB by Monday (May 28!. 

Molycorp has used a chemical spray on the ponds 
in Tin f-ffort tn stop du^t from hln-j-ir-.' 

Ken Har^lJi of the KITJ tjlUct: in Santa Fe Raid air 
quality rnonilor.s remain near the hlj;h Bchool. but 
the aj^enf.y has had trouhle finding anyone to check' 
them and change fdters. 

- He said the last chemical analyses on the dust 
wt re done about a year ago. TTiose analyses 
rc -d no senous health hazards, EID reported. 

Cordova, head of Taos ' EID office, was on 
leave May 2fj when the spill occurred. He said he 

around If.e pipe. He .^aid .')•• r.'.,'..'..••'i ,'..i L'.'.j.f. t 
the fiplll already had been rtjy..r-.-': 

Molycorp spokesman I>^-xjs Tw>rr.jj*.-jr. '.'. .=i,-r 
Fe said rriost of Ihe mill;.-.g taJir.gf •Aert "jiiKci*. 
in shelves near the mill i;aTe * Tf-fc kfir.r.^r.ir.'/l 
a lready muddy ar.d vve added lo thai i'i-r.i'i:r^*^ U 
a few mllca," Thomphon haid 

He said Eir.». the I'.S Er.i-ir !T.al l-,'o'.*-ctJC 
Agency, the L" .S Burt-au of \jx:. iAr.it-^^-n.fni ar 
the state Game and P'lsh Dfp;inmem -*!-.-»- r/iliflt 

000789

http://iAr.it
http://iAr.it


A O S I M t W b I h u n O M ^ , A u g . 1 U ; 1 » W J « / ' ^ . 

ypTOpo»eafBUiiei~r9^]aiioif:'t6 
—4<iSHalPa iVbbiw:iftu.9tfrbm-rhol--

.:; | b c l M m tailings ttt ti hearing 

";r:;Mirmie officials, calliB*d:the?': 
_ ' tropSbed . re. ulatioh' "uhen-"' 
;.^ fbrqeiable"'̂  and .^uhneceBsarily^r 
"^ya|iie^andambiirud\iB;"- : -— 

•; -Rep'resenttftives ' ,of Con-
+:*v-cernetJ-Citi.:t:fu dei Norte — a - ; 

, jQUesta environmental group : 
^ i—,8a id" the pronoaed law did 

- ^ ^ o r B T f a r s n o G g ."and oTrered. 
• > more reitrictive regulation.. •̂, 
-'•', Ripley ;Harwood,.a lawyer^ 

for the -State environment 
.department — ^"hich proposed 

- the regula.. .. - called the 
proposal "a tailored approacb" 
that says a.mine opc^ ir c. , 
Mb whatever you wa" as lo g 
Bs" vou don't—step on yo...-

'4ioighbor's toes." 
i Bill Blankenship ofthe state 
Environment department's air 

-iQuality-diyi!.. , ,-"aid the effect:; 
' o f t h e lav may well come down 

n- to the "ei.rorcement strategy," 
: ; admitting • thtvr:,:Vfimited 
; »M»ourcflS.,of. the environment: 

jidepaTtment' may undermine-

said.-poiri'tinigtoa-pho'to. - ' - j ^ . 
He denied an asgeftio^n m a 

~TTlur6%T" '̂5r7"dii¥t had' 
hln'winjT infh "n nVarKy 

gs-

hssn 

from molybdenum, '. •; 'we wait until j t dries, it's going 
Questa_JiInyor----Lawreii^ —-. 

Golle"̂ 6's gave testimonyTunah"-?:- • .Thi^n vi ron m en to H m pWJve^ 
•^^ : . j m o u ^ l y - ^ p p r o v e d - V - ^ h ( p n l . ^ - T f f ^ ^ acts'as'fl quosrju- . 
saymg-r^.at.-._:^wa8~:la?e.?ounj;ilthaLweigbed^ — 
le it mfty have, but' behalf of,,Molycorp. Gallegos; .: '-. -:; .•.--: .^; - '--
any years afro!"-'^ W said the proposed regulation is ' • ^ • ^ ^ ^ • • • • • ^ ^ • H 

school, 
"conceWflble 
that was many ^ „_.... 

"If there's a little-bifof dttirt-
that blows off the property, it's 
no-problern,"-he-saTdr"If'dn8t7 
blows into a school or if we're • 
dusting out the ' commxinity,'̂  
then it so problem.| 

JuanMontet(rlQ^'w rgu^ 
' . ' . ShoamakorovercompB 

the envirofiTnei".^! improve
ment board were present at 
the eight-hour hearing here, 
Heoring officer Willinm 
Brancard said the earliest pos
sible decision on the regulntion 
won't take place until tho 
board's next meeting, Sept. 10. 

The regulation at issue — 
^'AQCR ni2" — would not al
low "emis-sions from molybde
num mine tailings to unrea
sonably interfere with the pub
lic welfare, visibility or the rea
sonable use of property," nnd 

he regulfltion if approved.;.. / • J J ' setsii standard thnt "no visible 

BobMenuinger 

With Molvcorp preslde'il David 
efforts- cap tailing!; ponds. 

Dnvid Shoemaker, presiHont 
ofMolycorp — the mining com
pnny which operates the tail-
inj;s ponds near Questa that 
arc the target of the proposed 
regulntion — admitted "if not 
properly controlled, tho dust is 
(,'oinfj to blow," But he said he 
foit his compnny wos being 
"singled out" by the regulation. 

"We don't see a problem 
with regulations," Shoemaker 
siiid, "so long os,they're reason-
nblo ond npply to every 
mnterinls hnridlcr in the state 

"SFoeiriaker " s a i d ^ ^ oly corp 
. "is absolutely concerned about 

the health of the citizens of 
Questa." The fact thnt Moly-. 

•' corp has spent _$4 r: llion ,in _ 
"capping" the tailings ponds, 
he snid, was proof of that^com-.^ 
mitment." • - •• — _ 

"We don't, understand why 
the state is proposing this 
regulation when'we've taken 
steps to control" blowing dust, 
Shoemaker said. 

But lawyers for the Questa 
environmentalists downplayed 
Moiycorp's "capping" efforts. 
They presented recent ' pho
tographs • which, they said,-
refute Shoemaker's—assert ion— 
that capping efforts were **90 
percent complete." ' .- ;?;" 

'The time for voluntary, 
compliance is over,*' Wilfred:' 
Rnel of Questa said. He sug-

'lO'years too late" and that "a-
diligent-effort has been shown 
fronrMolycorp tiJ'cftnlrbnh'e^ 

.tailings dust from their dams.". 
Moiycorp's Shoemaker said 

his company hnd completed its—" 
capping efforts at the tailings 
site. • 

"Wfe're • a "catch-22 with 
further r .nation," he said. 
"U*s too weL Cogetour tncks i r i ' 
there to do more capping, but if 

SfJHH! 

Sunday 

1993t:HITCD-RlTE 
ART AUCTION 

oH.NTonit: injiiidc- inEii/iDMisswN 
SATURIMV Preview iS: Silent Aiirtioii; Nnon-9 p.m. 
Ai ; ( J l lS ' r2 l Kt!a']ifinri: 7 -9 p.ni. 

•I'N I M M Preview 6c Silent Auction: 10 ii.m.-^l p.m. 
1-4 p.m. {•lUllilimiFIIHMI 

'There's not.much incentive 
^ » - a deterrent if -there's no 
;.ijprobabnity of enforcement," 
v^lankehshlp said., 
' Only two of five members-of 

emissions of fugitive dust 
shall occur in excess of five 
minutes per hour for one 
observational hour or, 20 min
utes per day." 

We're not tho only generator. - gostod the proposed - regtila— 
/ • • • a t i n t U n - I n * . . . •• ^ " ^ f inn 'a I n n m i n r r a Via n'unAnrlA>1 Vî 'r" of dust in the stnte. 
"Our tailings • are /"Ot 

hnznrdous," Sh^^emakcr said.. 
"It's just as hnr^rdous r" this 
farmer's field nght here," ho 

tion'fl language be expanded, tft' 
allow blowing dust for only two 
I! inutQS per day — not five -
find to restrict dust fVom "i>. 
minernl operations" — not just 

VUCI'IONKKK: !• I) OKVLIN 
i : lVIC t ' l -N ' I l 'K , e i V | ^ P I . A / A DKIVK. TAOS 

\ l | j i i . i i . i i i - i-'i (i> t "Iiilli iiiM , .1 Uia | t '>r . ) |H N- IV M l \i t ;> ^til(i|it|ci|i .1 
', .11, .1 111 | i | . | i i im ' I 'M i.il w ^ S ^ i li jMri II I I I IM ,iii<i|<iivf I,Illillll 

.'•r-^^ 
HlV^iistS Rescheduled 

^ , V t ; ; . ^ = ' ; / i > ; . < - . i 2 ^ y •• ' :"• ' / • - - • ' • • 

*J-The Taos doiinty Health Department 
iJias^tnneunced that the day for fl-eo HIV 
J itAiilnitJtdllbaxhiangod'fVom-WfldneBday to-

TUiidayivbettlHHirig Sept T. The anony-
mbui, fr^e HiV. ttsUhg.iJ'open to anyone. 
Stncii tHe^^Ptpgram began in-1988, 1,352 
ttlt^ihftveiVbeert'performed, of which 15 
hftvoottirbiickvpOBltlve fbr the virus that 

, ^...DSri-rThs-^testlnir-houM- will 
.fi'oiK:JtJ:p;Mrjik<itfordInffto.e6ordi-

" "pJnforma:L 
itiniat;768^_ 

'h'ih m 

Taos County Arc is in compliance with nrt-. 
tionol Btandnrds DS thpv apply to fiorvices^ 
and programs offered by tho orgnnizntion. 

. ' : . ' • ^ . - ^ ' ^ . : - ' . • • • • • . " — ; - > . ' ' , ^ -

Council Theiheme.6f.the_.luncheon will 
be: The Chnllenges, of Rural Employment 
Strategies in Northern New Mexipo. The' 

•» , . . •>' .:.l.^...,^. , ii \ .Z: discussion will center Qn TCEDC'? strate-

l U U l U L)Udra m C C r S , ,....U., noss development, as well a s ' t he chal-
longes inherent to Taos County's economy 
its it relates to-tour'ism, cultural diversity.. 
und"govorriment. After the luncheon, the 
visitors will tour Taos Pueblo, the TCEDC 
buslnoss Incubator and meet-withoffitjials 

Tho Youth, Advisory Board of thc TnoS ' 
County Intorgovornmental Council will ' 
moot at 2 p.m. Sept. 1 nt Quality Inn, ' 
Youth nflylsory cpordlnptor J<ntbarJne Pot* 

Ius said a meotin^'schaduled for Aug. 18 from tho town.;.--
.• ' . '-.irsh'.-: '^ ^:.f)»> 

ivi: 
m 

, „ .., , , . .. mrg^K 

*^"fi'i?^^i^-^"**»^l^: theniew^^ Indttftft? 
»c6nt«H5^aJi4£ipeak : t6 ' B luncH; 

w^mMix)h4^ imprinrii«r 
Uei«ttf<:;ir6ffr«i8:flne^ 

lOfiftTrdmDlovttifent .In th&' 

Migui tUicx 
Monika btcinhoff 
Dcnn'm Hiiggerty 

0\iT*y Meyer* 
Franci* Donald 

UiliAchrrr 
- CwloiHttll . . 

Marf(&ret Net 
Anf{ic CoU man 

•B«rty Crice CHiion 
. MichMl Vlffii 
W i r W U m e i l i l l 

•^ Pirrlck Co/r»ro 
, «dd Abbon-Wiiifcn 

.Niomi Hill)iirn 
. DanViftil 
Jomtlitn'I'iintor ' 

., Phoebe Siillini 
^^ Emily Ruffin 

^ Ed SanHovid -
, \ PimiitrPtrinnT 
^-MlehMlTnjJilJo 
" , Mini Howell 

» • > » . ; . ' ' I > ' i • - . • ' - : 
a^ . . i . „ 

Jameson Welti., 
Joyce StnliirofT 

Larry llcll 
R. C, Clunrian 
Ariiiidn I'cna 
Hon Dnriuino 
Jirti Wagner_ ̂  

'I'lioin Wheeler 
Don UracketT 

Por/i Franzeni 
Sylvia Grycner 

Gail RUIMII 

~ I^yniic CUIlflttr 
Stepjieri Kllbwn; 
Salvatore Ciglio 

Rod Goebel ' 
Carlo Giiliniticfti 

Mucia Olivef 
Liia Lamonth^ ' 

CU1« H A ^ • 

Laurie MUl Phelpi 
WalrGornlte • ' 

M.C.Lurher ._ 
Kenny Bracken 

Kevin MacPherion : -
P.J. Garomie 
Carol Pclton ; " ' 
•JJren Price v 

3 o b SaIt2man--...--,J: 
Dolona Robcrti ,-.̂ '. 

Diana iJiycr • • • 
Carol Savid • • • 

--.-AlyceErank.;,^:^".. 
David Sullmi ; ^ 

Rainbow Seaver-^' 
C h r i i W o o l a m ' ' ' ' 

Gary RoUer^VT: 
L l iaCi f l ion '^ i . t ' -

Marjrnret WoodjriwI^ 
• Chi, -ineAtiu'y-^"' , 

Genevieve V l g l I J ; 2 l ^ . L i n y - M i r t l n e t ' l ; S ^ 

•J.- Veloy VlaUi i -q^-rbtvU MichMl Kenrt«Jy^-. 
Kathleen \forrli'^-V.^;Vr;^;V'ii^'hiiiny ^ 

J^/i^ij»i^rii-iiifi".iiBflMrTYiraV^.i&h.»-^'it;L 
t - i ' ^ i ^ ^ U ' i - " " ' ' ' 

t P t •• 

:m 

i?isSS'iJ 
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n los valles 

Dustv (lav 
Tull lnKH (liiut whlpH off Moly<'or |) ' i j tiiMliiKx l>ll<' t'liHt nf 
Q u e s t u tl i irlnK KrUl i iy ' a ( J a n . 30) h l ^ h w l n d n MOMI of 
t h e d u a l bloww n o r t l i w u n i , l o w u r r t C t s r r o , l l c t i iw , T i iny 

February winds 
whip up tailings 

M.Hplriozn. Qtn-Htii lIlK'li S<-h(>ol Hcli ' i ice t c i i c h c r . UHIMI 
to c l i u r k t h e I t lMvlronnmnUi l I m p r o v i i m f - n t D l v l a l o n ' s 
a i r i iH. i i l lor niMir tht? Hchnoi : K I D of f l c la lb look o v e r 
I h a l chnr i* In M n y . 

Q U E S T A - D u a l f r o m 
Moiycorp ' s tiUllnKi pllo Ix 
mos t t r oub leaomo h e r e durliiK 
Itie w i n d y m o n t h s l u a t 
ot t t r ted, a c c o r d i n g to a year 
long u n v l r o i u n e n t a l Bludy. 

f o r ^ y e a r a , Bome loca l 
r e a l d e n u h a v e prottintod a t r 
p o l l u t i o n c a u s e d by t h e 
b l o w i n g lu l l l ngH. Hut 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l I m p r o v e m e n t 
Dtv lHlon a n a l y a e a of a i r 
q u a l i t y h a v e t u r n e d u p no 
sorloua h e a l t h h a z a r d s . 

T n e " ana lys lB fthowi t h a i 
p a r t i c u l a t e levela I n c r e a s e 
i iere In F e b r u a r y . M a r c h a n d 
April . 

T h e a v e r a g e p a r t i c u l a t e 
level h e r e In leaa t han In 
TaoB. 

E I D monltorH the dual wi th 
a m e c h a n i s m t h a t alts a t o p a 
s t o r a g e b u l l d t h g b e h i n d 

Quvitta Junior .Htui lor EllKh 
Hchool. F o r 1 % yuiirs , Tony 
KHpltioEU, thu high Hohool'i* 
hittid aclvriCH leat^ttfer. w a s 
c h a r g e d wlUi chuck ing tho 
mon i to r p«rlo<llcally, 

ICHplnczu Huld ho rvmovod u 
n i t e r weekly , chocked tho 
g a u g e , t hen mal tod In the 
d a t a to a p r i v a t e l a b o r a t o r y 
In A l b u q u e r q u e . I.A«t M a y , 
Qabe J e a n t e l o of the E I D ' a 
Taos office took over the 
chorea . J o a n l e l e sEild h e ' s 
a lso rfisponnlble for c h s c k l n g 
a mon i to r a t o p a s t o r a g e 
bu i ld ing in T a o a ' Ki t C a r s o n 
a t a l e P a r k . . 

T h e las t r e p o r t of Q u e s t a ' s 
a i r q u a l i t y c a m e In the 1978 
a n n u a l r epo r t of E I D ' a a t r 
qua l i ty b u r e a u , which sa id 
the p a r t i c u l a t e m a t t e r con t en t 
of Q u e s t a ' s a i r w a s con
s ide r ab ly less t h a n T a o s ' . 

• t 

AHhlifyhrings Red River skiers 

De 
sto 

COSTII . I .yN 
Hhiirlft'M 
rtri'ovtTi'it hu; 
orflci; inai 'hl i 
Conllllii Khtin 
Oil* TuoM <,'<Hi 
O-n t tT h(;n;, 

'Hu- ItttinM I: 
f i re r x l l i i g i i 
niuchliii-H, citi 
n i u k u r , it 1 
proji-i'itir, 

.Sheriff A 
Truj l l lo Miitf! 
n ' fovi -n-d Ml 
lilt' lin.Hcfnri 
llOllHI* Ml' Mil 
HIIHIXTIH, but 
iirM'jilcd y d 

A wi i rnu i l 

Safe 
KKl) HIVI 

.Ski Area om 
«!urly for worj 
off a woiilrt-bi' 

D e p u t y 
p^mHWi'lIiT .'*ii 
t h rough a li. 
.Hnow-iiuikiT 
a, ni, 

I'oHcc fdii 
torch, stolen 

_3/[or 
C K K R O IW 

t r y i n g lo (jul 
Con^mlflnlon 
provsmenU*- t' 
and ACTadero . 

l,jiHt y o a r . 
w a y D e p a r t n 
o l l ' and-g rave l 
two mllea or 

_,Roa<l._Tlit.' prn 
s l a t e aiirl 'f'uo,' 

Pavjjpg of 
' -Agrudoro Ui 

becuuHU o f a li 

Red J 
RED n r 

Council will 
Yueaday (FeL 

I t e m s to be 
a r e t i r e m e n t 
e m p l o y e e s 
col lect ion p ro ; 

Town Clerk 
an Kagle N 
asked lo b 

000791



yiPtZlL. iC ' ? / 

Dust walkout 
Walkout s tudents h e a r M n . J u a n Ortiz, left c en t e r , 
chal lenge Molycorp genera l m a n a g e r Rober t Sacr i son 
to spend a day a t the school. Sacr i son , r ight , a g r e e d t a 

send a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e l/i mee t with e tudtn ts . F a r right, 
QHS senior N a n c y de H e r r e r a readii a sU temen t 
pro tes t ing dus t pollution. A .Stale Police ca r and 

bullhorn served as her pf^dlum In the confronlaUon n t a r 
the new main en t rance lo ihe mine on Goat HlJI atx mllea 
east of Questa. 

QHS considers redesign to keep out dust 
By STEVE WINSTON 

QUESTA-QuesU High students say they want 
to see Molycorp take ;wUt action to control ctust 
from ita tailings dump near the school. 

Supt. GUbert Archuleta said Monday (April 18) 
school officials are studying a plan to adapt 
school tniiidings to help keep duat out of the 
clasaroom. 

Nancy de Herrera, a spokesman for the 
students, told Moly officials Wednesday (AprU S) 
that the mine dump la "the biggest Industrial-
polluter In Questa." 

A confrontation ^ t w e e n students and Moly 
offlcUls climaxed a march Wednesday from QHS 
to the mine by about 100 students. 

Archuleta said a duat storm Tuesday probably 
4ed to the waikoul. The superintendent said his 
plana to adapt the building Include eliminating 
windows on the southwest side, for exiimple. 

DE HEBBERA charged In a p r epa red 
statement that dust blowing from the mine dump 
creates a health haxard at the h l ^ school. W 

She said, "We. the students of Questa High 
Schol demand that the problem created by the 

. Moly mine tailings pond be dealt with." 
Molycorp officials Rol>ert Sacrison, Cindy 

Stark, Leroy Apodaca and Lew Thompson heard 
. th«'compl{U;its where nilne security personnel 

—halted the^march near the Goat Hiii mine en-

De Herrera said duat blown from the lalllnga 
site Irritates students' eyes, skin and nh.te.1 
passages. 

Sacrison, Moly general manager, told the 
students. "I t 's a problem we recognize," 

H^ said dust control equipment bought two 
years ago had proved inadequate but that It la 
t>elng replaced with Improved equipnient bought 
recently. 

Environmental Ooordinalor Cindy Stark aaid a 
surfactant she described as similar to "a mixture 
of latex and Elmer's ^ u e " had been sprayed on 
the dump since January. 

Ma. Stark said later that the problem could be 
alleviated bul never fully eliminated. 

MARCHING students said the dust la a con-
tlnuul problem at the school. 

"Yesterday at the school, you couldn't aee lOO 
yarda ahead of you," said James Medina, son of 
school board meml>er Frank Medina. (He was 
referring to Tuesday, April 7.) 

Another parent, Joe Clsneros, said, " I wlU not 
send my kids to school under these condiUons." 

Freshman Beverly Archuleta said, " I 'm 
marching because the dust destroys your eyes." 

Sttidenta wearing contact lenses suffer both 
discomfort aqd darn age <̂̂  the i r N Vi-p-

S*n!or J'^e Gidlegos of Cerro said the dual In- Monday 'April 13 i, lyjt they Uter asked that the 
tfcftrea with athlfeUc practice after school. meeting be postponed so tney ayj l i atudy the 

Rick Wallenct. an adult at the demonstration, problem further. 
said he had moved here trom San Antonio to Sacrtoon asked the student! lo draw up a list of 
escape pollution. quest ions lo preEent to the company 's 

Sacrison agreed to meet vrtlh the students representative al the mtetlng. 

en los vallfes 
Cops quit Questa; 
sheriff on patrol ^ 

QUESTA-Mayor Max Ortega tlw force for two years Including predecewor was Nick JarmmiUo" 
said the Vlllare Ontinfll 
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ra 
an sprawl 

t local people to ifiovi' away from 
i3 ruplucod by oulalders who rim in

ula of thousrinds In condominium". 

Nut UN property prices rise, abauntvo 
.ticomes a problem, With owners ucllng 
hied way to muxlmlze pro/Its, 
id [)rloi'H lL>»l peopleH VUIUCN. wiirniMl 
' lunii remain In lis nutunkl utalo, or will 
|it'(l for lonriumlnliims? ll'a up lo Ihe 
i lo H«l guliiellnea before cholrOH are 
aiilt. 

•TH gefu'ially agreed that Taoa IH otlll a 
charming town, "Ilond-uvdr-

friendly," is liow IJorothy WllllnmH of 
'liigfl denrrlbudaomuTiioBenos, 
Id there t.i a U'nnon to hu luurnod from 
pill growth: do un much master plan-
ll>lt! and "don't wall until Ihe problem 
u," UefoM' you need public tran-
iliiii on what ynii. will need, since such 
'AV llini' to Implement, And keej) 
•ri, she wiii'nod. 

•xecuUvoH agreed that what's good for 
(iple—u vllal, friendly, well-planned 
I forlho tourlflts too. 

teachers 
111 of engineers, 
rti New Mexico already tosts 
to lonelier compotcnce. Tho atulo or 
'•• Bchool dlstrlcln, however, should 

nlHD look hard ut some nicanurn 
o/ ft teacher'n performance In Iho 

•<• claDsroom, 
H) ffivfiii that sliidenta take tho 
• f CTl'Ilfl and olhor exams, we BIIII 
I need one pegged to thfl Idea thnt 
ri .lolinny's skllli ahoutd increase 
B by ore year for nvory year wii pay 

laxttH to kenp him school. 
r M'.»lilmf nklllfl hetlT M KMIIIIT lo 

She lived there 
Editor: 

I lived at San Felipe for l % years, I have been 
there when we had bad and good times, anaJ can 
tell you that the accusations which were pla«ed 
against Bob Conte are untrue, (I will swear to 
that In a court room?. 

I am now living with a very nice couple. Some 
of the kids were not so lucky, they were put Into 

Contractor protests 
The following lotUir, to Taun Town Manager 

Carlos Miranda, was IKIIII KI Thr Tinr.i Ncwa tor 
ptibllcaUon. 

I write thia concerning y()ur remarks In thc 
Jan. 0 Issue of Tfti; TUDI WCUM. slnco IhlB to jiot 
the first tlmw UUit you have appari'ntly choai-n lo 
glvf loss than an amnirato dearrlptlon of i-li'n 
(contractors) perforniancf. According lo thf iir-
Uclo: 

"necauBC thi- rontnictor (H-D I wan behind 
Mthcdulf, MIninda t^xplalned, and allowed Un-
work togo iiiulime until winter, hi' now inu.it wall 
for fiivorabli' It-inptTatiires In thii Hjirlng, 

'"Tbey Mhoiildjiavi; hail tlial (I'liHi'o I'ucbk) 
N'lrli:) ptivi'il bi-fori- winter fii'l In,' Mlranila i-s-
|)lalne<f," 

Vou may or nmy not wUh In rci'iiil Ihal IMi-
HChi'iliili- tn wtib'b yiiii ri'fi-r callM fur 1,1KM) fi'el of 
ttf WIT' cDriHtr'nitliin In ln' ciiniijlcli'd on I 'iiHi'.o did 
I'liohlo Norli' In llir il'.' iliiyH between Oct, I anil 
\'H'.v. 1, with additional work "an woiither [»er-
rnltH." 

Hlnre yiai [lernonully are ^ivolved in the 
jMiynii'iil prot'<ilure, you liuve In fael already 
agreeil Ihat nt-arly twice Ihat amount 
Ispeclflcally a.'lHO feet I wnii Inalalled on I'uauu 
Norte durlriK that period, 

I nm (onipiOb.'d to \>t/int out that W". In tiic.t, 
did not Htart thia parlleuliir run until Oct. 12, In 
order to avoid dlnruptlon of Iho Ortohur Arts 
ir'eMtlval, even though, under the contraci, we 
could biive HtiirUid Oct 1. I<'urlhur, no work was 
{lone during thu five day 'I'liankNglvIng holiday 
weekend, agiiln, mil of deference lo Ihe iieedn of 
tlie rommiinlty In which we llvo and work. 

A fairer ntalenienl by yourself concerning-4-
D'H work on I'lisen del Piiublo Norte would have 
dlflcloaed thai 4-1) CoiiHtructton (To., Inc. wan, In 
fart, ahead of Hchedule. nol liohind H<:lieiiuU< as 
you iflHlful, nnii ima itxcyJIed l:i mlttln>iT.liiK Utv 
Itnpai'l upon Iho l()riil conuininlty of a project vf 
tills scope. 

Cuncornlng your rornurk ihut w« "allowed the 
work to go undone until winter," 1 fool that a 
fairer remark hy you would have pointed out 
that the contraci ducunients themaelven stale: 

"In order to nilnlmlio traffic Intorrupllon. Iho 
coniractor nhall make all poaulblo efforts to 
maximize collocilon Itne construction along 
Paseo del Pueblo during tourist off-seuaon. 
Tourlal off-«ounon occurs In Taos <lurlng tho 
months of April and May. and Oclobor ftnd 
November." '̂ 

...If you aak anaind. y<iu will'no duuotjnarn 
Uiat winter came very early Ihta year In Tnon, 
and very harshly, Even so, 4-0 had prepared to 
Hiifflcluntly pave nil work dona orj i'aseo ao nn lo 

-got through the winter without inojor potholes 
luid would have dono so but for an equipment 
broakilown on the part of the only funi^ll'irilng 
asphalt supplier thia aide of Albufpierciue. 

liy the time tho aMpluilt HUb-coritrarlnr was 
again fund Ion Ing, five days Inter, woiitlior 
prohibited any fiirlhorpavlng, 

,.. While I do not oKpoct you to give 4-L) tho Itcyg 
lo the ctly, I do expert yuii to give nn acturale 
and fair rosponnn to those persons Inquiring of 
tho Taoa B<?wer project. Your remarks to flale 
'lavo not done no, imd have, In fact, unfairly 
i T l l l c l l i i d m i n i i i l l f l l l l l i i i int>l(i f u r . u l i n r i un i i 

group homes and split up from their families. 
The people from the atate claimed they would 
not place any of the chUdren In group homes. 

r wlah to thank you for taking time to read the 
above article, I aak you to pray for the children 
of San Felipe Del Rio. 

TAMMY WORDEN 
San Felipe ' 

The T(t03 Neuii welcomes correspondence to 
thc Forum. Letters mu-tf be original, limited to 
300 word:> in length and hand-.'iioned by the 
author. Your tum columns must be limited to iOO 

Ait,lr .̂i.n y,mrUitt,:rtoForMm. The Tan.-, Nrwa. 
//OJ- U. T(t(>a, N.M. H757I. 

.illflo tho very medium which you review, 
AlHO, in every phase of artlKllc life, aome ar-

tIalM are more accomplished Uian others. But If 
you want the quality of artlallc life In your com-
[nunlty to Improve. In general you have to en-
c<iurage all of the people who are trying. 

The aria in Taos receive national recogiillon. 
Your paper should be encouraging thia sort of 
rvcognillon lo nourish, and encouraging local 
lUKlU'tiCCH (osiipport It. ThJnk about It. 

MICIIAICI.SIMON 
MARTINA HOIXEUFi';!l 
Taos 

Moly wreaks havoc 
c. n r h t : 

ICdllor: 
Tho DOC. '22 fhi: Tdo.i N>:u's story "EID lo 

DIgeal New Moly Data" raises many la.suea on 
tho Moiy mine's proposed new tallinga pond. 3o 
hiany, in fact, that to understand and Judge the 
Issue la difficult. 

Thin can b« greatly simplified, however, by 
looking at the effect Moly hua hud on our air and 
water. 

Anyone who has noen the Incredible brown-
mts In Questu can see some of Ihe effects 
tailings dust has un air quality. It has physically 
oRusod the disrtiptlon and closure of uctlvlUes at 
Questu High School, 

The wulor Issue Is not un visible. As a fishing 
guide und frequent vlaltor to tho canyonn uf the 
Red nivwr and Rio Orande River, 1 ttnve seen an 
Incredibly productive trout stream ••Red 
River, virtually destroyed. Seepage, .lijcvo and 
below ground, and dovaatating spills, have 
scrubbed, poisoned and burled the fish and In* 
Boct life. 

This same condition li now becomtiir all too 
apparent lo our Rio Grande. Flshlne -alow its 
confluence with tho Rod Is becoming pborer 
each year. 

How can we expect a better outcome from a 
much larger tailings site (400 foot '. '. iJims) 
when an almost entirely out of produijtlun mine 
huM caused such ha7oc to our air and water? 

The mine creates a numbor of badly needed. 
Jobs ond hopefully, WTtha'more responsible at
titude toward the environment, will continue to 
do BO. But, let's not forgot that our tourist In
dustry waa the malnatay of our economy bofore 
the mine and will be after the mine has cloaed. 

Provided, that Is, that too many of their num
bers who came lo the L înd of Enchantment 
don't become dlaenchanted from being forced to 
drive to the gorge through the tooth-grlttlng fog 
of airborne tallinga to gni:o Into Iho chemical 
blue depths of our "Wild River." ^ 

TAYLOR flTRlCIT 
Arroyo Seco 
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Reî eiif^g T^o^ Slvyle 
>s-~-

Money raised by three 
county school district bond 
elections, plus a lump of s tate 
aid, has been invested a t 
three and a half percent by 
the county school board ... for 
a high school a t Questa ... an 
elementary school a t Ranchoa 
... and a three-room addition 
at Arroyo Seco.. . 

^ , 

orum 
Support long-term 

B medical care 
T h e fol lowing ' l e t t e r , a d d r e s s e d to 
p . Bill R i c h a r d s o n , >va8 s e n t t o The 
oa Newg for p u b l i c a t i o n : 
Your letter of J a n . 9 solicits the opinion 
'.•onstituents regarding the Catastrophic 
re Act and, in response, 1 otter the fol
ding comments. 
Of course assistance in the event of ca-
•trophe is important, but it is not nearly 

acute a problem as long-term care, 
ich is needed by a much larger percent-
! of the elderly, and its method of fi
l l i ng adds one more burden to the al-
idy overburdened senior population. It 
.imply a Band-Aid where a tourniquet is 
:ded and, worse than that , a Band-Aid 
)Iied to the wrong spot. The legislation's 
' "ary purpose haa been an a t tempt to 

Qck the move toward some sort of 
..tarsal medical coverage. 
My own situation is fairly typical. I am 
ired and my principal source of income 
iocial Security. The increased premium 
Medicare and tho $4 per month charge 

Catastrophic coverage takes a major 
:•- out of the 4 percent Social Security in-
ase which, even without t ha t deduction, 
•s not reflect tho actual rise in cost of 
mg—in my case, more than 12 percent 
tho basics over the previous year. 
i'''urther, your s ta tement t ha t the cost of 
idigap policies should come down" 
ms to be wishful thinking; my covcrogo 
ough AARP (Prudential) will go up 
re than 56 percent in 1989. Flow about 
8hgrc89ionol investigation of the inaur-
e companies? 

suggest thnt Coniprcsa, which so ou-
iy embraced frctj t rade with Cnnntln, 
" serious consideration to importing 
IU ofthe features of our nor thern neigh
's health care system, acknowledged by 
ny to bo far more superior to our own. 
vlAKYL. R . J O H N S O N 
/ a OB 

Proud Democrats 
'-fend Mike, Skitt 
lor: 
i'hig letter is in response to tho article 
e Big Lie," 

My hubhand and I are proud Democrats 
and were former residents of Taos, San ta 
Fe and presently Espaf^ola. We are partial 
to Tnos because we have family there nnd 
keep in touch with them often. 

We were surprised at the type ond qual
ity of articles being written where Taos 
politics are concerned. We find it ha rd to 
understand what the difference is between 
Mike Trujillo and other politicians before 
him. There have been politicians in years 
past tha t have hired family, friends and 
yes, even relatives, for example: Mayor 
Snnti.stevan, ei ther "technically or out
right;" and with or without resumes! We 
understand tha t The Taos Neius hires 
without a resum<^! 

Ifyou look hack to the history of politics 
in Taos or the United States for t h a t mat
ter, you will probably find t h a t we have all 
been "victims" at one t ime or another . 

The only dirferencc is t ha t Mike Tnjjillo 
is new to politics and will have his sha re of 
niistakea; hoJuaLJinppens to b e - r o l a t ^ to 
Frank R. "SkittT Triyillo who is well-
known in the political arena. 

We get the impres.sion from your article 
thnt Krank is thc main objective, and nol 
Miko. Is The Tao.H News hur l ing for read
ers tha t you must stoop ao Tow aa to 
change the color ofyour paper to yellow? 

Prank Taijillo sells papers. Maybe you 
shouldn't bite thc hand t ha t feeds you! 

The new commission is probably one of 
thc best t ha t Taos will havo in a long time. 
They doHervo tho same chance as others 
before them havo had. The people of Taos 
ore intelligent enough to make the i r own 
deciKiona. If thoy felt tha t Miko and the 
otfier coirnmissioners couldn't do the job, 
they wouldn't be there now. 

JKREMYAND 
IlKATRICli: SANTISTEVAN 
Kspnftola 

Meet no stranger 
Fditor: 

Tliankn to J immy Gallegos and Joe 
Aguilar for stopping to put out a fire which 
hnd started in some garbage in the back of 
our pickup. 

It is n comfort to know tha t s t r ange r s ' 
tjikc nn interest in helping out, when thoy 

The Taos News welcomes correspon
dence to th£ Forum. Letters must be origi
nal, limited to 200 words in length and 
hand-signed by the author. Your Turn col
umns must be limited to 350 words. 

Please include your phone number. Pref
erence will be given to writers who do not 
wish lo withhold their names. Writers are 
asked to submit no more than one letter per 
month. 

Addresa your letter to Forum. The Taos 
News. Box U. Taos. N.M. 87571. 

could just drive on by. 
BETH GOLDMAN 
DIANE FICHTELBERG 
Taos 

Writer describes 
tailings dust 

Editor: 
A few weeks ago a reader asked this col

umn if anyone knew exactly what was in 
the Moly mine tailings dust. Perhaps this 
information will be helpful. 

In J u n e of 1979, a sample of tailings 
dust was sent tS^the EPA for analysis. The 
material was sieved through a 250 micron 
screen and tested. It wns found to contain 
164 micrograms per g ram of lead, 163 
mcg^Gm of zinc, 98 mcg/Gm of copper, 0.4 
mcg/Gm of beryll ium, 0.57 mcg/Gm of cad
mium (mixed sample), 10.8 mcg/Gm of ar
senic and a t race of mercury. 

As a respiratory therap is t I have visited 
several oxygen pat ients in the Questa area 
and have noticed t ha t -yy-'yucn machine fil
ters in those homes adjacent to the tail
ings pond were always clogged with a very 
fine powder. The fine pir t i^ ies arc o f t h e 
size tha t might be i nha i . u mto the lung 
nnd stay there, i.e. they would not be fil
tered out in tho nose. Anyone exercising 
when the wind is blowing .̂he dus t about 
would be at an increaseu n s k of inhaling 
significant quant i t ies o f t h i s mater ial be-
cnuBo we usually brea the through our 
mouth during heavy exercise, as might be 
exhibited by schoolchildren on the play
ground. Tho long-term heal th effects of 
this are open to speculation, but we know 
that asbestos workers had a lag time of 20 
yoara or more before thei r problema were 
evident. 
" ^ C H R I S KNOX 

Embudo 
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Editor: 
I am writing to express my 

] deep disappointment in The 
Taos News for refusing to 
consider the Concerned Citi
zens of Questa 's press confer
ence important enough to at
tend. Also it seems t ha t the 
person writing the article for 
your paper was more inter
ested in inflaming the public, 
exacerbating tension between 
citizens with differing opin
ions and believing Moiycorp's 
PR than present ing a good 
piece of journalism. 

Did this writer even a t tend 
the Questa meeting? Because 
if tho Questa mayor's arro
gant and disrespectful re
mark was the only quote he 
or she thought per t inent from 
that meeting, then reporting 
has hit a new low. Totally ab
sent from the article was the 
fact tha t the folks who spoke 
aga ins t^he proposed tailings 
pond site were both Hispanic 
and Anglo and were not 
against development per se 
but were vitally interested in 
the health and well-being of 
all QuesteAos. Over two 
hours of detailed heal th and 
environmental test imony was 
provided by the many mem
bers of the Concerned Citi
zens of Questa—a coalition of 
local citizens from Questa , 
Cerro, Latir and La Lama. To 
dismiss tho hours and hours 
of research of th is eroup of 
folks interested in tbe long-
term heallh and welfare of 
Taoa County as t he work of 
"outsiders" is not only disre

spectful but also inaccurate. 

The real outsider here is 
the Molycorp company itself, 
owned by Unocal with head
quar ters in Caiifomia. They 
don't have to live with a dead 
Red River, the spills of highly 
toxic water into acequias, the 
lead-con tarn inated wells or 
the blowing dust t ha t will ul
timately force t he Questa 
High School to close. And 
Molycorp is constantly chang
ing its position about when it 
will open, leading people to 
believe tha t unless the Guad
alupe site is approved, Moly
corp cannot resirme- opera
tions. This, of course, creates 
a great deal of tension be
tween differing factions in 
the community when tbe real 
issue about whether the mine 
will open or not has to do 
with the intcrnat ionat mar
ket and the price of molybde
num. 

This issue is crucial to 
Taos County iind it is com
plex. The draft, environmen
tal impact s ta tement (EIS) 
was poorly done and Moly
corp nnd the Bureau of Uind 
Management know it and 
were suprised a t t h e organi
zation and as tu teness of the 
tailing pond opponents. The 
people of Taos Counly de
serve a s i p i i l n r d e ^ e e of us-
tutencsa from the reporler(s) 
who cover this issue for tho 
only local paper most of Taos 
Counly residents read. 

CATHY HOPE 
San Cristobal 

Cerro wants to save mountain 
Editor: 

A c o p y of i h o foHowing 
l e t t e r , a d d r e s s e d t o I l o b -
o r t Dole , B u r e a u of L a n d 
Manaf foment , A l b u q u e r 
q u e , w a s s e n t t o T h e Taoa 
N e w fo r p u b l i c a t i o n . 

Regarding Moiycorp's pro
posal for a wasto d u m p in tho 
Guadalupe M o u A a i n s , i l is 
my firm belief t h a t the peti
tion submitted in favor o f the 
waste dump ia very inaccu
rate and ia not endorsed by a 
lot of people from tho commu
nity of Cerro. Before thn t pe
tition is considered by iho 
Bureau of Land Manage
ment, consideration should 
be given lo tho man who or
ganized Ih^ petit ion, Mr. 
Qilb«rt Segura of Cerro. 

When thfl issua arose of an 
airport being constructed in 
Cerro, in the vicinity of Mr. 

aspects concerning tho im
pact Uuit Moiycorp's dump 
would bring to the Guada
lupe Mountains and our com
munity of Cerro. 

Enclosed is a petition t ha t 
I, Joe Vigil, submit on behalf 
of the people of tho commu
nity of Cerro, N.M. These 
people live right hero, Mr. 
Dale, these aro nol people 
who would come to work a l 
Molycorp from 50 to 100 
miles away and can c«ro loss 
what happens to t hc Ouada-
lupo Mountains . This consti
tutes more Uum half of the 
community's households. 
Their voice mus t bo heard, 
loo. 

These, Mr. Dale, are the 
t rue nat ives of Cerro. The si
lent ones, afraid to voice thei r 
t>nne>*ifrT\m t^€ im\A A t t h o »WAt»-

ster (Molycorp) over tho 
mountains. Silently they Sun. 12-5 
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submit written comments on 
the airport to the council, but 
the council will not consider 
them. 
" T h e " • Coalition "Tor ^ k n -
Environmental Impact State
ment claims that the 1986 
environmental assessment did 

~rrot adequately address the 
environmentai affects of the 
expansion. The assessment 
found "no significant environ
mental impact." 

"The council meeting 
agenda is the prerogative of 
the mayor and the council," 
Cordova said. "For this issue, 
the public participation input 
from citizens took place in 
1987, and when the final pub
lic hearing was held in August 
1987, the process was over." 

Cordova said that "at some 
point," a decision has to be 
made. 

"The airport project is now 
in the design stage," Cordova 
said, "not the public comment 
stage. The design should be 
finished by March or April, 
1991. The bids will go out 
shortly thereafler." 

Always turning 
Prool that the world is constantly rotating is evident in 
this 30-minu!e time exposure of Ihe night sky above 
Taos Mountain from Las Colonias. The track from a 

blinking satellite is visible in the lower right har 
of the photo. CokJ clear nights and a wanir 
made for excellent star gazing in Northern Nev 

Mine blamed for polluted groundwater 
By Julie Mullen 
Staff Writer 

Carlos and Gloria Herrera are suing 
Molycorp Ond its parent company, Union 
Oil Company of California, in Taos County 
District Court claiming a poisonous brew 
from the mine company's Questa tailings 
ponds has ruined their water, spoiled their 
land and harmed their health. 

The Herreras live a quarter-mile south 
of the Molycorp tailings ponds and claim 
their groundwater is contaminated by ef
fluent from the ponds. Fred Waltz, thc 
Herreras' attorney, filed tho complaint 
agflinst-Molycorp Dec. 5, alleging personal 
injury and property damage. 

Groundwater south ofthe loilings pond 
is contaminated, according to Stuart Cas
tle of the state Environmental Improve; 
ment Division (EID) in Santa Fe, but 
Molycorp, Inc., has not been cited or fined, 
Caatle said. 

There have been no penalties so far," 
he said, ' ^ t it is always a possibility. Pen
alties are a matter of last resort." 

Castle said the EID has asked Molycorp 
to assess the extontrtinHe contamination 
with the agentys guidance. *Then we need 
to ffet it cleaned, up," he said. T h e first 
step is to negotiate with the company." 

Molycorp is liable for contamination. 
'^astle said, even though the tailings pond 

effectively unregulftted by laws that 
t^rotect groundwater. The tailings p^nds 
and related contaminatioii'ttcisted prior to 

^ mm 

Molycorp mine manager Dave Shoemaker at the tailings ponds Bryan Welch 

1977 when pertinent regulations went into 
effect. 

T h e facility didn't have to submit an 
application," he said. The re is no ground
water discharge plan on the tailings 
pond." 

The pending decision on the ground
water discharge plan for Moiycorp's 
proposed Guadolupe^^oimtain"^ tailings 
site will not bo affected by tho Herrera 
suit, Castle said. 

T h e outcome of the suit Is not of partic
ular interest to the EID. The Guadalupe 
site requirea a permit before Installation 
and will be done in a different fashion 
(than the existing tailings ponds), if at 
all." 

The Herreras claim their well water has 
become undriAkable,'fbr bumani or'ltve-

Btock, and that effli-ent comes to the 
surface through springs-and fiows across 
their property, ruining the soil itself. 

Gloria Herrera also claim-̂  the waler 
has made her sick. She .i.uh suffered 
"severe abdominal pains, vomiting and 
great physical and emotional distress," 
according to the lawsuit 

The lawBuit etiucs the groundwater 
under the Herreras' property contains 
"greater total dissolved solidq and sulfate^ 
in excess of New Mexico waler quality 
standards." " 

C&sUa. confirmed that contention but 
•aid the water is unpalatable but not toxic. 

"Although," he said, "I suppose in suffi-

: . i ;- - ^ . . J . ^ - J t ^ . 1 

_ ^ ' j , . , .'_J.-2-L'..—^ 
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Little shoppers 
Scores o( arts and crafls booths liNt.'t) Iwo roonis ol iMc T;ior, 
Civic Plaza Salurdny (Dec fl) a;. Hu; lown's Yiikjiiclfj I usii-
val cont inuod Hofo, Ayl.i Sliipit.'y oi Gallina Canyon wiiiuly 
makes h.or Ctiristrnas ctioices in Ironi of hor clad, Broti Stnp-

John Hanron 

ley, as Robin l^arquis ol rn ibudo linds other distraclions. 
AF, evoryono was out nnd about (or the Yuiotido season, 
vendors al itio lair said itiat most people wore just looking 
and selling was rather slow. 

û;̂  MINE-
10): 

.-ol-
nnl 
ind 

4); 
m-
,ry 

Continued from Paga A-1 

cient quantities, anything can make 
you sick." 

It is commonly known that too many 
sulfates can make a person sick, 
according to Ken McCallum, environ
mental supervisor for the EID in Taos, 
causing diarrhea and discomfort. 

The suit claims that Leroy Apodaca, 

administrative services maniigor at 
Molycorp, Inc., told the Herreras on 
Keb. 24, 1988, that their groundwater 
was bad and would cause diarrhea. 
Apodaca returned on March 14, 1988, 
according to the suit, and told them 
that their groundwater was safe to 
drink. 

Doth Apodaca and Dave Shoemaker, 
mine manager, were out of town and 

unnvnilable for comment at pres.s time 
According to Ellen Morton, Shoe 
maker's secretary, they are not ye 
aware ofthe lawsuit. 

Gene Dewey, president ofMolycorp, 
Inc., .said through his secretary nt 
Union Oil Compony's Los Angeles of
fices that he knows nothing about the 
lawsuit and referred questions to 
Molycorp administrators in Quests . 

>d./ri. 
id./n. 

3J)AYS ONLY, THURS. FRI. & SAT. DEC. 13,-14 & 1S 

4 A 5 / : OMEVEIIYTIBP >' 
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Rep. Bill Richardson can draw a 
_,crowd^^- '• 

Taos CounW residents packed the 
Town Cotmcil Chambers on Civic 

__Plaza,Drive-&r_a.ape(aal.meeting with 
Richardson io discuss the proposed Rio 
Grande del Norte National (Conserva
tion Area (NCA) Siaturday (April 13). 

The proposed conservation area 

Taos County, under new federai 
protection and could bring millions of 
dollars per year in new federal funding 
to protect the area.-*- ^^^ -^- ' '''~iC:i' 

T know there are strong feelings," 
Richardson told the crowd of about 
130. T h i s is a time not to hold back. 
Give me your concems." 

Richardson said after he knows his 
c^onstituents' wishes, he hopes to 
introduce a bill to Congress proposing 

within the next month. out 
A 14-member "citizens' committee Arel' 

"presented Richardson with a proposal peop 
foi-"an"NCA with 3-^12.3 million bud- Nort 
get on March 6. The designation would Q 
provide more money for managing the zens 
river corridor and would" î fing^ new Two 
regulations -^ier protect natural area 
resources and educate visitors about and 
Northern New Mexican culture. on n̂  

T h i s is a chance we have lo honor 0 

Unocal 
to move 
school 
By John Hanron 
Staff Writer 

The Questa School Board is 
considering asking Moiycorp's 
parent company, Union Oil 
Company of California (Uno
cal) to pay for moving the mid
dle school away from the dust 
•lmHl-.JHd^(dtte-oft J h e . Mine's^ 
tailings disposal ponds west of 
Questa.' « 

— T h e -proposal came a day 
afler Questa schools closed an 
hour early when high winds 
April 10 whipped clouds of tail
ings dust up, enshrouding the 
school less Ihqn a mile down
wind. 

District superintendent 
John Romero said his intention 
was to ask the Unocal Founda
tion, the philanthropic arm of 
Union Oif, to buy a new site 
and build a now middle school 
away from the persistent dust 
cloud. 

"I'm talking about going to a 
foundation that has the capac
ity to move towns," he told the 
board. "If we can show them 
that we have some issues here, 
moybe they could relocate us." 

High school principal Steve 
Archuleta, who .was acting ad
ministrator April 10, mado the 
coll lo send the students home 
when the winds sHiflod fVom 

-please aee OUST, Psge A-2 

View from the ditch 
1 ̂ ^1 jm^^^' • 5 = ^ a ^ 

'. .^.^'. 
Tt '?-, 

Scores of local workers grabbed their shovels and ' Horo.HenryVaierio's shovel hauls a 
lumped Into the dlich for the annual Cleaning ol La of rock at the entrance lo a culvoi 
Acequia Madre del Rio Chiqiillo and La Acequia del Madre. Ditch associations througho 
Monte del Rio Chlqulto InTaipa'SMbWa/.TApril 13). r.-Mexico have boon cleaning out^i 

WW^ 
Jm 

•!:m:^r^^X:?*fir^ I V«. I dT̂  'O^t! /^ ./-W d^l 
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DUST-
Conllnu»d from Pago A-1 

the south to the southwest. 
He said it was the first time that he 

was aware of t h a t the schools were ever 
dismissed early because of the dust. In 
the early 1980s, former superintendent 
Gilbert Archuleta put his principals on" 
alert several t imes because of the possi
bility of early dismissals because of 
dust. At that time, the current middle 
school was Questa High School. 

Molycorp mine manager David Shoe
maker said the situation April 10 was 
unique because a section of pipe that 
normally helps keep the tailings wet 
was disconnected for repairs, so a larger 
area of tailings than normal dried out 
and became airborne in the powerful 
gusts of wind. 

T h e y got caught off guard with that 
line being dov/n," he said. "It was five in 
the aflemoon before they got it working 
again." 

Shoemaker pointed out that wind 
and dust were bad all over the state 
that day. 

Molycorp has consistently stated that 
the tailings dust is simply a nuisance, 
and that ther* is no cidencc- linking 
the tailings to heal th hazards. 

School board member Danny Pacheco 
brushed a.5ide concems of (possible 

health hazards and suggested the board 
stick to its priority — education. 

T h e y play out in t h a t dust, I played 
out in tha t dust and I think everyone in 
this room played out in t h a t dust ," he 
told a room full of concerned res idents 
at the board meeting. "Furget about the 
tailings. This should be hant ' Ied com
pletely outside the school district." 

His comments brougtit groans from 
some of those present at the mt^eting. 

"Only an idiot would let their kid go 
out^ai id-breathe all k inds of things," 
said Leroy Ka'el, a member of the 
en^-ironmentla group, the Concerned 
Citizens of Questa. "in 20 or 30 years , 
who's going to pay the medical bills?" 

Air Quality Bureau chief Cecilia Wil
liams said the s ta te Environmental 
Improvement Division does not make 
determinations about heal th r isks of 
airborne part iculates. EID environmen
talist Juan Ortega of the Taos office col
lects samples every six days from a 
monitor at the middle school tha t accu
mulates airborne particles smaller than 
10 microns, a size tha t would be small 
enough to lodge in the lungs. A micron 
is one on«| thousandth ofa millimeter. 

"We're not going to say tha t there are 
no risks, because we don't know," Wil
liams said. Data on cur ren t air quality 
will not be available for about six 
months. 

Romero presented the board 
Thursday fApril 11) with an $8,830 cost 
estimate for a complet*_ iand audit of 

CONGRESSM \N-

. John Hanron 

The Questa Middle School sits downwind from Moiycorp's tailings ponds. 

the middle school site t h a t would help 
the Unocal Foundation find a new home 

the focal point of a controversy. We 
don't need that ." 

for the school. 
"It's like being between the Hatfields 

and McCoys. We're caught between two 
factions," Romero said. "Every time 
something like this occurs we become 

Unocal last week announced plans to 
sell Molycorp, the subsidiary which 
owns the Questa mine, before the end of 
the year. 

Conlinutd from Paga A-1 

convert some private land i 
federal ownership. 

Mining . limiLations would 
not affect the mines now 
' ri^ratinp in •^i'' rirofi nr th ' 

"significant mining activity" 
within the Rio Grande NCA, 
"much '.:j the chagrin of many 
memb* . 3 of the committee," 
said cc.amittee-member Geoff 
Webb of 'he S t aU Land Office. 

Mfir- 1 TTnr-T-" n rfnr'"' n-

poses limitation of future min-
,.,g claims, but conceded such 
limitations likely would not 
have a significant impact on 
jobs in Taos County. 

"Private lands will not be af-
f c r t ' • " f f i i H ^ ^ • r o - ' \ ^ r S T f P ' ' 

easier for Taos County resi
dents to use her agency's 
lands. Plus, the conservation 
area would, she said, provide 
money to preserve historical-
uses and educate the public 
. - . l , ^ , , f > . T ^ , t V , „ , „ XT . . . , • « f „ „ ; „ ^ „ 

conservation a rea . He said the 
Questa schools were closed for 
half a day last week due to 
Molycorp mine tailings blow
ing in the h igh winds ., ._._, . 

John Himes, a Taos busi-
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Parking Laws Tidiiened \ 

Ktrftifif. violators of thc Town of 

f i i ! r ; " ' ^ ' " ' ^ ' " • ' ' ' " " " " ^^''" ' ' ^ ' " ' ' • 
'J. ;o fines (if up in S200 or I.S days ui 

_,j j,„is Tciwii Council adopted n 
Jordin.im-o this week wjjich m a k e s 
•^r•p.ll^^|"^^• < ' "" ' ' ' ^ - P'^'/kinK, and 

^j^jjouiMdo marked spaces illef;al 
V,^jpr,ivi.linR n m e a n s for enforcp-
,,jii Smiil.Ti" fictions were illegal in 
'ltpi\i. but ilu'rc was no provision 
fvloianK.l)>'>'nienl for violat ions, 

yi,t"biiMt" fine for ovcr-pai kin;; 
^50cfnts if paid within five days of' 
.y viohitic" .\ $1 fine will be levied 
tt impropiT parking in me te red 
i-iicty .in Î $;; 'nr blockinR (double-
4rkin?) r.iis at mete red spaces , 
1>e ordin.inte provides that n per-

sfr rrcpjvinK a parking ticket m a y 
vjvf a hcaiint^ before the municipal 
Ijdjf «Uhin the five-day p race per-
'(i. However, failure to pay the fine 
praik such a hear ing within Ihe five 
fc^r-nr failure to a p p e a r for a re-
%!<.(i hiari.nj;. will result in the is-
ijance nf a h''nch wa r r an t for the ar-
••5! cf ihe violator. ,* 

^̂  Warran ts , the ordinance j I a t e s, 
".shall'-' be issued by fhe m"nicipol 
Jud^p upon petition hy the town clerk, 
who keeps records on meter viola-
linns, Thc numlcipnl Judpe, upon con
viction of the violator, may assess n 
fine of from J.") lo $200 or order a 15-
day-nurxinuim jail sentence, plus the 
oriRinal amount of the fine, 

Thr c<iuii( d took Ihc action aflcr 
The Taos N c u s puhlici/ed records 
SIKKMOK thai the town had lost thou-
sand i of UOIUUK in fine revenues be
cause it h.id Tin means nf enforcing 
pavment . 

The council mentioned this Monday 
nicht, and also noted thnt over-park-
ins tickets during Tcbrunry vj'cre 
written al thc rate of nearly 30''^er 
day. 

Mayor .lesse Vigil also reported to 
Ihc cnunril ihat work has been de
layed on the Guadalupe P la ia munici
pal parking lot because of the wealh-
er; he s.iid it was almost impossible 
to dig holes for meters in the frozen 
ground, and est imated ihat Ihe lot 
should he ready in "two or three 
weeks" once work begins. 

lit 

Mill Line Breaks, 
Muck Covers Land 

Ij SANDRA KI.SCAID (pressure, somclime Saturday AlthouRh the line w i i re-i 
tudmgs li.ne trom the Moly- and spewed a great quantity of paired Monday, snow runoff 

j j isa Corpoiauon of .\meri-;clay-li)(e material into an irri-.from Ihe warm weather sfill 
|a i.MCA) mil! above Questa:Ration ditch and yards and gar- was carrjmg the, material 
Ut. apparently under high dens of residents below. 

_- . . - . , - ' . ' : i i -<yrr- J ^ ^ - H - . T M 

"M, 
^ ^ ' 

6 " ^ ^ • X^^r. 

' ' . » ' : : ' ^ 

j through the yards of many fam-
I dies living on the mountain side 
-about one-half mile fouch ot 
Questa. 

Fred Jaramillo, whose home 
is near a concnte e!iKh-t>ln ap
parently designed to c a t c h 
some of the tailings fn case e( 
a break, said the flow came 
within three feet of his water 
well. 

Jaramillo said he (lammed 
the flow with a blade to keep 

.liJ 
MSStAVED^M^'iTAnnJrA'IThirre'faT a life-long rcsi-
«st of the mountain area near Questa. looked over 
l^'Aiiings thai flowed from n broker: m îin into ''-r 
•jTigation ditch and into her yard. She said Monday 
*»! she doesn't know if she will be able to grow n 
''letable garden this spring, and shook her head 
IJismay. (Taos News Photo) 

pusy Months Ahead 
For Taos Scouters 

l ^ ^ r i c t Boy Scouts have 
[ W a » busy March with a 

•ports carnival, court of 
* ^ «n exposition at Es-

• W s carnival, set for 

|J*b. 

j*rt«y at 10:30 a.m.. will be 

I^WHl^way 3 In the camp-
[ ' J^ -wtmi- orRJd -piieMd. 

L ^ lojut leader* uifcL -

ri,*2,»*Pn>«*W tor Scoot 

•Jwrt Uikinat::»ad 

• * « ; 

Explorers and Cubs will dem
onstrate and exhibit their crafts, 
hobbies and merit badge sub
jects. 

The public li Invited to the 
show. Admission Is free to any
one under 18; adult tickeu can 
b«-boughlJrw»l_Cub$, Scouts 
and EJiplorers for 50 cents. 

Ttie ticket money will be split 
SWO between Taos and Espano-
I« jmlta to help defray expense*. 

Tnxq) W has made a bid for 
ipaca at the Council Aquatic 
(^onp at Coodtis Lake rrotn 
JTiuM O to U.— 
:^|wif ' l^<lm MM Oiat ittpert 
IwtuKtVW fa^iwtmming,,TV-

t ia flnt««. Wiitahliag «4 

mm^^m s^ i ^ . 

More photea, Paft Z 

It from contam inatbig Ws *«• 
ler supply and then calfef Jofin 
Petty, vice president r,«nd««i-
perlntendent of the mine, to 
tell him of the damage. 

According, Io Jaramillo, Petty 
told him 10 figure the cost'of 
the damages and tbe mining 
corpora tfew-wouW-«ettf«-<M-th 
him. 

^Another resklent of the. area, 
M^nuerKomert^ roentJooed th« 
mhe'j, otTeTto make a atttla-
ment b« ukt the only'iettl*. 
ment he was inteiested In was 
a permanent solution lo t h e 
problem. 

Romero, whose yard an? gar
den were flowing with runoff 
ar.d lailinps, said he felt get
ting the mesj cleared -up was 
more important than money. 

Romero, talking with neigh
bors Mrs. Annie Archuleta and 
Lester I.ang. said that t h e y 
might hold a meeting with other 
neighbors to see If the problem 
can be worked out. 

A small lake which has been 
stocked wilh fish by Its owner, 
A, J. Hunt, appeared to have 
collected a considerable amount 
of tailings, A stream running 
into the lake was carrying the 
mining debris inlo it. 

Around the mine's catch-bin, 
a concrete structure which ap
parently catches some of the 
tailings a n d settles It , t h e 
ground w u covered ^wlth (Ix to 
eight Inches of paclnd Uilln|tf. 
The material Is like a mixture 
of plaster and clay. When It 
dries'," It (Joes'liol ' ' let-u hard 
as cement bat does harden to a 
degree. • .,,--!̂ N;„V'ji.--

At. a jBcednt faiSaata-.Fe 

MURKY TAILINGS — After a Molybdenum Nfine 
-tailings line^bnAeiintQ an irrigotion,ditch.wmctime 
Saturday, Lester Lang, about 80, tried to-keep the 
stuff out of his yard. The irrigation' ditch carried 
the thick, plaster-like muck from the broken line 
Into yards, gardens and within three feet of one 
man's well by Monday afternoon. Thrf dirt road be
hind Lang was flooded with tailings as were the 
yards beyond the fence, • 

On Pollution 
; C o u n t y polhttioa" problems j Cordova and Teodoro Torrer. 
highlighted the agenda of the j —Approved JW for culverts 
Tao«JCounty..:-Comnrf4sioneiTi at j for Arroyo Seco after_a request 
their regular monthly meeting by Fermln Torres and Jose E. 
Monttayr Romero. 

—Reduced the assessment of 
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ers tn the area, Tejada pointed 
out that about 700 acres of 
grazing land In the vicinity of 
the Taos Sewer Plant Is now 
wasteland, although the prop
erty owners are being taxed a 
higher rate l)ec8U5e of ihe avail
ability of water. 

Ke said the pollution Is so 
bad that It Is a detriment to 
both the livestock and the pas
tures. CommUsk>ners advised 
him to talk to the Town Coun
cil about the problem but said 
they would help "any way" 
they are able. 
vpther "action _Uken by the 
commlsskmers: " " 
y •^Approved a resolutton to 
Auiitshl^liadiboe operator, oil 
•ikl i a i to l̂Mdp the,Comhiunlty 

between mfll. F b h . t o * OTO»{^»«<l«:;i*viin^^W^ 

Commissknets promised Cart 
Berghofer^tatf Flitii and-Gameilmproyements.^oft.JitPpcCy-be-
Departaeat oftJcer^ that t h e y tonglng to E3iberto Sa«*«- '̂ t*-
would ' reqiMSt '^hia" Countyjdarte. ".. .J" lif"^. 
HMtlh"Dep«linet>fto make at -Html'"Ralph" 1v« 
ihoroviRn cnecR or icvri.ii* O„-..IT ^ .r.t̂ \m\.r̂ »...» î î iint.* 
ly waters and report to ihrm —Approved'Kivin^ Jl,'/! 
within the monlh. - :thc rrcrcatton (unci to M c 

Ber'ghofer pointed out "t h aTf' nor SiRmiind"ni'arevi,TCT 
because of the polluted fishing j summer and fall pro;;r.ini 
waters, ihe county will lose "Sj -Heard ?. rnmpla;:'! ' 
lot of money through fishing Sam Armijo, Tres P!e<l,M 
licenses." jnce of the peace, conce 

Another visitor _ concerned j his liquor license. Armijo ^ 
with pollution was Alfonso Tc-j he had spent over $12,OOi3 
Jada, Ranchitos, who said tie 
represented the livestock grow-

f 

Department and-ether .'itate of-

of the K e i ' K h n r ' ^ t t t U t : $ ^ 

paniBtat-^ 

he can account for bu! 
not accomplished anythir 
far, in connection with a 
test against the transfer ' 
other Trcs Piedras linu 
cense. T • ~ ' ^ 

—Promised to either 
Dunn's Bridge at Arroyo 
or build a new one- if 
not cost too much. 

—Okayed $180 from r 
tion fund to the Taos J 

(See County on Page 
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ilPollution By Taps 
orse Than 

: < : : : ^ 

Projcttlfei^d Start reached 
a look at Che project, in 

'age 8 today; ' , 
(Taos,News Photo) 

I tk 
performaorj-of Mn^' DomlI^ 
guez, Mrs. Presquei: stated that 
she telt that Mrs. Dominguet 
was "giving very good service 
and was vety satisfied with her 
work ahd would like to stay as 
cook." I i< 

Gonzalei. ̂ further stated that 
^ r s , Leybai W M not being re-

ced because she. had. taken 
.ad Start .IraUilng. and he felt 

.^iat_»hk_wa» "Wen qualified to 
l e n ^ ' as a l t eache r akJe. He 
a M ' i U t e d ' t h a t t h e felt that U 
sAneone else without trairdng 
were hired, .the children wwild 
gready luffer. , ' • c ' i 

The -""ton carried by 'four 
Msrcciino i intni . -s . 

^Ground-Breaking 
July 16 

A firm dale and a detailed program for ground
breaking ceremonies marking the s t a r t ol con
struction of the Taos Municipal Airport have been 
announced by the Taos Airport Commission. 

Ground-breaking ceremonies will be a t ' 2 p.mi 
on Saturday, July 16, at the airport site northwest 
of Taos on Stale Road i l l . 

Because of a conflict (the stale Democratic Pa r 

State Official Raps \̂ lx\ 
Town Sewage Plant • 

. As Greater Danger 
The Town of Taos, nol the Molybdenum Corporation 

of America, has created the most serious water-pollu
tion ptx)blem In the region, says a Slate Health Depart
ment official. The official's camment came when ho 
was contacted aboutthe most recent tailings line breaks 
at the mlperal processing, mill* 
In Red River Canyon. 

^ „ , , .„ t , . „ , „ , , .^j^/'John -Fair, head of the Liquid 
ty Platform Convention In Albuquerque), Gov. J a c k - ^ „ , j Division of the State 
M. Campbell will be unable to attend. However, 
Bob White, slate aviation director, has consented 
!o be the guest speaker al the short ceremony, and 
to turn the first shovel-ful of earth at the site. 

Invitations will be sent to representatives of all 
organizations In Taos County, It was announced, but 
the general public is welcome to attend. • 

Phil Lovato, Airport Commission chairman, will 
be master of ceremonies. 

The commission noted that a major celebration 
will be held when the construction project Is com-
pleled.'lf"w»s estimated (hat the July lecercmony 
will last abouf 30 minutes. 

Tour, Not Probe, 
Diiector Says 

. . . l i t ofllcUl, school 
lion w^s that It had 
lied that' exceptloai 
made to the Austin 
the discretion of the 
he delegate agency. 
le tgency In Penasco 
•ol board.. 

bal said that during 
R there was "a big 
on. the Incorrect In-
the paper has been 
•NASCO. P'ag«-7) 

^ . - . .JT . _. 

State Economic Opportunity 
DIrecwr Fniok McGuIre said 
Tuesday that altMugh Sen. Cln-
ton Anderson has requested vIS' 
Its 10 several representative 
OEO program, there will be no 
InvesllgaUons or proljes] as 
iome newspapen Have reported. 

McGuire saM that ' although 
the Senator WIH tour five or six 
prograni sites torn. It will not 
be an InvesUgation. 

He sakl that Sen, Joe Mon-
toya also requested Infomatton 
from ^ U n concerning some of 
the programs. 

Both Anderson and Montoya 
were quoted u having express
ed criticism of the poverty pro
grams in the stale by a Santa 
Fe paper Sunday. According to 
the article, Senaur Anderson 
had u k l he intended lo k)ok Imo 
the situation u much as pos
sible. ' - • • • 

Senattor Montoya was quoted 
u having at tacked ' the Head 
S u r t Project. in the s u t e u 
"riddled with nepottsm, where 
school officials and other spon
soring agendes allegedly h a r e 
hired relatives In vMatkxi of 
OEO regulatkw." • . ' 

erence to the Penasco School 
District, where k>cal Commun
ity Action oi'iicials have taken 

tin, Tex., which issued .an opin
ion, bul McGuIre sakl he had 
not .received a copy on Tuesday. 

McGuire a d d e d that the 
board's a(lorn*y, Eliu Romero, 
"assured me that the s c h o o I 
board will comply with all of 
OEO's regulations," and said 
he considers the problfm as re
solved through tocal actions. 

Boy Dead, 
Man Held 

Islas E. Martinez, La Cordil
lera, U, Sanmlay was arraigned 
on cfiJirges of manslaughter aft
er die car wtilch he w u driving 
struck and, k l lM Johnny Panl 
Garcia, U, of Rtnchos de Taos 
Friday night. Martinet Is being 
held hi lieu of COOO cash bond.. 

The accident occurred about 
S:SS p.m.': on Friday about, a 
quarter-mile east of Rabchot de 
Taos on State*Road. 3 near 
Talpa, -v^ 

According to poIKe, Garcia 
waa riding hli blcyclb ia a north-
westerly direction ^akmg 
side of the highway when hs was 
struck by the Martinez car 
which was travellng'ln tne same 
dirpciion. The boy was -.jtrr •••.-

Issue wilh the school boar,land J f / « ' ; ' ! ° * " * • ."^O * ' " : 

superinlendem b e c a u s e - a S t r n P l ^ * - ' " ' " " , ' T ' "".^ * " , " ! o^-,arrival at a local hospital. 

According to police, Martinez 
was carrying two other pas.ien-
gers In his car. They were nol 
Injured. 

The. Inquest held In the boy'i 
death, presided over by Justice 
of the Peace Fllemon Sanchez, 
ruled that Garcia died of mulll-

Dept. of Health, said pollution 
:|rom human habitations Is far 
: greate^ in consequence than the 
j small amounts oJ Industrial con-
lamlnatloo from a heallh point 

^of view. 

I Fair said he was ri3t condon
ing the Industrial pollution, but 

^L-.:cnded. lo point out that If 
iTaos Is concerned with con-
lamimiiion.' it should consider 

'correcting the operation of Its 
jown sewer pUBlt. 
I He made the comments Tues
day during questioning by The 
Taos News concerning four tafl-
ins» line J ) r t ak | which occurred 
July i. 

Calllng.Ui« discharge of tail
ings into the river- more 'of a 
recreatiort'hazard than a health 
hazard, Fair said 11 will be a 
tew - days befara walsA sampUia 
taken from' tb^ area' i r e .kna -
lyzed; - . f 

He reported that tJie most re
cent analysis made of the slurry, 
on June 13, 'showed- .00 parts 
per million fppm) of cyanWe. 
He said this was a high amount 
and " w e don* like h , " but add
ed that It stlU does not con 
sllime a hfzard U> human wel
fare: '—_—:—' ' • ' • • 

On t h e . average, said Fair, 
,(he analysis from' the slurry 
(the entrance to the • talangs 
pond) readp about .01^. 

."Under certain oonditkins. It 
couM presem some hazard' to 
sensitive stream Ufa. such as 
the bisects fish feed. on. but 
even Uils Is subject to questton 
he explained. / " " . . " -

"We (the SUte'Rubllc Heallh 
Dept.) are trying to maintain 
die waters of the Red River in 
as clean a cooditkn as possible, 
and are well able to'cope with 
t ny sertous sltuath»-tf It de-
vetops." he saM. • ' • . v v i i 

in. addltkKu- her^lpelntoil o « 
that the departmeot- 'ntatnub* 
monltortog stations Wid .can ' ia i 
t esmbM.^- a. matter .of . ) w n 
tbe . cuuusBti'atVn ot p o t s o u ^ 

Governor 
Wariis' 

ber of their relatives were hired 
to work with the Head Surt 
program there. 

,"We suggested the school 
board clearly-define die rela
tionship between the board, the 
superintendent aod the em-
ptoyes." said. McGuIr*.. The 
problem was then referred - lo 

<jBti«gwEarnffnwrpia 

OEO regional office In Aus-L- (See BOY, Page I) 

necBssaiy, and recommend, asiy ^f.. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . a . . . . V . . . A _ — * ^ 

orp 
A sharply wooded telegram j 

from Gov. Jack Campbell has! 
warned tha Molybdenum Corp.i 
o( America plant at Red River 
that siream pollution .and dls-' ' 
ruption of campei^ cannot be 
tolerated. | 

Campbell sent the telegram lo 
warn the mine operators follow— 
Ing four tailings-line breaks dur
ing the early hours on July 1 
and i . A1th.iugh Slate Fish 
Hatchery Foreman Artie Grant 
sakt.he^bad n(^. observed any 
filled fish, iwo groups of canap-
era«i<fere.alerted a t 3 a.m. Mon-
day when Ihe abrasive waste 
material flooded their grounds. 

Grant said that sisme of ihe 
campers got "tailings in- thifr" 
bedrolls',' but thai.he awakeifcd 
others before the tailings c a m e ' 
dist close., He salft die stlt-IIke 
materials was several hiches 
deep, at ooe camptlie near tbe 
"loai 

John, Petty, vice president.of 
tbe mining firm, said the tail
ings line trouble was due u the : 
Ibraslve material wearing 
thrtiogh the 10-lnch lines' thJat' 
carry ihe waste elghfi'mlkSjt I f 
down the canyon. Petty u M th« ' .M: 
silt, canrlod In water t h r o o i t ' 
the Ikie Into s^^Jtf Ings pond,' tn*-' , ; 
Veil downhill at a sbc p e * ' « n i ' . A « " >, 
grade bl sdme places." •;,vi:'--^'*r>'S^^ 

m 
Grant, who u i d h« InvesOgat' 

ed all four breaks, t aU U n t i l 
tbe breaks occurred a t . l i n e 
coopUng^,^ . ' •:,>.:;: ' ' : . ,^yj;:yi 

T»etty exjilatoed iMix heavjylti-
ty pipe t o rpptace fhe worn ia l | -
higf line Is on o"rdftr.;,lo:f6rt-' 
stall btoaks otttU.thjs line e a a 
^ repUced with' the heavier 
jHpe, Petty sakt Ws-flna wlH 
ttmi.the'plpcs u preveaf'them 
tltta.wearl."^ 'hin on tfis 1)0& 

: '^. 

naaruiitMwcsriXi^i 

CS on Fourth of July 
!he' ; : Taos Chamber of Commerce and 
ine' die Taos KIwaals Gub. . ^ , -
er. . : ,- Winning fUit prize In die sen-
he • Representing Red River Oro-
ed . Cery,, J"am Butt. Fort Worth, 

Tex., look third prize. 
iz- ^ • . .Winning; first prite ' a s . die 
. ' S t . ' best-dressed kenior cowgiri was 
:k, ' the Randall Cotinty queen, oot 
st: klenilfled. Elaine V a r g u of Red 
.•r,. ' ^^Biver took second place.repre-

' . ' • sendng White Horse Sublea. 
as'; . •'•. T h e b e a ^ o f tbe Rabdan Coon-
•». - . ty Sheriffs Poase ;'look ,flrst 
:t- ' place t o - t h e biest dtessed scn-
er r : tor cowboy,. , ; - ^ ' ' : ;^. ' . : . 
,bi ''- :V Tddof ' -pr izes ' .for"' tfait • beat 

•J - fVits.wete River View, Isa and . 
v'iGreett M o o a t t e U t e r ' i i t h t i n t 

,. i,4':|iKJB,tTh»-ttoal**rttirR«l-

River Ski Area took second i • 
place, while a float from Lewis 

_^Randi took third. 
•' The Red River Hillbillies look 
first prize for their novelty floal, 

. and GoMen Eagle Lodge had the 
best-decorated Jeep. 'A tloat en-. ' 
titled "Red River of Bust" from 
Lubbock, Tex., took firsf prize 

-. lor die (toat representtag the 
,• farthest point from Red River.-

Calhoun S t a t e d that. e v e a l _ 
though there w e i i j o J a n d s ta 

'- tbe j a r a d e . it was a i exciting -> 
' , and ^otorful event •.,-;•'; 
.-. Prize "wtenen were reoog-

Bbed at tbe Red'Rfver COmmo- ' 
- Bity.Roaia a t ( p j n . ^ July t ~ 

• >od tbe boxy dhiywaa awdnded . ' . . ^ 
.-.. 'wMi'sqiiare daBcJogi--^i',t-i^.yf'.,4,v-' 
• • '"~^'" ' ' -^ ' - ' ' \ r~—'C^" ' ' - -^ 

nurtiOcr of 'BufUiiUiiB, 
chlorination. 

Tfklrg a swat «i tlw \oiin\ 
of Taos sewer treatment plant, 
which pours seml-lreated sew
age Into Taos Creek, Fair called 
ll "the most sertbus pollution 
problem I have ^ seen fal that 
part of the counly." 

Fair also pointed M the Umn 
of Red River as a source ot hu^ 
man contamination. Both Red 
River and Taos are presumably 
working on soluttons to their 
contaminatkm problesM, 

Fair concluded Uiat he has 
seen aquatic life •*lWIng and 
thriving In the present Moly
corp Ulllngs pon<}." . . 

Plriilbrm Meet • 
, • . . . f . - • - , . . • • . . : . • • • 

AU members of the SUta Ptatr 
k r m Committee are lavitad Mi 
a meeethig a t 10 a j n . ' l a f h « 
AlbuquArpie HDlan Hotef Sat-' 
urday, Mailas <3ucan,- cbaltmaa 
annowcedir.;:---_»,; ja^jsJjfeji^;!^ 

. H ' 'h-- r inf . 

.Kaf istenated. persQoa i i e al^; 
as irelcome„sakl Cbacaa.:»<^ 

wqar out most frequentl/where, 
the in-d" Is iteepfit. 

An Associated Press import, 
Tuesday said thai the engineer
ing firm which built-the line. 
Western-Kiiapp Co. of Sen Fran-
clKo, was Wtpec'ted to arrive 
Tuesday to smdy the Ibie and 
make recommendations, 

The statement said that the 
engineering firm had estimated 
tbaVlP^l'ne would last for five 
years; however. It .has been In 
use only sbt months. ' . > >,. 

A company spokesman ex
plained that a man patrols the 
length of [the pipeline every 30 
minates: p e patrol is in radk) 
contact ^ t h the mine swliclt-
board, 
"Severa l spbrtsmen's cluhs 
have.; protested t b* Hoe breaks 
atid opressed eodixni about the 
jpurity bfthe ' wk te r^u well as 
ihe/ef l teU of the :laflIng3'oa 
sqjiiatic iind. flsh l i fe ; ' -c .̂ - . ; 
•f Monday, (Jnlte&l^resS la tema-
& o a l repiSrted-thiat C«IT Ansr' 
tto. executive'aeetetary' of tte •,; y 
N e f Mexico .Wildlife and COT- . . t ^ ; 
ierratlod Aas twould t iy to ob^., 
tafii>tnog itadhiiolhittop ) q ^ ' 

:'kit!:Si^k:^i^^9mv^j^'''^-:: -l^:'.\-v-^'i:'':-^: fr^l t ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^.'i^imt^ 

' * i 
1-

- (>M.a 

^ 1 

^uyy:^^'p-7\i-'-*w:^\ v-vM*^*'<i»'B<ht̂  a«rep(p^.r! 
. The Taoa -Town .QnaeOiwl 

Iwttlts^regnlar maaiiiay .Oie<*-G 
ii«TW Ite T o ^ e o a i w:.T.9 

. Tab iBwaiitg,̂  affje<Ma"̂  
die fitit lfoodair>a*dr 
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Iminuniutton clinks and to pro
mote inch thlnfts » ni«]lcal 
:eachtng dlnlci." Mn. Lleur-
anco said that Mn. Dyer plans 
to publlih regular report! on 
home vlalti and child car« din-
Ici to Intorm Ihe people In tht 
arnA ai to Ihe wofk of the IHib-
llc Health otflce, 

Dr, Mfcrlan Holopp, district 
health officer.-hai jrceivrd a 
irant from the U.' S, Public 
leatth Servic* for building 

Riilnlnlnence progratni. Fundi 
(nun ^U Rrantjwould l>e used 
lo mainlalti the office" donated 
to house Mn, Dyer, If she finds 
an office In Questa. 
-U an o(tlc«-U (OWH), th» pro
gram in Questa will be conduct 
ed by a doctor from Santa Fe, 
a public heallh nurse, a pn)](K:t 
manager and a nutritionist. 

In order for ieflnltc plans 10 
be made, ttie public heallh of
fice nee^s to be assured "W an 
office. All cooperation In Questa 
wtU be appreciated, according 
to Mn, Lleurance. 

" • • • ' • • , ' ' . ^ ; v • , / • * • 

'Not Don 

PROPOSED 

G E N E L U S K , Democratic candidate for governor, 
Mrs. J. Benttp Vigil, Mrs. Pollto E: Martinez and 
Fabian Chavez, Democratic candidate for lieutenant 

governor, are pictured at the well-attended tea giv-^ 
en by the Democratic Women at Indian Hills, Sat* 
urday afternoon. -(Taos Newi PhotO)-

So Falqlilies, Just Hectic Weekend 

(Coaitnued Frotn Page Ocw) 

Three, traffic accidents were j Rebecca Baca otf the road into 
ireponed by Sute Police m Taoi the ditch. Trujlllo then left t h e 
Icouniy cmr the hectic Fourth of.scene. 

Coamy CAP or of the Board of ĵ̂ jy weel(-<nd, | Tnijllto was apprehended by 

Dlreaon of any ol the delegate j fjo ê of the accidents in^lvedi^'^f* ^ ' f l * " ' * ^ ? ' ^ ^ \ ' ^ ° ^ -
igenclea. with Oie e^ceptton ihati,,^^,,^,^ ^^ ^ ^ , , „ j ^ ^ ^ ^ ,̂,>riguez and T. A Drcnnai^ later. 
the «afWlrector of a d-^eRatt.^ ^ " ~ — — 
agency may serve as a \*otlng 
member'of the Taos County CAP Investleatlng ofncer. Abel 
Advisory Council. jRodrigun, reported ihaiTfiny 

(b) Near rtUllves (h-sband. "''"•'"^'- Q""'^' * " '"^°''''*^ 
wife. son. dflughrer. mother, fa-!^.'' ""^" " ^ """f' ' " " ^ R*̂  
ther. siser, btwher. «m-in-]aw,l'''^" ^" P"day. Maninez fajl-
dauRhter-in-law. father..ln-Iaw.l«J '" noRouate a curve and his 
sister-i.vlaw.andbrwher-in-lawli'^"- °^-" ' '"^«J- ^<^"^ "^"^ 
of the Executive Director of ihcL'" ^^J""" repon«l. 
Taoo Cout«y CAP, of the Chalr-j Laurenclo Padiila, Rar>chosile 
man ot the Advisory Councilj'TiM. driving near die juntiion'ple injuries resulting'from ao 
Statf, Directors ot the ddegate'of State Road 3 and highway 111,̂ automobile accident, 
agencies, or Chairman of t h e failed to ne^late a cunT a nd| Ortandi Garxrta, i;nc]e of the 
3oard of Directors of the de-|ovrrtumed on the roadside, Pa-iboy, was hli legal guardlaiL : 
legate agendes. Abo. no near'dina sustained minor injunes. | The fatality brings this year's 
relative may bold any pOKttion! A hit and mn accident, lnvolv- counc to 11 fbr Taos County 
where there La an authority or inj, Alfredo Trujlllo, Catwn, oc-ITWs li pne more than wis kiUed 
re^pomiblllcy r«Jatlon*lp be-jcurred on Monday evening. Tni-Jln tbe county at the lame time 
tween them W order or to re- jnio n„xtk a Car driven by Juan' last year, 
commend personnel actlora." viRil, Santa Fe. and, then at-! Tbe last county fatality alsQ 

•ttcmpiedloleave[heic«neo(the;tavolved l boy^tnick while rW-
acc»dent by entering Into t h e r Ing • bicycle. That acddent oc-

.west bound Une. passing Vigil.!ctirred In'Canon and iwuhed 
In the prwess o/_p««ing_Tru-lla tha death-ct-AberDTEiplD^ 
)iH<rx car ftwccJ s car drtten by/i3Ei. IS, of Ctnoo.'. ' - • • 

Mn. Baca and the four childrwi 
riding in the car were not In-i 
lured. 

Tnijlilo was cited for leaving 
the scene of an accident and for 
careless driving. 

- . ^ 

BOY 
(Continued Frfni Page Ooe) 

^10' 
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'MunMade Fire' 
Burns Acreage 
' Forest Service offlclati uld 
T\ie«dfly that a man-made- fire 
near U.S.' Hill in the PenaKO 
area burned jwoor three acre* 
on the Fourth ot July. 

f̂  Forest Service spokeiman 
stated that investigations wer«j 
being conducted and fhat "they 
had « pi«ty good kle« who 
caused the fire," 

Regular rangen fiwn Tioa 
were dispatched'to fighrthe-ftre, 
and It wai under control before 
It had caused major damage. 

Around & About 
Mrs. Agnei Avlta and her 

gracKldaughter, L 0 r e t ( i Ann 
AvUa, have , rMuned from t 
three-week vacation at Lai Ve
gas.. Nev., where they visited 
Mn. AvUi'i daught«,r.>tn-biw, 
Mrs. ^eta AvUa and family, and 
family, and alt&Kled the grtdu-
abOQ otjttlih AvUa.tbe TaM-
,en9'x..jni])d«QtL-iiL;.ar.das»' of 
7». Mn. Ptte AvUa wlJi move 
to Aibuiiuentue late iMi month, 
_wl tSJCelth- plannlng-to.enier- the 
Unlvenlt3fc o* New Meiko in 

tlM-faa r^-^^r-;^V 

GOVERNOR 
(Continued From Pa^e Ooe) 

have been using the DepartmMt 
of Development ah a whipping 
boy recently cogid better repre-
•ent the Interest of the people 
by putting a itop to Industry 
turning our rivers Into leweri. 
Certainly the iporttmcn want 
the Dept. of Develt^inent tb 
bring In more industry,' but not 
at the expense of li-.e health of 
any par£'of the ecological com-
muifliy," Austin stated. 

In thc telegram to Petty. 
Campbell said: 

"You have Informed ui that 
for nme time >'0u have had un-
•lerway a complete review of 
jhe design and conitruction of 
your tailing! lines with thc view 
of reinforcing ' and I'ublllztng 
them. Please inform tu ImnW' 
dlatety as to the status xfJlbe 
review and what^ atepa you are 
taiilhg Immediately u> correct 
tha aUuatkni< î-: ___——^ 

The State Fkianca Board ap
propriated special fundi for-a 
study of water pollution in New 
Mexlco'i major arcanu last 
mAnth:' ;, . , ' •••'"• • ' -••:''' 

',:'̂ m$MB':tm:St 

JU81 to, 
"Whilr.tliejiou. 

Mate literally 
Uw July Vtit̂ pi 

jjuft imokprj 
George Torres 

, ! Foreet wcai,'. 
!* high of 01 a;̂  

from his Wf 
homo In Rar 

Tuesday, Twr 
.log, iHlt MIJ t,( 
jaboutiheiamo 
.higher. 

Four other Ne 
recorded temper 
jdegreei Monday 
high mark wiih 
had 103, Carijbi. 
tn«. 101. . 

_j_preclp(tafi( 
Taoa Cotinry,., 
•howen Wert 

Ve^lerr mouniji 

PENAS 
(Continued Fnif 

publishing." TT 
wai "gotten frt 
people." 

The school boj 
OfflcUIly, that It 
Ralph Rivera, C 
cooperate with t-
•tandaup'tn ihtet: 
that be tuts -DO 
with the boanJ." 
the itatfiment It i 
bdd OQ Ĵune H'L 

.J. R..I<oinero r 
h r a complete ti 
an anti-poverty pr 
ing with the Tiot 
otnca and luH u. 
EducatlOQ LIveliif 
to investigate «%\ 
"hava, not receJvtc 
fiOm the prognm 
•were promlseti." 
was leconded by 
was decided'that I 
tions .will be carrk 
board and by. offk 
tattvei of higher c 

MarcelllfK) Rtrr 
against the nfeasur 
he "did not feel i; 
ai other board m 
Accordlflg to Mar<)c 
•HELP_ ofnclaL Rf 
that fii) felt It wLj 
MM of-thfr'ichoot 
veatl(at£. other agr 
' M ^ coinmAtj we 
from Rivera, who 
Pat Trtijlllo. Rh-er 
said that the CAP 
on the'aclfca taken 
Dco ichcol boifo: 
rectbtg the Bead S; 
In (JuMu. - : ; • 

Mn. RoybAI-iu 
icboot board aba n 
they be »ent a copy 
latloiJ which tisjulr 
boardj to puUlah Ih 
their meetfngi Id I 
pen. • The r^giiai 

[.on page IS or "Po 
and—timifatfcri-' 
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Iwas A Twinkling Christmas In Ta6 
Chrtitmai ta the 
ear thine* nlght-

of hundrada 
a& b m e i , 

i^atAi buitoeu. 
as, prompted In 
,nual Oirtstmas 
carried out by 
nc Cooperative, 
103 Chamber of 

Sr., Penasco. third and 113 ind The f 
" ^ i ' B»ehtel. Theodora Street conic,i 7 ' ' ^ , " *'''^'^' '" "^^ i " " - ^ond-p lace priie and C3 past midnight on Dec. M trying ch^ 
and Mick E. Onega (XJMI. ' ,n^ ̂  K I ° ' buMnesslwai won by the Liiac Shop, Pla-lio decide 00 wliwen. Emrles La 

nen. ^ J t U l T ^ ' ' : ' ' - ' " ' ^ ' - <^^- ' ^ ^tore, on Taos Plaia. J15; 
^ [ » ^ i i h hundreds jf Iarol...,nd tounh. (or 110, were Pint 

a ma ire 
Northern Savings and" Loan 
Asin.. and Topiy Cleaners. 

Mn. MibH M. Kuykendall. 

Tailings IJnc Doe.s No D 

iCame i n i F l * officials I L , ° ' * ' ' " * ' " ^'" ° " " ^ ^ ' ^ ^ - chahTii.n of the Chamber's arts 
iradiltonal dur-ied that there *»siwdamjKeio ^ v, i, ' commll-ee, said "three or lour 

: ^ ; t : ^ p ^ - ^ r z : ^ £ ^ "̂- ̂ '"™'"'— 

Llcbert; Rose 
Adolph 

were Judged on the use of tra-jCo^dovas; Mary 
ditlonal lighting, greenery, color| Roberts; Annabe 

j e 

' ' % ' ^ J ! ^ ; ' ^ ^ ' . ' ^ ^ ^ ' " ' ^ dfpanmfn: iari break ca.ld be r ^ i r ^ d 
. , « t . Medina s,that alOwxiĵ h '^ l i . . , , ^ , ^ „ „ , , , ^ J " ^ , ^ . 

• tos on the roof coupling for abooi t .o hou.T 

and design, oriKlnallty. and ex
pression of the Christmas spirit. 

Kit Carson CoOp donated a 
total of JiOO in priie money for 
the coniest. Two JiO fourth 
prizes were donated by Radl(H 

, . Station KKIT. 
J^est of entered in the contest were Entered In tbe residential 

er CAT.STKL '.<Kad to be decoraied. She taid lighting contest w r e Albert Cas

tillo. Leathermah; B a c h t e I; 

!n<»e o( [he effloeai 
!:r\x\i irno tf-.f r . \ rT. Go\ 

iome Q1 the homes not m com-
pem>on w'ere decorated as elab
orately as LTose eniered, 

Ecira-'-.ts in the hghting con-
hicti '.est ha'.e incrr^iifd \-ear!y,-Mrs. 
m»- Kuvkenilai: laid. Thli year there 

Ja;i< *ere mice aj mativ ctxiiesiar.ts 
- rh- r—L*— rv^.i. . . .w_ L - . ^' ^*'' '•"•'"" ^ Ca:Tv>bif;i Ttyfr.•.'.̂  der^i.TJcJ as LVre uere -.hree sears ago, 

. earJj-O Lopei^diio/'.ered c i l ±> r,^. o( _^i^ - . ^ . ^ . ^ . ^ '.^ ^ „ ^ 

'otlardo, Plac< 
jlllo. Loa Include 
TruJUlp, Counl^^ 

elarde; MrS^tore, 
Onega. First 

' I 

Cattle FouiK 
Seven cattle were (ound shot ly Dec. 

to death in an abandoned cd-jwere li: 
lar near Tres Piedras e a r 1 y | ner, U. 
last v -̂eek. according to Julian 

Archuleta, brand inspeaor. 
Coca: George Frank, Sou th 
Sanu Fe; Mr. and Mn. John L. 
Gonzales, Los Pandos; Bud' 
Howe!!, Upper Ranchitos: .^doi-ihe cattle had been transported 
fo Martinez, Canon: Conrad ;to ,he jHe alive and shot be-
Maninei, Placiiai; Tomas P. 
Martinet, Rancbos de Taos: Me-

er. Arc 

respons 

Archuleta said that apprently'attempi 
Itself h 
brush. 

fore being dumped IntD the eel- v ^"^ ]^^ '̂  ' 'brand 
dina: Mn. E. P. Randall. Sanla lar. He said there ara no sus 

Fe Road: Ginger Rivgll, Pla-lPec" ^ the case. 
c lu : Mn. Arsenio .Romo Jr..I The "cattle had be<n 

docs DO 
Ms. He '. 

dead iwere si. 

!N TAOS. H. MEX. 

USE YOUR 
CHARGE CARD 

sad Ben Kar'ner, »ho »ere upiLower Ranchitos; John B. San- about a week when found car- l e n bee 

Onty offer Qiriitmoi tan yav g«F v o l u t i lilt* ihe ie , Fohuloui clata«ut prtcea all through tha i 
plwt bfond new, ipectol purchases a t axciting saving*. Com* aarlyl Bring your Panney Chart 

-En 

< WOMEN: 
M M 

I U S 

Scarves *^ * " ^ 

t H MOW 

HOW 

50< 

a ^ I M 

doves i^„^ _̂  
High Socks ^ 
'anfs J T . ^ -
" C O T 4 fw^^m. Ba*. U t a . K M ^ U«. 

v e a r 4 P^MM. a*̂  u n . m^ * M*. 
.3U 

'r 

S a ^ U-w - ^ -

ers i^i,« 
ersT 
ers ' 

MOW •4" 
Tl 

-. 1 ^ u n - ixm 

T MB 

Wool Pants ,Vr. '3 ' : , 
J Knit, Tops SllrMtf 3^ 

MOW 

anrs t_ u.n „ 

'—( rwu a t rhn 
•» !?,»• 
'W l PW4 i f r ^ 
**^ 4 t l 

ants Set u ^ . t t . f i NOW 

wow 

*8 

'6" 
.4« 

FOR INFANTS 

Over-
Sleepers 

SOW 

Pram Bags 

Kflitted 

Sleepers 
$199 

>^ t ia t . n*m " M a . 

Snowsuit 
5888 

Polo Shirts 
Sh«rT S in I a 

2 fo rn 
i-

d BARGAIN DAY 
Entire 
Towhc 
reduce 

REG. 49.95 ANI 

REG. 59.95 ANI 

FOR MEN: 
Underwear 'J^ Jn 

•jacket It^.n"-! 
Wintpr Cops û  „.„ 
Shirts 1,̂  u 
Shirts Sr«.« 

soi l 
.NOW '8 

t x i i 
-HOW 

:.NOW M" M.B. 

.-MOW 

.MOW 

W M ( 

ii . ta 

FOR THE HOME 

Scott»f Roqs 

5^ 

Sport Shirts;:; 
Sport Shirts trSiT!!! 
Long Coots tTir 

.HOW 

lOoa 
« ' M.D. 

« 4 " 

11.tt NOW 

JIOW 

•16" 

H.B. 

so« 

M.D. 

Wintir Jacket tf^,',';;.^ 16':. 
Winter Jacket " * * - ' - " ! • « . IT.ta. MMP' '13 M.D, 

Winter Jacket S ^ t i ??.«'13 «., 
Winter Jacket X%TSt»»'16"M.. 
Winter Jacket ^ 5=rnm'29'l.. 
Winter Jacket Sr.,fl»rS:. MO«. 
Dress Gloves'Sl^T— i»w v'3" M.B. 

Dress Gloves *.:r,^^^w *2*1̂  
Thermal TODS. Drawers fr̂ .M V. 
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reiiacnu,, inciutung leverai 
, art BtKlnawhy Uiebleachwi ftrfl^/wronilttfte < 

.uuier 
teacheri, 

;rr,-the recent _ . . 
.. pened lo UM mmey m$ed by student fund 
'-. drlv«4for thebleftchers. - - ,.......- -, .̂ * 
-" "They should give them back tf they 

' don't waht to use ihem," uld famed artist 
Dorothy Brett, whow painting, "Twelve 
Moons of Troy" Is listed for sale. ' 

. "It's a blti)f an outrage when you give a 

Ealnting and then Ihey throw It li> a 
asement." added the artist. Another o( 

her paintings, "Airplanes," is now In 
storage In the school administration 
building's basement, 

"To build bleachers?" she said. "You 
mean benches? Why don't they.build their 

j Gary Stribling, m a n a g e r of Mountain Bell 
— :he first s t reet number in Taos history at the 
(V headquar te r s a t "109 Armory S t ree t 'Nor-
0- buildings in the downtown a r ea now boast v 
-<-the new p rogram. . ' 

^ (Staff Photo by Paul Merz) 

r adopts budget 

State sues Molycorp 
for reporting failure 

lO has been 
75-76 fiscal 
3t the Taos 

1* than the 

and Bill 
lithe Town 
r's share of 
ent 912,000 
(or most of 
he request 
ixt regular 

1 hotel and 
'''he one-

ind the 
-..<: to get 
1 tax, or 60 

I be'used"to 
Town'A 40 
e general 

ome of the 

fs deputy 
. seriously 
I Highway 

i returning 
le'Amalia 
employed,. 

a pickup 

Chamber's accomplishment of the past 
year, said he believes "has fully justified 

-ita uste of the mon fey;" and that In his 
opinion the expenditure "has returned 
manyfold to the community." 

The directori met Monday, April 21, at 
LaDonaLuz.. 

The only change adopted In the proposed 
budget was a stipulation that a $2,400 Item 
as.a '"reserve for salary review con
tingency" and for part-time help, did not 
necessarily mdan that the Chamber's two 
full-time employes automatically would 
receive pay Increases, 

Harrison reported that 15,000 of the 
Chamber's new four-color process 
promotion brochures are scheduled for, 
delivery by week's end, and. that 
distribution will commence immediately. 

, Provision was made In.the new budget 
, for, an addition $30,000 brochures at a 

"FganESaiRRl in the next fiscal year. THe 
initial 15,000 .will be paid for out of the 
current budget. 

In other actions, the boarti received a 
report from Arthur Ortiz, heading the 
goals and'. objectives committee., The 
report was broad in nature, Indicating a 
desire to improve the economic situation-

,of the entire county. : .—^ 
,. There was unanimous agreement that 
"input" on goals should be solicited from 
segements of the county other than the 
business community, In hopes of reaching 
a greater degree of unanimity. 

Z^eekeiid 
arrival al 

auengetn; 
/Ortiz. 20, 
tiple frac 
ransferred' ' •''/•'••'•̂ '•''••"" i"''-"^"'-•"••-•' '"" -
Fp-whinrp." . A slight cooling trend__l8 predicted ior_ 
iditlbn:...--/'Taos 

Suit has been brought against. Uie 
Molybdenum Corporation of America on 
b-ehalf of the State of New Mexico for 
alleged violations of state water quality 
control regulations. 

The mining corporation near Questa Is 
said to have allowed mine tailings to 
pollute the Ucd River on three occasions, 
and to have given late notification of the 
pollution. 

The allegation of vlolatlcins of Water 
Quality Control Commission Regulations 
5:-201 and 1-203 was filed Monday bythe 
Commission and Its constKuent agency., 
the Environmental Improvement Agency 
on behalf of the State of New Mexico. 

Spillage is said to have occurred July 6, 
1.974, Jan. 31, 1975, and April,9. 1975, 
[wllutlng Uie Red River. The Jan. 3t 
discharge allegedly also defiled the 
Goathill Campground "located adjacent to 
the Red River." 

The Investigating agency, the EIA, 
charges that "each of Uie Defendant 
(wrporation's discharges . . . were of such 
nature and quantity as to injure'or be-̂  
detrimental to human health, animal or 
nlant life or property, or unreasonably 
Interfere with the public welfare or the use 
of property, and that upon notice or 
knowledge of each dfschai-ge, the 
Defendant corporation did not Im
mediately notlfv the Chief Water Quality 
Division, Environmental . Improvement 
Agency, of tho nature, amount and 

-location of the dlschargt.^' ~— 
In addition to the $1,000 fine for each 

discharge, the suit asks the court to. 
"require the Defendant corporation to pay 
liie cost of cleaning up the. waters 
^lolluted" and to "permanently enjoin the 
][>efendant" and associates "fi'om further 
jjermltting, causing, suffering orallowing 

-wastewater-conlaining,-mine,.taUinBS_to 
enter the Red River, the Rio Grande,- or 
any of their tributaries." 

tloned. It's a question of whether they were 
or were not reported as is required by 
law," he said, declining to comment., 
further on this aspoct .of 'he case. 

"We should wait and see what happens 
in court;" jieexfflalrted. 

.-necessary for 
: , Eariier prof 

the bleachers 
the bond issue 

. exttnt on fund 
' high school sit; 

A bond Issut 
' by the voters 

three-to-one m 
announced r«-
$400,000 wort 
denomination; 
opened on Ma> 

The school 
- $800,000 In bf 

projects for w 
new vocation 
TaosH1^5ch 
Elementary, 

' Elementary, a 
When the bo 

capacity limit 
this year and 
agreed that t̂  
the cfifeteria ( 
issue's money. 

The cost of 
been estlmatet 

Orlando Q^ 
architect's pr 
vocational b 

>'V 

WeoJ^mt 

Museum sign sm 
An 18-year-old Taos man and a juvenile 

have been arrested for assault, disorderly 
conduct, and resisting arrest after an 
Incfdent in -which their auto allegedly 
demolished a telephone pole and a sign 
pointing'to Uie Mllllcent Rogers Museum 
on U.S. 64 north of Taos. 

The arrest, which Involved a brief melee 
with a Taos police officer and a New 
Mexico state policeman, occurr£d early 
Friday morning, according to .police'' 
reports. ^ .. ' * 

Officer Ben Tafoya of the Taos Police ' ' 
Department said he was patrblUns on 
South Santa Fe Road when he noticed two 
vehicles "backed up against,-each other' ' 
and appearing to be loading items from 

•one car trunk to another" In the Jack 
Denver Cafe parking lot. 

Tafoya, noticing extensive damage to 
the front end of a vehicle belongirig to the _ 
juvenile, said he_wa5Jllnsultedl-by-the- ' 
yooni, wlib reTused to show him driver's 
license or other Identification, and was 
then allegedly'• attacked .personally bŷ  
RobertG.Romo,18,ofTaos.— : 7 

State ./Policeman Johnny Cordova, 
arriving to assist Tafoya in arresting the H 

- pair,- IdenUfied Jhe damaged .vehicle"as";^! 
—.having tieeninvolved hi ~an-accident-' 

-earlier the tame evening as. they ap-:' 
roa5hed_U,S.lM Jromzthe"Rio Grande^ 
' rge Bmlge, failed to negoUate a turve, 

,Anyiurther.waterqualUy.Ylola,Ilons.WUli:;::4M-itrucluUie-telepiione.poIe-and-»ian 
be fined $10,000 for contempt of court,-lf.• 
the suit UsuccessfuU. - j - • • :J^ ' ' :• : : 
. "Irreparable harm.'daniage 'and Injury 

will follow and be done to the^ltlzens of the 
thU weekend_by Uie^I^tlcmal 

108 County ••' -Weaffier. Service. ..Variable amounts of 
loth after cloUdiness are predicted witii moderate 
-than-two -iwlndbiessfn tbe afternoons. High's should 

tii:C-il: >:tv..b« In tbe upperM't or tow fiO's with low's in 

eWde, iU ?rfĉ TK>» M no raeawrabteTJredpltaU^ i»ed to;niiniportl|be^f*Mte 
.'.^jMt/iW^^Tbs b i ^ temperUture for tbe ;*tralllng8*' from the mtoe^tojii^*tapag 

,.'nve dld.li«ve;ibA-^;«il£i 

The'lel^jhone pole, said Cordpvarfiai -
since been replaced^-^-vr^ ' ' -^ ' ' •/. 
::'HTaIoya said they."threatened the lives of 
*" ;e_omcem^lirlflgilhe_arresl^anc 

SlateorNiwMexlc6'imI«tFIfiexo"naucl.of • charfled.tBTSBver and the Juvenile" with 
die [)efendant,above xomplained-ol.ls" ' ' " • -^ •' -•^assault, <Usorderly conduct and resisting 
j?ermanentIyenJoined/'tbesultreads.fc^'-^.v:t:«rrest; ,A%;??<̂^̂^̂^ • ' 

GeneDewCT General•Managenjf.MoIr^f-^THeaMvei^^dhas since'been turwd-^ 
luorp., agreed that Uw spttlaM dlioccur.^OTer^to MavenlJe authorities..^ was ad^ 
disiiirged from breaks tetW|2iana:«f,Jt^ by sUt({ police witb 

iiuriM; 

Vwere _ - , 
ji?t^wedEiruM:(Je|reea,-AprUl8. and thaJow.-.- jwod.* 

' • ̂ ^i^iMt 17 degreef April 19. 

SHAMBLE 
as all t 

,. _ . . . . -irectional 

this week, accordlngto tbe 

;.j.a:;x.-r^.ii!/.--
• . ' « " • ' . . ' * . • 

^eek after 
CautoMobilc 

• • > i / ; V i ^ ; - : 
i^^vt^d 
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VETERANS DAY-Celebratlng the traditional 
"Veterans Day" on Tuesday morning — the llth 
hour of the llth day of the llth month — were these 
veterans, most of whom remember service In 
World War I when the original Armistice Day was 

celebrated. From left, they are Andres A: Torres, 
•Avenazio Romero, John vigil,-.Jacob Bemal, J. 
Felix Sanfistevan, Luciano Garcia and Juan D. 
Gonzales. 

(Staff Photo) 

r 

Q 

Molycorp^s earnings rise in quar te r 

( 

District Judge John B. Wright 
haa struck down charges by the 
Environmental Improvement 
Agency (EIA) that Molycorp 
failed to report within a 
required period of time waste 
spillages into Red River. 

Judge Wright held that rules 
and regulations promulgated by 
the EIA Are not enforceable 
under provisions of the state's 
Abatement of Water Pollution 
Act. 

liie judge, speaking In the 
El^Ui Judicial District Court 
in Taos, expressed the hope that 
the slate'^agency would appeal 
the decision to a higher court in 
order Uiat Uie intent of the 
pollution statutes will be 
clarified.' 
. Molycorp was charged with 
not iromediately notifying Uie 
EIA o( accidental spills into Uie 
river on July 6,'1974. Jan. 31, 

.1975,. and April 9, 1975; The 
second discharge allegedly also 

, polluted'.Goathill Campground 
three miles east of Questa, 

.The state, represented by 
EIA attorney Charies Griego. 
was asking a penally of Jl.QOO 
for each vlolallon of Slate 
Water Quality Cbntrol Com
mission Regulations 2-201 and I-
203. 

Regulation 2-201 prohibits the 
discharge of refuse Into a 
natural watercourse. The other 
deals with notification of 
pollution to the Water Quality 
Control Commiaslon. 

Griego said the EIA was 
Informed'of an ll-hour break 
occurring on July 6 In the 
Molycorp pipelines. " " 

The next word they had of 
spiltage.'he said, was on April 9 
when the Game annd Fish 
Depariment reported dead fish 
In the area. 

Molycorp general manager 
Gene Dewey admitted tn an 
affidavit that leaks did occur 
from accidental breaks In the 321 
miles ol pipeline which carry 
mine waste to a tailing pond. 

He said, however, that he met 

SANCHEZ, David - « years 
I „ old, _ died at Holy Cross 
-. 'Hospital Nov. 6Ui. He was 

,tbe,«mZoI.Mr..and Mrs. 
, '- Augustln Sanchez f̂ om 
^"^Embudor-Rosary-was-held 

Ttiurflday 8:30 p.m. at Uic 
Dlion StJ Anthony Parish. 

. Funeral Mass.was Friday 2 

& m: at St. Anthony Parish \n 
Ixoti and Interment 

followed at the Embudo local 

>; 

/ .--cemetery. Survived by his 
,', Vpa^ts and Grandparents, 
•'•[••: •.. aJndralao by two sisters. 

.^ ^'TTiUTei^:ifrjtm^:»pd. cris-
..-r';•••"';'tenar-^4 years" Casket 
^S, -Trr-^—Bearenr Slfly, RoBendedo, 
^̂ '̂-' K7' ' 'Ttom;. and -Frank Sancbei, 
'.v-T^V-..pjuj lAd'Julian Lopez. 

"S'^v^^^^^Eulo^i^^VRtal—Martinet." 
.••*^v;^43:Gaiw-Tiffle»l''.'S^ in: 

with ElA Dlflclals April \5 and 
reached an oral agreement on 
reporting line leaks, and the 
company has subsequently 
compiled wilh those guidelines. 

Thc agreement was In
corporated into the MMolycorp 
Preventive Maintenance and 
Surveillance Plan and Con
tingency Action and Reporting 
Plan, he said, and a revised 
copy submitted to the EIA In 
June. 

Attorney Lewis Cmpb'ell, 
arguing tor ihe defense, 
claimed that the EIA must first 

>seck voluntary compliance to 
their regulations befofe 
Initiating court action. / 

In fact, he said, six days after! 
the meeting between Dewey \ 
and EIA officials the en
vironment agency brougt suit. 
At this time, he claimed, 
Molycorp was already making 
an attempt to meet ' with 
regulations. 

DA weighs 
charges in 
boy's death ; 

- The disrict attorney's office 
•time can never take away, in Santa Fe- Is considering 
JOHN I. GONZALES left his wheUier charges wlU be fUed 
family a most meaningful against E ; M. Griego; 79,-of-
treasure — his friendships. Trinidad, Colo., whose, car 
We, his family, wish to thank 'allegedly struck and" killed • a' , 

~^Uiofle-who--offered-prayers4'«lx-year'Old-ErabudaJjO)LJaat:_j 
during his hospitalization, ' weekonS.R,nearhlsbome.' : 

-After his death, our •,state Polce in Espinola said' 
sorrowful burden has been David Sanchez, son of Mr.-and 
lightened through the efforts Mrs. Augustine' Sanchez of 

, of Uiose who were John's-^Embudo. had all^ted Thur-:': 
friends. We wish to express gday afternoon from a school 

.our graUluite lo-aU-those—bug'^i^pi^Tiii.ihejiortBBOUBtf: 
1 relatives, and friends who lane and was crossing tbe high*' 

showed . their cfoncern way when struck by the GriegO'" 
•throudi their kind wo'rds, ~Vehtde.- '•' : " y ^ 

-.-Uwugfits..prayers and ac- ' . ;Tbe report.'iaU'Ibc^^outbV" 
^ ttons. In a Ume of s o m v 11 ^yyjy ^as ajrowniso feet by tbe" 

can be consoling to reflect on (mpact,'and'tbat',lfte;Oriego^. 
. how our lives have been vebiclec6UJded,wlth.ttbe;«b6oI 

**:-tnricb^ by tbe love we have-:;:lKi5^ifl« 
. Kiven and tbe love we have ihvestlila 
; ^ r g q ^ ^ . '-'\̂ .'.'' '"'"'- ^yT^r ' .AgQita[;g_ 

^ - V ' h i c i i f a L G o o i a l e t ' ' - f ; / ^ ; J S S & 
.f*W:•-.?•i^^•;.^:•-';^..-':..-•••v4:.3»e«ly• 

CampbeU said there have 
been no leaks since April 15 
which have not been reported. 
He Introduced an adidavit from 
John R. Wright, chief of the 
New Mexico Water Quality 
Control Division of the EIA 
staling that Molycorp has been 
adhering to regulations since 
the agreement was reached, 

Griego argued that though the 
agency must first seek volun
tary compliance. If an en
vironmental regulation has 
already been violated, the EIA 
has the right to seek court r-
remedy. 

"A company could get off 
Scott free by admitting 
violations and promising not to 
do It again." he said, ^ 

^ Molycorp was also objecting 
to answering Interrogatories 
brought by the EIA about types 
of pipelines, connections, 
valves and Joints. Campbell 
argued that massive changes In 
the lines In 1965 and- '66 make 
the questions almost Impossible 
.to answer. 

president, of tha 
HIniano Chambers 

^anachaltTnanofth^ 
"awards committee. 

A Uiird OutsUndl 
Businessowners A 
Taos County reiid 
made to Daniel Jc 
Ojo Callente. oper 
Ojo Callente ( 
Cooperative. 

Taos County b 
who have been vote 
mentions for 1975 In 
Martinez of the Spai 
Chris Mondragon 
Seasons School Pi 
Supplies; Rudy V 
Rancho Builders 
Vargas of Casas 
Nativas; attornej 
Romero, and Euge 
Questa. 

The awards will t 
by Alex ArmendariJ 
the Office of Minor 
Enterprise (OME 
banquet concluding 
conference, schedi 
held at the Four Se. 
Inn In Albuquerque, 

Conference regist 
per person, Includln 
banquet and a 
featuring actress 
Page. Further deti 
obtained from the o( 
Muller, confer 
chairperson, at tl: 
Economic Dev 
Assoclaaiatlon, 204̂  
NW In Albuquerque. 

The most ou 
businessowner awa 
said Lovato, will b 
to Albuquerque 

-^dealer Julian Gan 
-Mrs. AveUno G 
Albuquerqueq ar 

:̂ :.rc.-:>;.-

.^U:. 
. -jy:.: -s r . 

;:-?; '...J.^L:.: 

• .^ 'VA-
..''i.'j 

WilWCiweT 
» 

Novem6eO;i975 
.t^is^*-:;;.:.. .'-v.jiVS^^--^::; 

>;̂ fflcer^«HttiIy,rj 

1 • ; ^ - ' ^ : - s V 
. - • ' - ^ ; •:• S » S 
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Trout dea th news 
saitf 'exaggerated' 

* . Thuri.,Mir. 

ByPHILBATEMAN 
News acconnli o( an cxlenilve Imiit 

" k i l l " I t Ihe Red Itlvor liatcliury worn 
Incorrect, iiccordlnii lo Jim SUndlfer, 
for«mana|ih0halchury -

Barller reporli of a lou o( half Iho 
rainbow irovil due (o a taillngi iplll from 
the Molycorp talUnuB line Into Ihs Hod 

-niverwflrfl8xaggeralert,siflndll«r«ald. 
The hatchery lareman iild the lo» ot 

a,3&0 trout al |he hatchery repreienlud 
only about on* per oent.ot Uia trout 
populalion at the hutchory. 

The btfnk In Ihe tBlllngi line occurrud 
between 4 B.in, artdflslfl a.m, Tuowlay 
momlnfj about ono quarter mil* eaai of Ihe 

• Goal Hill Campground on the llod'Illvor, 
according lo Oui Cordova local Kn-
vlronmental Improvement Agoncy (KIA) 

' reproacntotlve.'* '̂  
StandUer lald that he w u Informed al 

the break soon nilur It oocurrutl uml sliul 
off Iho Inflow of waler from Ihu Itod Ulvor 
Inlo Ihe hntchery, 

According to StundKor. the shut-off wan 
necessary to keep conUimlnnnlH from 
entering Ihe hntchery, 

Slandifer sutd thc Iroul nuffociilcd due to 
a lack of oxy.̂ en (rom Uic reduicd (low of 
writer rallicr than bccaiiBc of a dlrocl In
flow ot Iho tolllngB, 

Tho talllngB do not polaon Iho Ilsh. ac
cording (o Oumc and FUh oriiclnlii, hut 
clog the glllH and cause suflocutlati. 

Slandifer said Ihi-re was no way In 
determine how many fish In the river near • 
Ihe lircak were Wiled, tiul he Ihtiufilit the 
tiKiirc would probably t>e "nilnlnial." 

Htnndllor. RUld thai It WAI hit un- . 
(liTitandlng thai Molycorp wimhl pay for • 
tho loai of Ihe Iroul al tho hatchery. The 
trout coit about tl.iH por jxiund nnd of' 
ficlnia villmolo over WU pound* ot (lah 
wcreklllpd 

Cordova inlri that wnitir •nmplos from 
tho Red Itlvor Hiihmllti'd to thu SclunlKIc 

*Lah In Alhunuertiito by Uic KIA lail week • 
would be teilrd and the rntutta should be 
knowiiln7tolDdayi, 

"We're checking for cnnconlratloiia or 
molyhilcnum, itnc, anionic and all heavy 
metals." Conlova said, 

"We're concernod with Ihci poNslhllUy of • 
flHli kills. Binco most ol the spill will go Into' .t 
IhoUloOramlu," • . : 

According lo Cordova, Ihe break In Ihe ^ 
lino was repidriHl by «i:Hi u,m. Tuesday, , 
l>ut ho was mil sntlstled with tho 
replacement uf I ho plmi. 

''They niplaced li with a rualv, old 
pipe," Cordova said. "Thi<y should have 
replaced It with o new nne." 

Hot) SucrlHon, {ictierul Manager of tho 
mine locaied near Queiila. said that the 
break occurred In a 10 Inch plp»- Duit was 
duo lo be r«t|ilafi'd In Ibe near future. 

"We're In Iho |irocfKH of ctianging five 
miles of the HIICH and teplailng ilieni wilh 
heavier I'i liitti i.iipe," Saerlhim hUld 

According, to Sacrison. the duration of 
llie H|)lll WON about one hour nnd lliere will 
jirubably t)e some efleels o( the spill In Ibe 
river bottom until the spring runoff, 

Tbe pipes carry lalllngH friini Ihe inlllltig 
operation In tbe mine lo ii lalllnK^ pond 
IiH'iiled about nine mlleH Iroin Ibe mliic. 

• : ^ 

Red River Acadc 
tax exernpt ic:'*-.-.-

Red River Acadomy has 
been .granted full ac-
credltallon and a tax-
exempt slatus, 

The private school waa 
founded In September t97G 
al Red Rlycr and now 
boasts an enrollment of 30 

"sludents and three certilied 
teachers. 

The New Mexico State 
Department ot Education 

'granted full accreditation to 
the school afler six months 
of operation, accordlngt lo 

inves t igat ion by the 
de^jarlment estul)llsl)ed 
that thc -school slrlved (o 
meet all re<iulreinents for 
Hchnoling set tiy the .Stale 
Board of Kducnilon. 

"When we started the 
school, this was one of our 
main objectives, to meet 
these renulrenicnts to thc 
best of our abililics," Gear 
said. 

The Internal Revcni4e 
Service , granted the lax-
cxcmpt status lo the school 

- Dr, ,Owen C. Geer" hokd- «"«'* «.Put>" -̂ly, announced 
master " r o c l a l l y n o n -

• ' discrlmtnotory admission 
G e e r said the ac- policy. * 

-eredltctlon-came^ftec-an—The IRS will not grani the' 

Miatiis to private schools, 
who do no! unnounco this 
policy, • according to IKS 
officials. 

The school Is on a 
" l i r l m c s l e r bas i s , em-

];>hasir.ing tho mastery of the 
ifundumentals, while laklng 
.advantage of the outdoor 
environment. Goer added. 

The school now has 
liludents in kindergarten 
(hrough thc eighth grade. 

According to Gccf, the 
mchool will be adding other 
grade levels In the coming' 
years and hopes to add 
d o r m i t o r y f ac t l l l l e s ' 

.iQvcntually. ft 

P O W E n B n i E F I N G - M l k e F l e t che r , P la ins T h u r s d a y (March If 
Klcct r lvc Cooperat ive r ep re sen t a t i ve , ex- vo l t age tran8ml3sl( 
p la ins a point d u r l n g ^ o public meet ing C a l l e n t e a n d T a o s . 

Proposed line concerns 
I'llar residents, concerned with the possible routing of where prolonged exposure • I 

a high voltage electrical lronpittUst'*n-li™!-thcoijuJ^olr _ ^ .fc"!)ctch«ir.̂ AlsUhat Plal. I 
vmwge, made uj/iin>i...'*wji> «>•--'- .—,, --•. , . i \ ' ' ' - ' - ' i v '̂  i,.•v :̂̂ ^Wlw^^eRu | 
meeting with Plains Electric and Kit CarSbh Coopcrinrve''*rifkA');--r(Btf«*S^MiC/. 1 j 
rcpres'-UittvesThiirsdaytMarch 101'; ; ofthcllnea«"n«teded. », 
•' ™j..^.i^"i*»*Fllifc.'^,^ tiro from several of thc Plains Electric, Geni 

residents du».to (ears ot poatlble environmental damage Cooperative Inc., head 
and'safely hazards presented by the construction of the provides wholesale electric 
line. 

Questions were raided at the,-meeting conc~crnliig 
visual impact of the line, right of way easements, loss of 
land values due to the crossing of farm and residential 
property and the possibility of harmful emissions 
produced by the 345kv line. 

According lo MItco Fletcher, right of woy agent for 
Plains, construction damage would be minimal as a 
transmission line does nol require clear cutting as \yould a 
hlgkway or pipeline. .. i <ftk' 

Flelcker said thai the line can bo verjCVell hidden, 
and vlslblllly of the line Isonoof the areas beltig studied. 

"Plains will restore thf land to ltaorlgt«al condition 
aineBrlyasposilble,"FlelcheriBld. ' " -"; ' 

-.-..—^rtMQ«ile»rpr«Ject-m«n«Ber^aidihotJilgh.yoUage_ 
epilssions could prove hllrmful It there was exposure over 
B lonB period of time, and'noted that electric companies 

-iiMWpmhlhll^-frnm nIaHng llnM nwnr rftgldpncfiB or 

Including Kit Carson. 
Plains has contracted 

sciences and engineering 
study an area of approximi 
of Taos to determine possIL 

The. proposed line 
Ca'llerlfe and Taos subsist 
miles. 

Kent MIkkleaon, mam, 
sold at an earlier meeting v 
thai the new lino Is necess 
on the existing line which -
Inadequate by the tSBO's, 

Obifiiaries 
• « ^ 

rVianrronys.'.ao.'Tesideht -
'" ot*Taoa, died Saturday^. , J 

.-, March 12 aa the result of 
• ^ an accidental explosion, \ 

-^-wwhile repairing a*pump. 
JrHe waif a wellrfenown -

;__LweIl driller here for the -, 
•. past" 8' ye1ira'-*»rid"".Is'"^ 

:':':'.. survived by, hit wife,'',^ 
• - • Dorothy r 3 Kiris: Gilbert, \ 

•f-r-Jame*'-and-FllberliilA., 

'Holy Cross Hospital.-X 
native .of Matoon, \\\., 

.'•ne was born on July 29, 
1896 and came to Taos, 

h - with her'husbd'nd. A.'J, 
'.,van Cleave, la ter 

tfUlldlng a honie In Canon 
*•*where they resided for 
-"•"manyyears. Besldosher 

' husband khe Is survived 
-. „_^^y:J_[!l»t«f J n -Benion 

t i ; daughter>in-law,Veasica . . . A r k . and a' s tepr 
•*;'^;rVlglI'(*:'and.1grand- " i d a u g h t e r , Atho i i e 

w::-'vdaughter, Pamela, allof' ' Fellhauserr Belton, Mo. 
"if;;,::';' Tao»r4 slitersi.Lourdes ' .Cremation took place In 
—'^ JJIerrerar-Mafy-Crtago^-^—-Albuqueraue^at—Fair 

—^ :̂  XProte^tMxpected . 
E v e r g r e e n iChai. ' < - " ' • • - * • — ^ • • — ~ ^ * f c - * - * * - « ' * * ^ ' ' * ' • * ' " • • 
Sunday, Morch 6^ i 

'Church in Arroyo Hohdo, ^ ' " 'A ' row of'coltbnwoM© i«Bi-;,Sanla Fe.Road H ex-;̂  
where lhe.F\ ineralMa88:%t*dto.hf l ;U«:obJ«ct ; , f i^ 

iMarcti I7}:at-a public inronntlon session concerning Hw 

GUTIEHREZ, Zacarlia,-77,^orUiP 
i> lltelong resident of Tain, 

d le d__ln .J tolY.-Crglt l 
Hospital, Feb. 28 after an L̂  
Illness. Memorial ^^^Kt^^Thursday^ 
VTce* were heldjJatt^atlVetfi 
"an ion ' s ' Evergroehv 

ira^'^l!»w^wI^^»?^flTa^ea^wIth"tv^ 
Uiiw how, IreM for tB4Ch'on8'<hit down, j ^ ; ^ ;:"*;,; *^ v^^ 

Current t l ins:icUyofJhj^oyaI.of 15 Ireea, LuCertft 

XRE-VLNC 
Will conduct a 
Mexico City Inc 
the Gulf of Me: 
Pueblo, „on the 
Celebration/: p. 
from."Guadalupe 
osf^PIeiise-mak 
sdbn:'We3fIH.ha 

'MiktiZkVL'':%i 
o r ^ ^ p : o : ^ B o x ^ : t t l i 

reteniaiiWriirT 
:p_dls6u9t altert 

,hx. ".»afei 
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cal nian 

er 'nor t r i ' ( (u« ' J r ,7 
it for receiving ilolen 
rty, Wll reieaied 
>y iMarch ai) on hli 
recognlianee "alter 
oment al OUtrlct 

fore a vlilllng 

l.a ol the release 
/ Ihat he may not 
t any ilaio's wll-
In the oftH, axeept 

hhtiallorney. Vv 
I'lguei (Wai Indicted 

10 In connection wtlh 
ident Allogod to have 
>l»ceK«b. 18. 

t G n per cent pay raise li inlendod lo meet coil̂ of- flxpenaes, H7,000 to (Iw road fund for Ihe ^urchiu of i"-*** 
Ih/lng Incrtasei, according lo Jose L. Sllva, temporary newjradar and 18,000 for Insurance heneflli. ;• -
•ccountantr-"" ' - - ^ r ' t - The oounly'i total operating budget ha* Inortaeed by 

4wMold.tho Oohin]l#tloii'at liitlnt btKtgef'hflmnr"**" pwcmlovwiilhrf#-yoarp«r|«l._.A,j.-;;'jvy;,;;,;i;,'?<.;'ff:7, 

dds Puebloy&iithldlleU^m^ 
A Taoa Pueblo youth was 

'killed Friday nlgl̂ l (March 
181 when the oar he was 
driving failed lo negntlair a 

ilanclillus turn un 
llnad. 

Upper 

Roniild J. Cordova. 17, 
died bistandy la Ihn crash 
which occurred nt llMS 
p . m . A m o n g , f î  u r 
p a s s e n g e r s " I n Iho 
automobile, two wore In-
Jurml, Palsy Trujlllo, 23, 

and Pal Lujan, Id, both ot 
Taos Pueblo, were treated 
and rolonsrd at Holy Cross 
Hospital. 

According to potico 
reports, pflsBungers In the 

automobile uld lAa driver, 
headed weit on Upper-
llanchltoi, swerved to avoid 
striking a dog In Ihe road 
when ho lost control of l|in 
vehicle, 

Th« ear was traveling nl a 

high rate of apecfd, ao-
conllnitlopnitco.' . ' 

Investigating the Incident 
were Klate I'ollce OKIcers 
Jnlui Cordova and W. C. 
Wll»m, 

Tailings line break minor 

LA DONALUZ 
RESTAURANT 

e Finest Food in Taos 
n Dally: 11:30 s-im'3:00pm 

6:00 pm-10:00 pm 
I Block East of Taos Plaza 

Phone: 758 - " " 

A break In Ihe Molycor]) 
lalllnus line, tho second In 
less tnan two weeks, was 
very miniir and causud lltlln 
or no damage, according lo 
Molvcorp offU'lKils. 

Tl ie , break occured 
Sunday (March 2U) at atxiut 
n;:ill a.m,, according to Ilob 
S a e r IM <i n, M n fy c o r p 
manager nnd was targely 
eontaliitxl by u "Iwrm ' 
ernctod along Ibq, linn for 
Ihn piirpoau of preventing 
(alllngH spills (ruin entering 
the Med Itlver, 

SaerUon snlil alxtut .VH) 
pounds of lalllnUM spllleit 
over tho berrn anil weni Inlo 

Ihe river for altnul ton 
mlnulea Iteturo Iho break 
was repaired, 

"We ^ u g h l l( eorly," 
.Sacrison snld, "It dlilin 
alforl Ike river al all," 

Jim Xlnndlfer, foreman al 
tlin Red Itlver fish bnlrhnry 
where H tailings spill on 

March 18 coiilrlimled to Ihe 
loss ot aver 3,000 Iruul, said 
that the lalesl spill ap
parently did no damage ul 
ihe hatchery. 

"The iMiya here said Ihey 
(lldn'l netlce when II (the 
siiDII went by the but-
cilery," Htanillfersald. 

D H Nahftzli considered 

ex Cruz, Chairman, Taos Counly Republican 
irty, would iil<e to remind ail precinct Chair-
en, Committees and Republican Voters and 
i interested people to attend the MASS I^RE-
NCT MEETING at 7:00 p.m. and immediate-
following at 8:00 p.m. the Taos County RE-
IBLICAN CONVENTION TO BE HELD AT 

TAOS MIDDLE (Old) JR. HIGH AUDIT-
x.UMON FRIDAY NIGHT, APRIL 1,1977. 
le purpose of the County Convention Is to elect 
)unty Officers for a 2-year''term and other 
ry Important Party business. Mr. Cruz urges 
eryone to attend. 

Carolina M. Rodriguez/Secy. * 
Taos Co. Republican Party 

• ' ' Taoi,N.M.. 

The Oil Naba/ll I'mscliool 
wilt lu* llie Hubjnct of n 
public hearing Ixifore the 
TaoH Town ('(niiielt, Wed' 
iirnduy (March :tUl at n:lS 
piii.nlTownllAll. 

S<'b<iol rejiresentatlves 
are a|>peiilbig to Ibe ('OUIM:II 
(or reversal ot u decision by 

the rianntng and Zoning 
Conimission, denying a 
S[ieelul use xonlng nerinll 
for the schotil, wlilcli Is 
Iwated In H residential 
aection. Tbe ('oinnilsslon's 
nillng come, atrtfr ox-
presslons uf protost by 
uelghlmrs, 

SHADY BROOK INN 
Serving 

Breakfast & Lunch Daily 7:30-6 pm 
Complete Dinners 

Served Thursday - Sunday 
5:30-8:30*$4.q6 

GOOD HOME COOKING 
• milts east ol Taoi on Ihe road to An«el Fire * .'̂  

758-8207 

. » « / ; A iUl« tM Ux rtbau p^ 
wall favtr half a mUlkm dollar* 
. . Duran cli«d tlw ux£r«dl 

.-. BovtmintntrUurin aaia. '.:w( 
that don't do inylhlng," 

Trullllo took aome 
reorganization. "W4 carried 
Senate." said Ihe Senate Mab 

• Trullllo also lilted reorgs 
major pieces of legislation, 
celling on natural gas prio 
''monumental." he said. 

Trullllo went on to cite lh< 
bill t s tignlfleant (or the slate 
allows Judges lo i«t fixed p 
vlcllons, elmilnating eariy par 

, A measure Taos Counts 
Judgeship for the Klghlh Judlc 
for a second Junge died In Ihe 
out hope a "better bill" would 

lie reported support of the 
to % question over wnethenthi 
aa appointive or elective, 

Criticised by a Taoa Cou. 
(he rlf^t-lo-work measure 

nsslon, Trujlllo defended hi 
llheconsthuency, „ 
Mewlde polls sliow 711 ; 
i-work legislation, he s. 

Duran, on ttie ether hand 
Mouse, saying hv^llDeanot be 

One or the landmarit oeU 
11 ended on lime. TruJIItc 
lawmaking at 13 noon ihai 
supremo court Justice silling 1 

It <MS Ihe ftrst New Me 
time. 

^Welcome^T 
p lanned foi 

The Taoi Chamber 
iponsoring a reception for 
Bill SlaneroB Friday (Mai 
Kachlna Lodge. 

The event wai annour 
Cantu and Chamber presit 

. The reception, honor! 
Jane Slineroi, ii lntende< 
the senerai public to me 
Administrator. »ig • : 

GalleBoa expressed p) 
U co-hoitlng the receptlor 
Bflld. "ot Increiwd corr 
builneu community andt 

CAntu hai noted the 
SUneroi worfclns ai town 
, Additional Informatl 

avfltlflble by calling the O 

* ' I • 

••••. . ' ' ' I ' / i -

sUi.SXW^O^Er-1 
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The Taos News 
^-' 

confront school officials 
_ Ihc walkout 

.• harm than 

^ ' lion nieellnt; 
iilinginatcli. 

ledinn, Ilev, 
our Tuesday 
i l e i H l e i U l l o y 

s. lie said be 

I Meyer both 
(I with both 

They cither 
njtbut a stall 

ecause o( re-
non-lcimrcd' 

The sludcnls also ctalnu'd vlolallon of their Ireedtmis of Hnccch, 
Bsseriitily and pre.ss. A news release from the students also calls the 
••racial Issue" u "cheap" excuse. 

The student rcpresctilatlves snkl Ihut Marline/, talking directly lo 
Meyers, snld Meyers was reprcseiillnt! "one public," which the students 
took (0 mean Anglos, 

The students, who marched Irnm Ihe High School through the I'ln/a, 
Intended lo spend most of Ihe day ut Kit Carson I'urk. 

Local merchants and commiiiilty nietnbers donated refresbetiienls 
and lunch fur tbe protesters, who were to have Joined an annoimced 
picket line of the SCIKWI administration building Weilnesdav al 1 p.m. 

Moro than 100 parents and teachers were lo have picketed Ihc central 
of[lc(^ The K'oup was lo include mcmtiers i)( the I'aos Municipal Kdueu-
tlon Assoelallon and IheConcerru'd I'arlents Association. 

The action was lo be taken "as a symbol of lln- school board and what 
11 represents," accordluH to (ilen Miller, Nalliuiiil ••:<!uca[lon 
Association-New Mexico represetitallvc. 

A decision lo picket wns made'by Wme teachers attending a TMKA 
meeting Tuesday (May y>. Almojil 'JO percent ol Ihe members present 
voted toondorse those who plcketeci. 

Miller told the group Ihc picket lines would he peaceful und orderly 
and thai he wouhnotn on the lines. 

TMr':A rwolvcd. hy a vote of 4'J-3-3, to condemn ttu- school board for 
recent decisions nol lo rehire ul least 12 non-tonurcd teachers, 

The TMI':A resolution'cited the board's disregard for professional 
ttt)lllty n'nd the recommendations of admbilstratora. 

According to Information presented at the TMKA ineetlnn, 10 of the 
teachers who were nol rehired were recommended by their supervisors 
for re-empl<iym<'nt; nine signed thc recall petition against Medina; six 
were frnm the high school, where student p(»iiulatl(in Is not expected to 
decrease next year; ono person's wife ts a vUe president of LI'A; and 
only onl' non-tenured teacher who signed Is known to have been rehired. 

Al Tuesday's school board meeting, board chairman Nick Martinez 
said statements made by board members outside board meetings were 
Indlvlttual statements, not board slalemenls. Thc remark waa an ap
parent reference lo radio l)roadcastsby board member I'̂ ll Herrera. 

"Wc represent the entire community." Marlines said, "I would like to 
see the three cultures uel along together as they did In the past." 

Martinez said he wished lo see llie racial Issue ended completely. 

Moly spill contained 
ByPHILBATEMAN 

Couplers connecting sections of pipe 
In Ihe Molycorp tailings line parted 
early Monday evening resulting in the 
first tailings "spill" into Red ftlver In 
more than a year. 

The break was delceled about 7:30 
p.m. Monday iMay 8), and was 
largely contolned by repair crews 
throwing up a temporary dike or 
"Ijerm" between Ihe break and the 
river. • 

The tailings, containing ' molyb
denum refuse from the Molycorp 
mine near Questa, apparently entered 
the Red Ulver in only two areas. The 
Red' River Fish Hatchery downriver 
from the spill was noticed of the 
break In time to close oif the flow of 
river waler into the hatchery. No fish 
were losl, according to hatchery 
foreman Jim Slandifer. 

Moly spokesman Lew Thompson, of 
Santa Fe. said ihe spill was "not the 
worst break we've ever had, but It's a 
bad one." ^ 

There were breaks in ell three of the 
lines Ihat carry the tailings from the 

mine to a tailings pond below Questa, 
and Thompson said Moly officials 
were puzzled by what caused Ihe 
couplings lo part, 

The 12 Inch lines Ihat carry the 
Waste from the mine to the pond 
parallel the Red River through most 
of Ihe 12 miles between the mine and 
the tailings pond. , ' 

Thompson said the secllon of tine 
where Jhe breaks occurred was pipe 
thai had been installed lor only a 
year, and there had never been any 
trouble tn that area before. 

The breaks occurred near the 
Questa Ranger Station about seven 
mllea from the mine. The breaks were 
about 1,000 feel from Uie river, and 
the quick work by crews on containing 
the spill apparenUy lessened the 
damage. 

Environmental Improvement 
Division environmentalist Gus Cor
dova was.at Ihe scene of the splUiiarly 
Tuesday morning and reported that 

. the spill was maj^r tn the amount ot 
tailings material that was released, 
but very lllUe of It got into the river.. 

Cordova routinely takes samples of 
river water after such breaks occur. 
Hesald the results woû d be backfrom 
Albuquerque in about iwo weeks. 

"The river flow Is high due td the 
spring run^)ff," Cordova said, "so the 
dilution of thc material Is good." 

Cordova said the river was "milky" 
at the two entrance points of the spill, 
but he did nol see any dead fish In the 
areas o( the river he Inspected. 

Thompson said the mine was shut 
down as soon os the spills were 
reported Monday night, and the 
company hoped lo have repairs 
completed and be back In operation 
by Wednesday. 

According to Thompson, Moly of
ficials were very concerned as to the 
cause of the couplings separating. 

"A very Intensive Investigation has 
been called tor by management," 
Thompson said, "and a news release 
will be released when the-^ln--
vesttgatlen Is completed." 

Thompson said it was "Impossible" 
to estimate the amount of lalllngs 
material that enlered the Red River. 

Zoning Commission says no ' 
to minister 's mobilfe hothe ^^-^^ 

stors and Albuquerque.televlslon stations, 
•fore leading a march to the Plaza area, 
eyers is student body president. ^ 

(Photo by Phil Bateman) 

By HERILEE DANNEMANN 
The continuing Taos sewer 

moratorium has forced the town's 
Planning and Zoning Commission^ 
deny a I'equest from a Pentecostal 
minister to locate a mobile home on 

ersMue Jijly 1 
-i^TJuiila—nn. ,.nrobiern. i bough. ••_ 

Jl make up a - Gonzales said. "They-can sign a 
-jmes reporter ficmious name, aslong as they show 

j-jg-T.^am 

thealteofherproposedchurch. _: . 
Rev. Ruth Henderson of the Indian 

Mission Church, Pentecostal Church-
ot God, said she Intended to uae the 
mobile home as a parsonage until her 
Texas-supported mlulon rtflses runds 
for a permanent building. Punds^^have 

'already become available, ihe said, lo 
purchase foOr subdivision' lots. and 

;-build the church Itself. ' y -.^T. . 
Town planning assistant Raymond' 

. Clsneros said the commission ,was 
^ s t r u c t e d ^ "hold down" all mt^lte 
^liDme requests until the nioratorjum-

, cording \a planning cooi^lnator 
Walter Vigil. . — , « , , ^ . , 

- A request by"Mr.' and Mn, Leo 
Tafoya of Tafoya's Day core Center 
was approved at the April 27 bearing. 
They Intend tomOve their .child care 
service Inlo a residential' building/ 
owned by Gus Gallegos on Salazar' 

'Road. ' - •;, - - . ,•-' - - r - r 
- ; • « . - • • ' ' • • • • ' - ' • • • • • - - . • ' ' ^ • • • ' ^ ' " * ' „• The seven-member^ commission •••: 
remains one member short, after one; 
Of Lovato's seven appointees wlth-'~ 

'drew. • ..;. ., . ^-Ji'-X^^ 
., "Temporary" mofefJe home permits 
• are seen as a problem for the ttWn. At 

^-'Archie Gallegos, manager.ot Gas. 
Co. of New Mexico, was selected-by; 

000808



I liiuAln^' All! Imr Ity . und lln- ^liidlim Mnillli 
in ted Hervlee Moitiliiy (Apri l ;̂ 3 i lo sl^n a iniituallv 
t ions ro t ipe rn t lve u g r e e n i e n l lo lnlJig i i lpnl w n i r r 
u l l c e t(i iihniil L'SOexlsllnt? h o m e s . 

tha t Two separ i i t e syHterns I'liiislsllnn of n 
for storuKe lank ted by Iwo wolls will lie <;on 

flash Htnicted us soon as lilds Uir the flrnl slei», 
eKcnvntlon ot Ihe WC!IM. m e p r e p a r e d , ae 
cord ing to Tr iba l Serr<'tai-y Kciy Herruil. A 
third sy.Hlem m a y be tjulll In Ihe fiitiiru fur now 
boiislnK n e a r Arroyo Seed troiitlnf,; s ta l l - lll|,di-
way I no. ,, 

IJITH. ni> fiK'llltli'^ aril li> lie iHillt In triiilltliiiial 
iireiiM UesliletU.i llvlnj; Innjiie Ihe vlllUKe Wiill.i 
will hi- iibli' III IIIJIKIM WIIII ' I ' Iniiii the i'i>ni. 
iiiinilly tiysletn at MIMM-IIII JIOIIIIH IO he c-un-
itri icli ' i l nenrl iy. 

A Tuna Puublu butlDH pruolitut wnn 
iiiilliiiilieil hy till- ('iiiinly CominlHMlnn I'^rtdiiy 
I April :'(ll lift IT the cimiitv clerk'M iifflre 
repur le i l tlnil Tims j i r rc lnct Nu, fi, iiU tile 
northounL auKinenl ni the tnwri. . laupprouclil i i i : 
Ils li-f;iil tltnll uf KMII rej.:lsti're{l vnterM. 

In jiildllliin, II ])elinijri l iear im; tin- lef;nlly 

Mil' \ .mntmn^mmwwmmmfmmim 
pri 'vi 'il the ('iiiiiFnlMHluM'M i i i lhin MiiHdiiy 
lApi l l '.';i>. lirriii'intif: lu td ' t rui l . l ie ilti-d the 
II1MIIII|(-I' uliti'i' pi'Dpli- must Irnvi'l In viite, nnd 
lliu liinniniKe tiiirrli-r in e.xpliutilnK ihe fun-
ellritUtii; of vfillMf; irinclilnes na JJI Inie r easons 
for the I'l II'I J l'l mil vr fur ll.t own pnlllnR pliu'e 

"I^Hiies iiffi'i'lln): IriflliinH iire ii|)|>i'iirtnK oji 
hiklliilM m u r e nnd i imie . " lli-iiiiil rrj(Tlirii-nle<l 
Mr nlrfn predlc le i l I liiil )ll:i own pciiple rillndl In-
mure Mhely to nepk riffln- (n llie future wilh ii 
sepi i rnle ini- i lni ' t un !'ii.'M'i luinl 

l l r n c i i t a r y d i n n e r for t w o ji l 101 I ' o t l a l 
b o x of c a n d y , c o u r t e a y of jCor()niKl(> 

i i a c y , In c e l e b n i t l Q i ) of N i i l l o n a l 
l u r y W e e k , wti le l i e n i l ' i ' ^ ' r l i l a y . 

he cllenla aak About hvr and how she lu 
Igll bl«ndi car«ar und home, Ihanlia. aht: auya. 
•buid Haul, who works at Molycorp. inc. -She 
ughter of Poitto and Ttna Martinez of Talpa. 
IS ' three sons also think she Is pretty special 

t^ Vt(U li no newcomer la (he aecretartal 
h« sturitrd fur a yqar at Highlands UnlvprHlly 
NMit ^•^ • i f n i » - • • ( • h i f i i )>t t i>i i i« i t i t ( i « i i n i » > e i 
hall b«Kir« Hpptyini tur (ho job wiut lliv 
on for retarded clUiena. 

on Uie Job over 3D other appltcsnts. And aincf 
to work ther* last year, Patricia Vigil has won 
t a o( everyone aaaoclated with the retarded 
prog I am. 

Sanitation district vote 
heading down to wire 

VuIiTs 111 llie I tit 111'I IUS iiteii j^ii ID Ihe [lulls 
, 'hii'Mday ( May L l lu de r ide whi ' l l ier lu form a wn le r 
mill snnllal lut i illsl rli 'l, 

lllll tlii'V u re not e x p e d e i l lu liiiil nut In liU'c.r 
IIUI II he r s . Ahoiit I .Villi In .H) my Ing eleet i i rs a i r 
qniillfleil lu vote. Sonltiitluri t l ls l r te l eleetluiis In 
New Mex Iro iisiiiilly sliiiw s m a l l vuler liu'iioul:i 

'riiii.ie will) vuli ' yi's Io I'HhiliU.ililil)'. Ibe illsltli ' t 
lilsu will lie a.Hltril lu ^.ell•(•t I l u r e riietliherH In II--* 
buiiril of iltrei ' lur 's. Tin- I ' lindlilates, In Ihe oidi-i' In 
whlrl i lliey will a p p e a r on the liallnl, lire f i n d 
Villi'I'll). It an I'bus I'llriiieiiUiry teiicbi-r; I )elf Inu 
Tur r i - / . 'I'aiiM ( 'nuiily 'feitenil prn(;nir i is d l n - i l u r : 
^ l l l i l ry Ituiiii ' iu, Til us Cuunly iic ('until nnt ch-rlf; 
Itoliei't l>al|;li, e n g i n e e r : and Molt D r a p e r , iiliiiiilii-r 

rriillli-H llf tbe eiindldiileN H[)|iiMtr on I'line A-KI ot 
this iiewH|niper 

•rill- ei.iinminitli-H In Dn- |iiupu.-,ed dls l r lc t 
biiiirnliiMes a r e Itunrllu.s, Tnlpii, l.t;iriu QiHTTiadu, 
Coi i l l l le ra , (.i>.s t 'lirdiiviis ami U a i n b l l o s de Aba jo, 
iKiiitidi'il hy ( ' amino del Medlu 

Kll);llile lo v<de a r e llio-'^i' peF'̂ -uii.s v. liu live In Ihe 
a r e a , a r e lej^lsli-red lo vole in Ihe stiite of New 

, Mi-Klruai idj iay rea l ur jii-rsniial propei ' ty t axe s . 

Ariyoiir who has a i|ui'>-tlori almul ellf^tlilltty J,s 
iiilvlsi-il lu );o Uu- iiull.-, 'riii->.liiy. Where Cuunly 
('li-rl( [•'ratn-lsi-o Con/ j l i - s and 'IViny l.ojiez, al-
lutni-Y fur Ibr luoposerl d l s l r l . l . will have a l f ldav i t s 
Lur vuli'j-H lo sl(;ii . ^ ^ 

Twii |)iill.s will 111- ujii'ii [rum 7 ;i m -7 ji.m , 
Vuli-t-M from ttiiiii-lios [O'eiimt lil. Llano 

i./oeimiilo I ' l i ' i - lnil 2'2 uml 'r.il|i;i | i iec tnel 'S.\ vole a t 
St. I '"ranils Ky'"-

V'uters fruiii 1 ,u.s ( 'urdov;is in'iM-lnet 11 and 
ri-sldiTiI.s uf Kiinebltus ile Aliajo living south of 
('illll Ino ilel Medio vole ,il I .<is (•otrluva cuni i iuinl ly 
C l T l l l - l ' 

Second spill at Molycorp 
T h e Hi-eorid Mi>lyroi|(. Ine. 'fhe m a x i m u m fine jiossllih- Is 

t a i l ings spill Inlu the Red I t lver In Ilii.iKin, neeurdliif; tof luiul . 
a little ove r ii monlh ha.-i been ( 'u inmei i l ln i ; lai Ihe latest H|I111. 
intieleil " s e v e r e " hy an )-;iivlron- Stiilsiiiari sahl be liased his 
tm-iilnl l in | i i ' ovemenl Division 
loveMllKiilur • • . l e v e i e " f ind lilt; on t h e 

. . , , , . . . . . MiiFililiii'JiM uf Um rIviT n e a r Ihe 
.^^^Moly.-on, luol, exeepl lu , , l u t h e ,„,. . | , , . . ,„ sint-imaM s.,1,1 w a l e r 

•. ' ^ a m i d e s t aken from llie r ive r had 
T h e spill waa ' n i u r s d a y , April not been imalyzed a.s of T u e s d a y 

HI, abou t e ich t ml l rn down r i v e r (Apri l 241. ~" ' ^ 
from Moly ' s m o l y b d e n u m mine 
n e a r Ques t a . John S t u t s m a n , the Molycorri p e n c r n l m a n a g e r Hob 
lrivesll^;utur. auid the acc tdon t Ri,crlsoii d i s a g r e e d with Stul-
uppuren l ly w a s c a u s e d when a s m a n . Sa r r l snn sa id tho r ive r la so 
coiipilnK In the ta l l lnRS-pipel ine m u d d y from s p r i n g runoff Uiat it 
Innseneil ul a b o u t 3:30 tha t 
mnrnlnK. , , •" ,^ , ", . 

„, . , , „ j ,, Is Imposs ib le to g a u g e the 
S t u t s m a n sa id the line c roaaes ^^^ ^ , ^ ^ , „ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^^^ 

he Red R ive r on a c o n c r e t e w a t e r ' s a p p e a r a n c e , 
t res t le a t the point w h e r e the aplll a a ^ r l s o n a d d e d t h a t e a r t h 
o c c u r r e d . i ' 

A Spill e a r l i e r this y e a r , M a r c h • • - J -_ 
17. l iB" | intm|)|pi l IhP atnip p ; in lo / f f ^ / | 7 \ 
leijuoat lltMl Muty bu flnoit (xir • ' *^ * * ^ * ^ . _ 
I m p r o p e r d i s c h a r g e Into the 
r i v e r . Max lne G o a d , of the E l D ' s ^ ' " ' ^ ° ' ^ 
w a t e r control division, said she El C r e p u a c u I O . ^ ^ ^ . ^ ^ . . . ^ . . . A-T-
sent a l e t t e r lo t^e f ede ra l E n l o s v a l l e s B-1 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l I m p r o v e m e n t F a v o r y con t r a A-4 
Agency Apri l S. a s k i n g t h a t a Hne P 'o™"! , . .A-4 .5 
be levied a g a i n s t the corpora t ion ." ' "Obi tua r ies . . . . .^.... A ^ 

dikes, hiillt ii]i n e a r Ihe ta i l ings 
line III Mevenil [(olTit.s a l o n g the 
r iver , lielil most of ihC spi l l . 
C r e w s were worklnj ; n e a r the spill 
.site 111 tbe tlmi.^ iinil m u r e d ikes 

"v7eri- liii.sllly th rown up lu cont ro l 
the illxrluiri;e. .SaerlHon mild, 

Shit .sman said lie saw no d e a d 
fi.sh In the r i v e r n e a r the spill ^ t e . 

Henry Cor lez , d i r ec to r of the 
Red Klver F i sh H n t c h e r y loca ted 
clownstreiim from Moly, siiid no 
fish w e r e kil led lis a resu l t of the 
spill. Cor tez said Moly ca l l ed 

when the acc iden t h a p p e n e d , a n d 
the flow of the r i v e r tnto the 
h a t c h e r y wa.s s t o p p e d I m 
m e d i a t e l y . ; 

On r eco rd A-11 
- M a r k e t p l a c e . . . . . . . . A > 1 3 
P e o p l e . . . . ' . , -"•'-, .•.'..'•'P-8" 
Que pnaa B-8" 
Spor t s , r . : . A-8.8-
Stars .-.. :. B-2 
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errl^svailes 
THE T A f ^ NKW8 TT»ur»<Uy- K*y » . ! * « b l 

n̂ the wind.., . 
P l a y ' w a a " s t o p p e d s e v e r a l t i m e s S a t u r d a y 
( M a y 24) In t h e S U t e AA B a s e b a l l C h a m 
pionsh ip g a m e b e t w e e n Q u e s t a a n d H a t c h 

(Ha t ch won) b e c a u s e of tow visibility 
caused by b lowing dus t . The Ques ta 
Volun tee r F i r e D e p a r t m e n t tr ied to w a t e r 

down the area around the f ie ld, but as this 
phatfjgraph fr f jm near Questa Junior-Senior 
High School ah'/ws. the dust was t :oming 

f rom Molycorp** tailingB p'^nflfi juHt west of 
t own . High w inds s t i r r t d -jp the l a i l m g i by 
m i d m o r n i n g . , 

Molycorp's tailings bio w, spill in river 
QUESTA — Molybdenum mllttng waste flowed 

Uito_the^Red.River-and taUings pond dust blew 
across the Sunshine Valley near here last week'. 

-Where Molycorp maintains several "ponds" w^;;. a 
allow the tailings slurry to seiUe. so waler used In 
the process can be put back into the Red River. 

Tbe dust caused play lo l̂ -e delayed several times 
In the State AA Baseball Tournament at Questa 
High School. Several baseball fans blamed the 
tailings ponds for the dusl, bul the state Envlron-
mentaJ Improvement Division had received no 
complaints bi" Monday (May 28). 

Molycorp has used a chemical spray on the ponds 
in an effort to stop dust from blowing 

Ken Harfcls of the EID office In Santa Fe said air 
quality rnonUor.'i remain near the high school, but 
the agency has had trouble finding anyone to check 
them and change filters. 

- He baid the la.st chemical analyses on the dust 
were done about a year ago. Those analyses 
rf; '"̂ -id rio serious health hazards . EID r e p o r t e d — 

•̂  , -Cordova, head of Taos" EID office, was on 
leave May 20 when the spill occurred. He said he 
w ! i s d r K ' t r - f h v I h e aret^ u ' h e n h i ' n n l l r f r l f i l M f i i ' " 

around the pipe. He said ht no'-fitd n:* OI'.-UJ:. h-jt 
the spill already had been rfp'jr.j-d 

Molycorp spokesman'Lewis Thompson of Santa 
Fe said most of the milll;ix tailuiga were coUtr t« 
In shelves near the mill gate " T t ^ spring mvfAi u 
a l ready muddy and vtiL^iitd to that ilrrjfiir.fis lot 
a few mi les ," Thompson »ald j ~ - . 

He said EID, the L'S. Envir.' Jnlal frxAircMoc 
Agency, the U S. Bureau of I ^ u .iiinag»;ment sun". 
the state Came and Fish Deparimtrri wert- notiflw 
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enlosvalles 

I 

'A 

Tailings 
M a n u e l K. Or t eKU of Q u u s t n a h u k o n 
m o l y b d e n u m (ul l ingH (lunt fnir i i t r e e s o n 
hlH p r o p e r t y o n t h o b a c k r o i i d lo t h e 
Q i i e a t n R a n K e r H l n t l o n . A M o l y i o r j ) 
t a l l l ngH pipi) t h u r u b r o k o a b o u t f o u r 
w v u k a HKo, H p r a y h i K thu truuH w i t h ( lunt 
u n d flptlltnK l i q u i d tu l l InK" In to n n 

iK-nquli i . M o l y c o r p IB In Iho p r o c n a n of 
n iovl i iK a b o u t fivii m l l c i i of Ua ilniia i t l o n g 
B tu tu I l o i t d nR. a o Uni t t h o Ilniia wi l t bn o n 
t h u o t t i i i r Bido of thi i n m d f r o m t h u r i v i t r . 
l i u t ll NiMikoHinim a n I d t h i i n t u r n n o (iliirin 
l o r o l o c i i l i ' t h u llniiK w h i c h K " t h r o u g h 
p r I v H i o <>uni<nimitn tu i i i r Cjuxntii . 

River leak reported 
but not acequia spill 

QUKHTA Molyco rp r« |)ort«(l 'n tnolybi tent im 
(ttlllnKD le l l l III Ihn Itoil Ulvor M o n d a y ( Ju ly 14). 
AnoUier nplll In Ui«i Arii(|iiln <tel Rio (.'olornito 
abou t four w««ka UKO wun nol rnixir tml. 

M o n d u y ' a nplll tiMik pinvii alMKit 10:40 a . m . 
w h e n a hydro - l in anil Ita I ra l lo r r n n i n l(x>aii f rom 
a t r u c k n e a r th» n n w m i t r a i i c e ut Oont lllll Ot i l rh . 
T b e lift a n d triiUur rol led I m i k w a r t l , liltlliiK « " " 
of Uiu tallliiKa llnna unit brnukliiK It 

I ^ w l a Thoiiipnoii , Molycoq i ' a gpoknaiimn In 
S a n t n Ke, anld tiilllnKa apowtui froin tli» plp<. for 
atioiit five inlnutoH. Tlioiiipaon anld Moiuliiy ho 
d i d n ' t hiivo on oatlniii lo of how n u i c h tnllInK" K<'l 
Into llio Und Ulvor , but l lod Ulvor I'Mnli l lnt t ' l iory 
m a n a K o r Menry <\>rtoi aaid thu aplll waa ntliw>r 

" W o d idn ' t even hiivo to d iver t a n y w a l o r . " 
CortoE auid of the h a t c h e r y (londa lUiwiuitrenin 
f r o m the aplll . 

T h e a t a l e K n v l r o n m o n t a l I n i p r o v e m o n t 
Agvnoy w a a notified of M o n d a y ' a aplll, bul 
C h a r l e a N y l a n d a r of Uta KIA'a au r faee . w a l a r 
dlvlaton aa id the aKvncy reco lvod no w o n i of a 
•pil l d u r i n g Jun<k. Me aaid Molycorp) m|><>rto<l 
J u l y a t h a t It h a d no taillnKa apllla durlnK t^m 
m o n t h of J u n e . 

Bu t M a n u e l R. O r t e g a of Quea ta aaid lual wuok 
a p i p e wh ich c rosaea hia p r o p e r t y oaat of town 

broko four wooka a x o , fliKKtlnK ttie a r e a with 
lli|ul(t (nllliiKa which worn a p r a y n d o v a r the 
trooR. 'riio (allliiKa a lao apll led Into the Acequ ia 
dol Ulii (?<il<>railo, which Inavna the I ted f l lvar 
n o a r Uio (.Jiionln Koma l Horvico office and flowa 
aoutboaa t , local roa ldonta aalll . 

' l l io tallliiK" flowed down the I r r tga t ton d i tch 
for alMKit a rnllo A pr<i|M<rty o w n e r In Iha a r e a 
nald Molyi-orp d i apn tched c row lo the a m a who 
ni'rn|Mi<t llin n c i u n i u l a l o d taillnKa from UM> d i tch . 

Oi-toKu aalil hia Krandfa lbor aliened a r lgt i tof-
w a y loaao with Molycorf ' abmit 'Mi ynar« aK^>. 
Or loxa ' a Krnndfa thor d ied a n v e m l y e a r a ago and 
OrtoKa aaid Mnlyco rp offlclala l iave a p p r o a c h e d 
hlin alHMit ronowlriK tho leaan which run gut Boon. 
Hut OrtoKn aulil lie waa not In te raa ted In 
roriowlDK Oio rtKbt o f .way Inaan with Molycorp . 

Thdinpnon cif Molycon> aaid laat inonth 'a aplll 
waa not rn{M>rtr)d to a t a l e o r fniloral agonc^lea 
bn i a i i ae apllla on c o m p a n y laiul do nol r e q u i r e 
rogMirla. 

Hut Nylai idor aa id Molycorp ' a l lcenae to 
o|M<ratn nt<|ulron the reiMirlliiK of all apllla Into 
publ ic w a t o r w a y n IncludlnK I r r iga t ion d i t chea 

a n d " a n y o t h n r fa i lu re of the aya tam tha t 
roaiilta In a d i a c h a r g e of ta l l inga off tha c o m p a n y 
pro |>«r ty ." 

Molycorp pays for Questa study 
Q U E S T A - U o l y c o r p will c o r d i n g to f o r m e r Molycorp 

a p o n a o r « c o m p r e h a n i l v a oft tctal J o h n M c O r a w . 
I m p a c t a t u d y for Quea t« , a c - Tlia vlllaK* counci l a c c a p t a d 

Contraband seized 
Q t n c S T A - A locat m a n w a a 

r a l e a a a d o n $400 IMOI a f t a r h e 
wma c h a r g e d w i t h t h e 
poaaeaalon of a to len p r o p e r t y 
Mtlm«t«<I a t m o r e t h a n $»,000. 

U a n i M l S a n c h e i , 84, who 
Uvea on O i b r e a t o R o a d h e r e . 

Red River 
concert set 

R E D R r V B R — S tuden t a 
t r o m t h a T a o a School of Mua lc 
wil l p e r f o r m h e r e a t 8 p . m . 
J u l y a s a t t h e U t U e R e d School 
H o u a e . 

Ch i l ton A n d a r a o n , d i r e c t o r , 
a a i d t h a p r o g r a m w a a no t y e t 

»t, b u t would tie a n n o u n c e d , 
^ r t o r to tha c o n c e r t . 

w a a j a i l e d J u l y > ajul r e l e a a e d 
t h e a a m e d a y for a l l eged ly 
t a k i n g a m a l l m o t o r a , p u m p a 
a n d toola f rom M o l y c o r p a n d 
l a r g e f a r m e q u i p m e n t f rom 
Doa H e r m a n o a R a n c h In S a n 
Lula, Colo . 

S t a t e Po l i ce officer Denn la 
C o r d o v a s a i d t h e a t o l e n 
p r o p e r t y w a a l o c a t e d , 
p h o t o g r a p h e d a n d Inven to r i ed 
J u n e 7. About tS.'HX) w o r t h of 
t h e p r o p e r t y w a a r e c o v e r e d 
a n d r e t u r n e d to t h e o w n e r a . 

C o r d o v a aa ld al>out 13.700 
w o r t h of r e m a i n i n g I t e m a 
r e m a i n m l a a t n g . 

M a g l a t r a t a J u d g e J . V. 
R o m e r o of T a o a aet bond a t 
14,000 on t h e c h a r g e of t h i r d 
d e g r e e felony a n d a c c e p t e d 10 
p e r c e n t of t h a t a a l>aU. 

C o r d o v a aa ld t h e c a a e la atlU 
u n d e r I n v e a t l g a t o n . 

t ha p r o p o a a l a t a m e e t t n g 
M o l y c o r p offlclala J u l y 7. 

M c O r a w , w h o haa alnoa 
r e a l g n e d f rom M o l y c o r p a n d 
t a k e n a Job In V l r g l n U , aa ld 
M o l y c o r p will p a y a conau l t lng 
n r m for tha a t u d y which will 
r e v i e w a t a t e a n d f e d e r a l 
p r o g r a m a to d e t e r m i n e w h a t 
fUnda m i g h t l>e a v a i l a b l e for 
r o a d a , a e w e r a , a e w a g e 
t r e a t m e n t p l a n t a n d 
r e c r e a t i o n a l (oclUtlea. 

T h e a tudy wil l r e c o m m e n d 
w h a t a tepa Q u e a t a ahould t a k e 
to p r e p a r e tor t h e a d d i t i o n a l 
a c t i v i t y o a u a e d by t h e ex
p a n d e d m i n i n g o p e r a t i o n s a t 
M o l y c o r p . 

" U o l y c o r p will p a y to r t h e 
a t u d y , b u t t h e c o n t r a c t o r will 
w o r k for t h e town of Q u e a t a , " 
a c c o r d i n g t o R . O . D e w e y , a 
M o l y c o r p v i c e p r e a l d a n t . In a 
m e m o t o C R . S a o r t a o n , 
g e n e r a l m a n a g e r of t h e Q u e a t a 
m i n e . 

D e w e y aa ld t h e e o M u t t t n c 
f i r m w i l l b e e h o e e n - b y 
M o l y c o r p . 

ed 
for new r 

QUICHTA - Tho two or t h r e e thlovea a n d 
e a t l m a t e d »40.000 In caah they atole f rom Cent l 
D a n k ' a b r a n c h office h e r e Ju ly S a r e atlll m l a i 
Ihla w e e k , und tiie Kederu l l i u r e a u of I n v e a t l g a i 
a p p a r e n t l y la no c l o a e r t o f inding t h e m . 

" I n i t i a l l y , It louka like wo don ' t havo a n y tp 
a u a p e c t a , " a n Ki l l aKent aald Monday ( Ju ly 14 I 

T h e a g e n t aa ld tho icill will be In the T a o a v. 
Q u e a t a a r o a aoon, t ry ing to ob ta in m o r e 
f o r m a t i o n ulxHil Iho mid morn ing , a r m o d robbc 
In which b r a n c h rnanaKor I lober t O r l o g a a n d hi 
te l le r M a r y Ann Oor to t wore handcuffed und fon 
to Ile on Uio fliK)r whi le two mon c leuned out c/ 
d r u w o r a a n d tho vuul t . 

A t h i r d m a n w a a bol levod to h a v e d i i v o n the K 
a w a y c a r . All t h r e e w e r e doacr lbed ua I l lapunl 
bu t o U i e r d o a c r l p t l o n a v a r i e d . 

Tlio S tu to I 'o l lce ttrrcatod throe mon f rom 

Dixonfenc 
DIXON - T h e Duruau of 

L a n d t i^ iu iagement p l ans to 
fence a o m e a r r o y o txi t toma a n d 
pu t u p n o - t r e a p a i a l n i ; algna In 
• o m e a r e a a h e r e tu keop people 
f rom b u i l d i n g r e a l d e n c e a . 

R i c h a r d N l e m e y e r , the T a b s 
a r e a m a n a g e r for the B L M , 
• a i d the f enc ing a n d algns a r e 
p a r t of t h e a g e n c y ' s efforts to 
• e t t l e l a n d c l a t m i In the a r e a . 

B L M win be Mimng abou t 680 
a c r e ^ n e a r Dixon In the nex t 
few y e a r ^ . T h a t l a n d n l thnr will 
go , for a fee of t l .50 p i r a c r e , to 
peopld wl io ihave l ived t h e r e for 
•Oyen&^yVcAra a n d c a n p rove 
" c o l o F of t i t l e " o r sold to the 

hlKfwJHt bid 
the aa les m 
for 20 y e a r s 

Ho sa id 
s igns , to be 
p r e v e n t fur 
on O L M l a n 
to bui ld a fe 
but bui ld fe 
tKjtloms *1 
d r ive onto 
N l e m e y e r a. 

T h e r e a t n 
the s i te of 
Btruct lon p 
who s a y .h 
c a n ' t pnirlii 

Changes made 
QUKHTA Vil lage p a t r o l m a n Car los Diaz , wh 

recently waa cort l f lnd by the New Mexico l j t \ 
ICnforcnmonI A c a d e m y , waa n a m e d ac t ing chief i 
pol ice h e r o until tho Ju ly 17 Village Counr l l ' a flru 
budgn t hnu r lng T h e ac t ion Uiok p lace a t a apeclii 
counci l i n e o l l n g T h u r a d a y , Ju ly 10. # 

T h e counci l , which haa b e e n p l a g u e d by pollr 
d e p a r l m e n l p n i b l o m a for monUia, s lao h i red a ful 
tlllio utfli'.nr. Allrlii 'i ' I 'anu. wliu haa work«d4t wa» 
un a tomiKirary baala . Diaz had hiKb p ra l ae fu 
T a n n , any lng ho imrforma like an officer with atx>v. 
•nvon moii tha ox|>nrlance. 

D iaz , wtio haa been with the d e p a r t m e n t I 
m u n t h a , aa ld , "We doa|>eratoly need t h r e e officer 

two c a n n o t give 'i4 hou r c o v e r a g e . " He a lao lol 
Ihn counci l a now police vehic le la needed . 

( ' o i inc l lman I t o n i a h e O r t e g a aald . "We a r e In 
p inch, budgot 'Wiao , and canno t afford t h r e e ul 
f l co ra . " 

YCC tours 1 
g m C H T A T h o Y o u t h 

C u i i a o r v u t l o n C o r p ( Y C C ) 
g r o u p loudod a bua und l a t e r 
filed qiilotly [UiMt Molycorp 'a 
r«f..tay powi-r p lanta aa Uiey 
a t rugg lod Willi lutrd luita und 
u n f a i n l l l a r KOKglon rnqu l rvd of 
a n y o n e vlal l lng tho a r o a . 

Tim 20 Y(X: iiiuiiilMirH a n d 
Ihoir four adul t lnad«ra on-
Joyed Iho tiiur of Molycorp 
facllltloa bnro Kr lday ( Ju ly 
I I ) , excnp l for tho goKKl"". 
Htlnglng awoat r an Into the i r 
eyoa a m i thoy worn left wi th 
r l m r l n g a on Uielr cheeka . Hut 
t h a t ' a the ruloa. ro rn lnded lour 
g u i d e a n d M o l y c o r p e n -
v l r o n m o n l i U c o o r a i n a l o r 
C y n t h i a m a r k 

At the beg inn ing of the tour , 
Htark g a v e a brief h la tory of 
the m i n e , Molycorp ' a fu ture 
p l a n s a n d a deacr lpUon of the 
m i n i n g o p e r a U o n . D i r e c t o r 
Alber t O n i i wild YCC m e m 
b e r a m u a t apend a t l ea s t 10 

' h o u r s of t h e i r 40-hour week In 
e n v i r o n m e n t a i atur-.y- and this 
y e a r the e m p h a s i s Is on e n e r g y 
a n d e n e r g y a l t e m a t l v e a . 

T h e T a o a Coun ty you th , IB to 
18 y e a r s of a g e , w e r e choaen a t 
r a n d o m f r o m t h e i r a p -
p l l ca t lona to )vork tn the Q u e a t a 
R a n g e r D ia t r l c t . T h e g r o u p , 
w h i c h h a s b e e n acc iden t - f r ee 
tor t w o y e a r s iMcause of r ig id 
• a f e t y s t a n d a r d s , h a s t>een 
buay iNilldlng d ia t r l c t boun
d a r y fencea , c u t t i n g v t g a s for 
a t o r a g e c a b l n a , a s s i s t i n g tn 
• u r v e y l n g a n d m a r k i n g F o r e s t 
S e r v i c e p r o p e r t y b o u n d a r i e s . 

O r t l c aa ld t h e y a lao p e r f o r m 
fence a n d t r a i l m a i n t e n a n c e , 
r e c r e a t i o n s i t e c l e a n u p a n d 
r e a e e d l n g b a r e spo t s left by 
flood d a m a g e l aa t y e a r . One 
• p e c l a l p r o j e c t w a a r e p l a c i n g 
t h a c u l v e r t s a t C o l u m b i n e 
c a m p g r o u n d d a m a g e d by flood 
w a t e r . 

l l i e p u r p o a e of t h e f e d e r a l l y 
funded p r o g r a m la t o p r o v i d e 
• m p l o y m e n t (o r one a u m m e r 
( o r j routh w h o wil l d o con-
• a r v o t l o a a n d a n v l r o n m e n t a l 
w o r k for t h a R a n g e r D i s t r i c t 

and provli l . 
e d u c a t i o n 

Quea t a unt' 
a t u d e n t a !r 
r o c o l v o '.% 
v l r o n m e n t a l 
c red i t for wu: 

T w o or th r t 
yoa r . bocau 
atanil l i ig wu 

M e m b 
•Molyc 
8 u m m 
R a n g e 
m a n a * 
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HcknowlodKO tho chocm of tholr fuiiM Huluntuy ( Miiich t l ) iit 
rt«r thay bostort Thoroiiu J0t-ut\ t<) tulto tlm HIIIIH CIUMH AA 
loy championsh ip . Tim hn|>py riinlliorH uro, from left. Davlil 

lis cost schools $ 1,200 

Cnift , .lot* (hinil i i . ChrlH I,«ii)i*/.. 'I'ltrry VIIHI|III-/,, Fttidy Itoiiii'ri>, Allun l''er-
iitmdtiz. ICiij^tmo VlMjirniK't. t ' l i ircm'i ' Vl(.;ll, Kmiietl i I'liclii-co und lOdwIn 
MiUK'nn-niiH, I<'<ir n iom on ri-iiHiicn'H flr«l ntiilr oliuiriiilimHlilp. phMiHt; Hfcu 
ri»K*iH A-Huinl 1(1 . 

traffic aoctdent cost tha Tao« 
ther 11,aoo tn damase thin 

' building, now the special 
dCfllved a spray polnUng of 
Inder block wall oubslde the 

lU victim to a car. 
Alberto Vldaurre said the two 

'lated. He said police have 
it to make an arreat this 

— cln Middle School assistant-
isge at the ipeclat education 

office "'Could litivo lumii ii lut worMo." 
Hl)u nald liii|M)rtnT)t anil i'i)iirii1»iillnl fllon ami 

ruconltt worv left iiiwllHliirtiiuf. I)<Hirhfi(>l)H, Uirkm, 
ttiliiplioiinn luiil iliinh topn wuro npray palnt»il ahd 
oliHcoiilllea worw nprayoil on walla liioldu anil out. 

Two adiillB and four Jiivniilliin w«m iirdorert hy 
Taoa Mtiiilclpal JIIIIK" Joe Motiloyu to {uiy |170.mi 
each tn rvHUtuttori fur damHKti to a window at 
Taos ICl«mi>ntary Hchoot two weuhn H.KU. Aahley 
Owens and Drntt Iluyley, tioUi IU, ulonft with the 
four youUiH, w«r« cliurKud with rolltnic a 1,000 
pound tire Ihruugh the window. 

ms Texas'article 
report truly unbiased data and 

«t reated accordUigly." 

< see Pace A-B (or oonsplete Ust of 

Qarcla, president of Zta, said this 
I Albuquerqus the firm "used itan-
lentiflo research techniques, which 
I by all reputable firms." 

n* largest polling firm In the state, 
1 In existence since IBTS. Qarcla said 
wtth speolflo questions ooncemlng 
sy is Invited to submit them to Zla In. 

of ths survey ;Tesults ran a t ' t h e 
of Ps»s r l of the March B Issue of The 
ftost as Uh adjunct to the report of the 
of venue. 
jtter signers objected to that article, 
iA "Texans get low marks . " The 
states: "Prominently featuring such 
l«, which Is guaranteed to Inflame a t 

' p«r(»nt of sU the tourists who read 
bordered Inset on your front page Is 

ous and displays tn our opinion an 
\ck ot sensitivity and Judgement 
t ." 

iuxTrey, commissioned by attomejw 
rtlndale, took place -?an. 9-i.S. m " 
a,600 telephone calls to residents of 

Taos, Union and OoUox Counties, The survey 
waa baaed on "rajidom digit dialing," a 
polling technlcgue tn which a coniputer 
selects numbers at random, etlmlnatlng 
commercial numtwirs but including unlisted 
numbers. 

Qarcla toetlfled iii court that a survey of 
tiuit alee haa an "accuracy rating of plus or 
minus 0," meaning It may be off up to S 
percent either way. 

ZUa said pollatera Interviewed 800 persons 
In Taos County, of which B9.7 percent were 
Hiapanic. 27 percent Anglo, l.lt percent 
Indian, and D percent "other". 

- in hncj -— ' 
EID checks Moly spill 
titiniHTA A twDrnan rr«>w-

friim llm |i;nvlri)iim«ritiil 
1 m p r o V n tn « n t I) I v I N t o ii 
HHiiiplitd Witt or tn the K*i(l 
fllvnr lant WHiik iifti^r a Mari;h 
V aplll tjf nnilybdontiin 
talltnKi. 

Tony Drypolchur of thc 
a t a t o ICn v l r o n m e n t a l 
Improvement Dlvlaton In 
Ssnta Fa aald he and Jerry 
Jacobl, the Kin ' s Invertlbrute 
toologlat . found ' aome 
biological effects due lo the 
spill but their Invsatlgatton is 
not complete. 

The spill occurred about 

li)::il) |> in. March 0, and the 
flow will tttopped In leas than 
one hour, rupor^ud Molycorp 
niiiiiaKur C.Il. Sacrison. 
I)rypoJ<'her aald Molycorp 
notified the KID. 

JjiHt wM'k'rt aplll of between 
?.;i lonn o( UdllnKu was due lo 
K "wear apot" In a pipe near 
lh« Goat Hill Campground. 
Drypolcher said. 

This was the 47th time In 
five years that Molycorp'- has 
reported 'spills, mostly Into 
Ihe ned River , he sa id . ^ 
Drypolcher aald during IftBOfî ^ 
five aplllii were reported, f o v ' 
Into the river, '^" 

Fight ends with arrests 

inside 
Arts B-a 
Hi Cropuaculo A-13 
Favor y contra (opinion) \ 4 
iHoroBcope B ^ 
Legal rwtlces A-IS 
Obituaries J A-18 
People ; . . . . B-« 
Que paaa (events) A-18 
Reeil estate A-18 
Record A-is 
Regional news B-1 
Sports A-a 
Want oda .A-IB 

tiorry; 
f*»ek. 

tfae TV listing did not arrive this 

Two Canon realdents were 
In Jail earlier thia week after 
a Saturday night fight a t 
Kachlna Lodge. 

Sherltf Arthur Trujlllo said 
Melvin Trujlllo. 30, and Carol 
Moya, 20, were arrested by 
Etaputies Walter Herrera and 
Toby MJera who observed 
them fighting hi the lodge 
parkins lot around midnight. 

Trujlllo and Moya drove 
away and the deputies chased 
them through town, down the 
Raton by-pasfl and back to 
Canon where they w e r e 
arreated, the .sheriff said. 

Both TruJlUo and Moya 
were cited for public fighting, 
and Trujlllo also was charged 
with reckless driving, evading 
an officer and res i s t ing 
arrest , the sheriff reported. 

Deer blamed for wreck 
COSTILLA—Joseph Mar

tinez, 30, was injured Sunday 
(March~lB)~wh<Bn "hrs'plckup 
overturned. 
. Msurtinez told State Police 
Officer Dennis Cordova that 

•Js-^ ~nfrvjK*s-tf^ing to avoid a deer 
'^ crossing State Road 8, about 

four miles Bouth of OostlUa. 

Hia pasaenger , Bernle 
Tafoya, IB. was not injured. 
• C o r d o v a 8aid"Martines,~who' 
complained of back injuries, 
was taken to HOIy Cross 
Hospital in Taoa via^the Red 
River Ambulance. .•_ ' 

Cordova said the. I n 
vestigation Is contlnuhig. 
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/ g l l C o /REGION, SPORTS, LEGAL ^ • TilKTAOHNRWrt 
Thuraday.July IS, lOHl b 

ver ' s pas t . D r i g h u m YOUOK ' " 18Un. UlKhl. tin' on«'l-(iotii Htrhool ImlU 
n-^bullt of through commuti l ty ufforts In llltB to rt!|)lm:t' n log 
on l eader s t r u c t u r e deslroyt 'd by fire. Th»^ hrlch hiilldliif; Is 

dolurlonilliiK. and lis owner will give it away . The 
Bchoolhoiist! Is tht! subject of ii title dispute between the 
town and the t^ueMtu Indfpcnthml .School District . 

isto ric buildings uncertain 
itrlct Court couldn't make it." the paatmnatur 
iltle to the said. 
ts upkeep Is Tfie school cloaed once In the 
I the Red aos, reopened In 1D30, and cloaed 
lb, and It permanently during World War 
. a site for 11. 

" \ \ was n good school." Prunly 
ilU In IBIB said. There were the usual eight 
fforts after grades tn one large room heated 
itlng school by a. coal and wood furnace In the 
rltit claims basement. "The community used 
iTOTHISnail to haul coal In from Dawaon or the 
ccordlng to men would cut wood tn tho 
t. ._, mountolnsfor fuel," Prunly snld. 

0 divulge 
hearing on 
rhiterestla 
idren of the 

to It Is 
he hearing 
Ight. 
' past, and 

f«elhig to 
•ag. - "Red 
lie achool 

jf iectarea 

, . • • ^ . -

ister Bob' 
lg the first 
lv0d at the 
y used to 

an old 
said. 

. . -lB-20-
irip from 

'JB. It was 
Hfs ofthe 

he and 
trick to 

Tliere' was no- electricity; in 
tact, the Red River area Uaelt 
lacked centrally generated power 
until ths REA drove a Une Into the 
area in 1B47. "We used to have 
Sa tu rday night dances , by 
kerosene light," Prunty recalled. 
' P r u n t y sa id the t e ache r s 

presiding over the school were 
strict disciplinarians. " I carved 
an initial on a new desk with my 

-knlffl,_ftndJ^got_a real licking with 
that teacher's belt ," he said. 

Prunty said It would aadden 
him to see It go. He would rather 
see It used as amuseunri. 

.EQUALLY historic Is the Old 
Brick Buildhig. qbVrla Young has 
heard a few stories about it. 

Her grandfather-ln-law, B.J. 
Young, built ths structure for his 

-home'ln-189S-with bricks he fired 
himself. "I t was the only brick 
building In tovm,'' she aald. 

" B.J. Young, out of Vlrglnlo by" 
way of a logging- operation In 
Twining, waa a relative of 
B r lgham Young's and Red 

from Trlnldtid l>y wiigon through 
LuBelte. 

He and his wife Sarah had 13 
children -mOHl of them nilMod tn 
thu hrick Htructure. 

"Thoy hud Uie only piano In Red 
River, and there was alnglng and 
dancing In their houae every 
Saturday night. No liquor, of 
course; they were Mormons," 
auid Ma, Young. 

Not only wiia B.J. Young a 
poatman, but hu was also an 
amateur duntlat filling In for the 
lack of the real thing. "Grandpa 
would Juat put people on his 
kUchen tablo and puil teeth," she 
aald. 

It 's not a large building. "I went 
in there aome years ago and 
thought 'Good Lord, how could 
any couple raise 13 children In 
such a little house," Mrs. Young 
said. 

The Youngs sold the place to a 
family named Clapper In the 20s. 

J^They_ran tt aa a lourlat tmlt Irt 
1020 or 192(1 a'nd they bultrcablna" 
on the grounda," Mra. Young 
said. 

After this. It fell into disuse; 
, and It haa deteriorated since. " I 
think anybody could have It, but It 
would lie extremely expensive to 
move," Ma: Youngaald. 

TIIK FATB of the Old Brick 
Building Is up tn the air. 

— Reeves - d o e s n ' t . _ w a n t i t . 
destroyed and hopos a com-
miinlty effort will be mounted to 
save tt by stripping the bricks 
from the frame and moving, only 
the skeleton and roof." Enough 
bricks wold remain In good shape 

contribute monuy," he said, 
If no action Is taken. It would be 

four yoars before the townhouae 
project reached ll. bul Reeves 
doesn't Uilnk thu building will lust 

v; 

%iut loni;. 
T^e only people who can decide 

whether elthef building l a s t s - o r 
Is worth preserving—are the 
clllzcnsotRcd River. 

" in brief ~̂  " 
I 

Tailings spill near Questa 
QUESTA-A spill July 'B-

from the the Molycorp tailings 
line was kept Irom the Red 
River by a berm mlneworkers 
built, aald Gabriel Jeantette ot 
t h e " •• E n v i r o n m e n t a l - . 
Improvement Division (EID) 
In Taos. 

The llns runs from the mine 
to Molycorp tailings dumps 
southwest. . of - Questa —High-
School. The line runs parallel 
tb SiatflTRoad-sa-and-the-RBd-
Rlver, The spill occurred when 
a pipe broke near the'Questa 
Ranger Station. Ta i l ings ran 

on to property owned by the 
U.S. Forest Service and Ellrlo 
and Moises Rael of Quests, 
Jeantette said. 
_ J.!It ran parallel to the riKgr 

: about 300 yards hut the cloroit" 
It came was about 100 yards 
from the river." Jeantette 
said. 
^He aald he couldrj't estimate 

the volume of aplll from the 
break -because -.pressure-had -
sprayed it over a wide area. 

—-Jeantet te-sald- the-mine- ls-
'required to repori such spills to 
the EID'a Water PoUution 

•Control Bureau in Santa Fe. „ . : 

:''0'Erien takes sales Helm -~r-~ 
. • A N G E L r i R B - ^ S t u a r t ' ' W 9 n first place'iri th* Bud-
O'Biien has been •apotntedV'welser. Cup , . Utah --Skiing 
soles manager , for the. Angel J Championship,' at Snow Basin 

-Flre.CorpraUon Sales Of Acs. '.-y'last year^ 
O'Brien : Is also a 

. A Salt Lake'"Clty.-hatlve, ' \ . rBpresentatlve, for -Nordica 
O'Brien Isalso;'a'Wot^d'claBs^tx>ots,'K-3 skis, and Prismatic 
skier and former sklcoaehlHe-.'poles.'TT^'."^'-•"-; ~~',~:^-^r'~'"^' 
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bin. becttiiae it'a a verified thrt-nt 
to life and property," he said. 

People who live along the river. 
Including officers of the livestock 
association and realdents o( Gur-
cia. Colo., went to Sanlii Fe for 
the Houae Appropriation Com
mittee's hearing on the bill. 

Livestock aasoclatlon president 
Ellas vigil aald he visited Santu 
Fe five or alx times, lobbying tor 
the bill, "* -^ 

The original J« million funtllng 
request was amended to III fi 
mllitan after a Deparlmenl of In 
terlor cost analy.sls wiis suh-
mitted. 

Maitnew Ln 

Mouth to mouth 
P r a c t i c e m a k e s per fec t a n d t h a t ' s why a e v e n l h - g r a d e r 
Robe r t Blanco, 13. k e e p s p r a c t i c i n g his ca r -
d l o p g l m o n a r y r e susc i t a t i on ( C P R ) t e c h n i q u e on this 
Rpsusc i -baby . B lanco w a s OHL* of m a n y s t u d e n t s w h o 
p a r t i c i p a t e d In Che four-day, i2-hoijr bas ic life s u p p o r t 
clasa at Ques t a E k ' n i c n t a r y . DL-strU't n u r s e .Mary 
H.arrison .said thp p r o g r a m w a s in i t ia ted a t the atudenlfl" 
re tnu 's t a n d Iho.sc who pas.s the c o u r s e a r e ciTllf led for 
ont' y e a r . 

Village Council claims land 
for new, safer Kiowa:B1frdge 

tJl.IKSTA-The VlllQKe Council decidiMl M.unlay 
I March 18 I lo go ahead with plains lu build a m-w 
bridge over the Ked ( t iverun Kiowit Hoiul, in .sjiili-
uf one landowner's objeclluii. 

The new bridge, whieh hits b)',.ri in the jihuining 
stages since the old one washe<l out in iyK:i (loodw, 
will replace a temporary wooden slnietiii'i' lIuil has 
been rehnilt once in the year and a half il has heeii 
the re 

Hut the new bridge will he lt)»ale<l .ihimi :.'IKI (eel 
ea.il of Ihe (•xislin^' tenipoi'iir-y hrlilge, and will 
require (our landowners In the are.i tu donali- l<i Ihr 
village Monie land and parts nf jirlvat-' mails 

Thuiigh. at'cordirig tn Mayor .John HailloLii- ,l( . 
all (our of Ihe residents In iHNIi had :ini' 1 hi 
dedicate the necessary land to the \ i!i;it;e (nr ihr 
bridge, one of theni changed hl.s mind reeenl Iy 

The village wit! claim eminent domain, hi' saiil 
"We use this as a last resort ." (Jailhnir said, •hm 

we were not able to I'ome to an agr'i'emeNi with llir 
homeowner." 

The new bridge will chani^e the loiile uf tli.-
Kiowa,Koiid. taking oui a shai'p curve and cpemri); 
It up lo larger vehicles, like school hiise.s anil main 
tenance equipment, tJailloiir said. 'Die new h[idt;i' 
will also be strong enougli lo hold lln-xi- hea \y 
vehicles, unlike the existing temporary hridcv 

(iulllour said the village, aclirig on the oni;iiial 
agreement wtlh the lando-Aiiers, has already (.'ol 
ten approval for the bridge, and has inmpleliTl 
engineering and site preparailim. 

FI(M>d money, frn/.en In IW.i. lias h e m r-i'li-,is.>d, 
und CJuL-sUi officials are looking al ri-eiivinj; 
J22S.OOOof the Jl,:i nillllun allot ed for Taos Counly 

Work on llie hi'ldge will [>rohahly have to wall un
til after the spring runud when uali-r' l>-vels recede. 
Ilie mayor said 

hi oih.T- liosiness ,ii ihi- Moiiila\' meriing, Ih'' 
('omit ll 

— .Appi'oved a ihariK*' oi'der- (or ("ommun^y 
AssoslaiHi- t 'ouinil i ( ' . \ ( ' i money left over (roni 
ihr (ormei- SK ;i pa\ ing projn 11 ompleted last fall. ' 

.•\ Ihirii of Ihe Sl^.uO" h'(l (rom the project will go 
|o hi'ljilnj: Ihe (.joesla \ol imleec l-'ire I )t-|)a rl rni-nt 
pa\ I- llie area In (ronl i>l llieir slalioii 

The village will also liavf lo < i,ii..,irMt't a traffH' 
i.sland al Ihe liilersei liori ol .\hi,i Koad and form<T 
.'̂ K .'t. lieiniid the Texai ' i elation Thi- inlfrseriion 
now miliidi-s a very sii.up aiii:li- Ihal the higtiway 
ili'pai'Imeiit ha.s said lllo^l l>i' straighleneii 

Moni'v fioMi Ihf CM ' pmji-i I will .ilso |;o for fen 
I'lrif; in two aiTi-s of land hehirnl Ihe village offires 
Illat llie I'lnllleil has decldi'il Io piii ( liase froni the 
Max HI re>;a familv 

'I'lie land will prov id.- room lm UM- village gover'-
nnii-iil lo grow, l ;ailloiir' said 

— Aji])iove)l provision o( einei-i^rnry dlspalrhirig 
'iiTvii e'- (or tin- t ' e rn i \'olunti-i-r Kire I Ji'iiaitmeiil 
'I'lie (Ifpailineril will pr'ovnli' Itn-'i' own pagers. 

— Tallied ,1 rei|iii-st (Mini llii- Taos C'abl'' 
Television -Syslem to laise Hie [•ale> for hasie cable 
ser'\ll'e fr'om SIO I-'i lo Jl 1 L'l; a moi 11)1 

The lompaiiy also ^ii\i\ .•..•\i-ii ;ireas in town a ie 
being ( r>iisiilei I'd for lull mim liori iif service. That 
deelsion will lie iiiarli- •.oiiii-lmii- in i-:!! ly May 

The Coonril lahled llli' lei|uest iirllll llie lU'Xl 
regular me*-|iiif..' A|'iii If. .-.o ihal n'^inli-nts CIHII'I 
have a I ha nie lo ie\'iew Ihe r e'|i|r>l and i ommenl. 

EID to prepare reports 
QIIKSTA - T h e s t a t e K ii-

v l r o n m e n lul I m p r o v e m e n t 
Division (KIl)l will he releasing 
Iwo comprehenHlve r epo r t s 
regarding local i l r (|ualtly ilata 
collecteiJ' throuRh~'the years by 
various agencies. 

Spurred by a meeting with 
Questa Mayor John Gaillour Jr . . 
the KID will compile a reporl of 
all available data concerning 
local air quality collected up to 
1983. Including that collected by 
Molycorp. This report wll! be 
released by April 8. 

In addition, the Air Quality 
Bureau of the EID will release a 
report of Ita . findings from a 
special dtudy conducted In the 
spring and summer of 1984. ThU 
reporl will be released by May 13. 

•The second study will Include 
analysis oLjftiDDki^QL 

deiium lalllll^;^, and nearby soil, 
as wtdl .l^ dndliiKs fiom air saiii 
plln^ al monitor's al Ihi- IIIKII 
school and the fish halehiTV 

+1til sonn- of Ihe uiayor 's. the 
Cminiil 's and the citizens' i cn . 
I'lTfis may not be addres.sed. 

"It Is Importiinl to ernphasi/c. 
again, that some of these Issues 
are highly leehiileal and loniplex 
and thai obtaining the data 
neceH.>tiiry to provide sound seletr^ 
tific conrlij.^lons about them is 
both very expensive and llme-
consumlng, • stateii Kit) deputy 
director ItUhard Holland in a 
March H letter- lo .Mayor 
Gaillour. 

In addition, the letter stated, an 
a^aesamenl of the risk factor of 
brenthing airborne molybdenum 
UillltTgs will be "dlffleull. If not 

meilK ,il ri-seaiiii ha^ not been 
i'om|)li'l<''l 

Tiiii M.oliid, Kill re);l()n;i| 
d u e l lor for- llie nur theas t 
r(ua<lr;(/ll itf Ihe - laie. said at a 
Monday i.March IHi ('(lurull 
meeting Ihat he was nol aware of 
any medical researeh being con. 
dueled al this time. 

Finally, Holland Is planning a 
• f a i r ly d e t a i l e d " l e t t e r to 
(Jaillour wiihiii the next week, 
listing" information about (he 
stalus of the proposed Guadalupe 
tailings dump site, the results of 
biological essays and toxicity 
stuities of tailings material and 
fluids, a historlciil summar>' of 
tailings spills that have affected 
the lied Illver and a summarv of 

tak'-n bv.-lhe EII ) ' , 

EN zoning 
circulates a 

By Matthew IJl 
EAGLE .NEST-The I'lannlng 

and Zoning Commission la clr 
cu lat Ing a pe iu ion a m o n g 
homeowners who live outside 
village limits, to gel their ap
proval for annexation of their 
land. 

The petition will allow the 23 
county residents a chance lo 
voire their opinion on the mat ter 
of annexation, said Harvey Ken-
ner of the commission. 

Thia form ot annexa t i on 
through petition \a known aa 
"friendly annexation" and • la 
based on a general consensus of 
those Involved, said Kenner 
- (Jnly 55 percent of the 23 

homeowners need lu sign to make 
i( a valid peiilion Kenner Is con
fident that unanirmius approval Is 
possible. 

One problem the commission 
ant ic ipates ts many of the 
homeowners whose signatures 
are dPHired are not full-time 
residents. II will he necessary to 

In brief 
Comments â  

A I.' .S. Hureau of Land Manag 
iuialyzlng the potential environm-
uf Moiycorp's tailings disposal pla 
the Cjuadalupe Mountains Is now 
public Inspectlnn, 

Motyrorp has proposed a pre 
.around 200 million tons of waste 
faeUfCy (o be conslnjcled In a 
(Juadalupi' Mountains, about threi 
(fiesta. 

Tu'o -lOO-JOO foot-high rock fll 
proposed to contain a 1.320-acre 
area where the waate would be ato 

The Environmental Assesamei 
the Albuquerque district office Of 
be reviewed by Ihe public at the ' 
Area Office. Montevideo I'laza bu 
Alia Koad. 7 45 a.m.-1:30 p m., M< 

Archuletafii 
Qt, 'ESTA-Thc school board h 

margin, has decided not to renew ' 
superuUendenl Gilbert Archulet-q 
school year. 

Citing a desire to change the d 
school district, the board made i, 
ter listening to opinions for an 
renewal of Archuleta's contract. 

People In favor of keeping Arc 
ted a petition with 4M s lgn^ures 
supporting the superintendent.^-

Archuleta has been the Queata 
Superintendent for the last eight y 
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Molj^corp e m p l o y e e A d e l m o H e r r e r a from 
|iyo Seco Is p u m p i n g m o l y b d m i u m ta i l ings 

c l ean ing up a f t e r M o n d a y m o r n i n g ip l l l . TTi« 
spill d u m p e d a ton of t a i l i ngs In the a r e a . 

Spill 
floods 
ditch 

By Sammy Lupei 
Q U k S T A - A lon of molyb

denum tailings spilled Into the 
south Irrigation ditch here early 
Monday morning (April 221. 

The spill, on forest service land 
two mUes south of the ranger 
station, filled the local ditch with 
•Uver-Gotored water for a mile. 

It Is the second tailings spill In
io the south ditch this year. 
'̂  Leroy Apodaca. Moly marmger 
ol administrat ive services, said a 
coupUng slipped on one of the 
three pIpUnes that transport 
tailings from the mill to the 
ta i l ings ponda southwest of 
Questa at about d:4Sa.m. 

Moly workers are were on the 
s i te T u e s d a y pumping the 
tailings from a roadway. They 
were to s ta r t cleaning the ditch 
this week with the help of a local. 
contraeter. 

Apodaca said clean up would be 
finished In two or three daya If the 
ground Is dry. 

Uoyd Varela. president uf 
Q u e s t a C l t i i e n s D i t c h 
AMoctatlon, Is not happy. He auid 
the cleaning and repair has not 
been up to par . 

The association has iOO mem-
b e n and provides Irrigation 
wate r for 600 acres . Two main dit
ches run north and south. The 
south ditch water Is diverted 
trom the Red River above the 
r&nfer station and flows back In
to thp r iver a t the bridge on the 
main lilchway south of town. 

The ditches do not have 
t r r tn tUt t l water tn Iftem now, but 

' ' tUruaoelAt lbh hopes to have the 
.mtorr.liunHK».on_ln..early^Jl^y.-
Run-off from the snow melt keeps 
• email amount of water In the 
dtt<A, which farmers uaa to w^ter 
ttveetock. 

Varela would like to ace the 
cleanup of the tailings spills Im-

fa. Hs said In the past the 
talUngs, the residue left over 
when molybedenum Is removed 
lk*om the ore, have been placed on 

Pleaee see 8P1I.L, V»Kf A-2 

Mayor promises road timing 
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La Serna considers 
land development 

By Karen Koe 
A one-mile atrip of aagebruah 

between the Francisco Martinet 
ditch and Plcurla Mountain may 
be the key lo future plana of the 
Ul Serna P'rivate I-and Grant 
Assoctalion, ^ ^ 

That la. If enough landownera 
who want lo pool their holdings 
cun be found. 

The Idea of developing the 
co r r ido r has a l r e a d y been 
discussed by the association's 
governing board, along with ad
joining l andowners Melvin 
WelmtT and Peter McAtee, said 
ftttornpy J im Brandenburg. 

He said the grant association 
haa made a tentative agreement 
with Welmer to lookt lnto the 
possibility of Incorporating the 
varUHia holdings. 

The association'a govern ing 
board is trying to d f ^ a com
plete picture of ownerdhtp for thc 
17,0O0.m-re grunt, moat of which 
Ls owned In strips or linrus that 
have been passed down from 
gcnenition. 

IfJinUowncra a re stilt being 
urged to preseni their deeds to 
thc board for verification of the 
exact umount of their property, 
and. In some cases, lo eaUibllsh 
the actual ownership. 

Only o n e - q u a r t e r of the 
estlmaled 17B Iundown(?rs liirnvii 
(Hit March 17 to have their dee<is 

SPILL 

checked, said Amadeo Valerto, 
board president. He urged grant 
residents In Ranches. Talpa. Loa 
Cordovas ancl Llano Quemado to 
contact to call 758-8237. 758-3647, 
758-MB8, 758-2511 or 758-9228 for 
more Information. 

No progress toward board_»lec-
tlona or future plans can be made 
until all deeds are checked, 
Valerlosatd. 

But Brandenburg Is quick to 
point out thaf. long-term develop
ment Is " f a r a w a y . " 

"They don't even know If they 
can put together enough people lo 
actually have an association that 
can apeak tor enough people to 
actually make it worthwhile," he 
commented. 

As It ia now, Brandenburg com
mented, "most of the land out 
there la not worth very much." 
Hut If there were enough in
t e r e s t e d l a n d o w n e r a , the 
uasoclaillon could Incorporate and 
dealgnato thU' one-mlle area for 
communal development, he said. 

"If I owned a alrlp out there 
that waa three feet wide and ran 
for tour miles, I could never uae 
It, Unless 1 want to build a three-
foot path all the way to the lop of 
the IMcurIa," he explained. 

One year ago thia monlh, the 
CYtstubal cle lu .Serna grant was 
di-ciared private by District 
Judge Joseph K. C^aldwell. 

Cttntlnuod from I'uge A-1 

ditch banks. 

During a strong rain tallinga 
are Washed back. Into the ditch. 
Also Molycorp sometimes digs 
the ditchea deeper than required 
making 11 liard to divert wnter In
to the fields, Varela said. 

Ap|K)cadu Buld h« did not know 
the association wnn unhappy and 
Is willing tu work wtth them to 

correct any problems. 
M o l y c o r p la r e p l a c i n g 

headgateu ihut were Installed af-
ti-r an earlier tailings spill. The 
firat headgaica were made of 
aluel pipe and were cuusing 
problema. The steel heudgates 
are lo be replacud with concrete 
galea by May 1. 

In lOHi there was three Inltlnga 
spills, two Into the lied Illver. 

Varelu Is also a Queatu sixth 
und seven th g r a d e acience 
teacher who furma 40 ocr«H. 

Morales pleads to auto theft 
<'harleM Anlhony Moraliia Is 

being held In Taos Counly Jail on 
auto theft charges. He la also 
cha rged with fleeing town 
policeman Lon Romero. 

Moralea pleaded not guilty to 
bfTtti'^(jharf*«-itt*'r«iffHrt-Hem?rt 

Mondny (April 22). Tho uulo wnn 
allegedly atolen from Mary Cor-
bett Aprils . 

Diatrlct Judge Joseph E. Cald
well set bond ut (10.000 caah or 

"120,000 property. ' • 

Culvert control 
John Hanron 

Flood ing h a s b e e n r e p o r t e d In P i l a r a n d m i n o r flooding 
repor ted-M R a n c h i t o s , E l P r a d o , Ar royo Seco. KI Sal to and 
Ar royo Hondo . Above , the w a t e r s of the Rio Hondo funnel 
Into u c u l v e r t t h a t coun ty c r e w s had re in forced T h u r s d a y , 
April 18. • 
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Pauline Vargas top se 
Pauline Vargas, Taos Educational Center 's 

"walking encyclopedia" Is 1985 secretary of the 
year. 

Vargaa, who has worked for alx dlrectora In 
hrr I'i years at the center, knowa the Ins and outs 
of student ulde, academic requirements and ad
missions policies. 

So says her current boss. Bob Romero who 
typed her nomination form himself. 

Romero recommended Vargas because of her 
dozen years of service to higher education. 

She Is marr ied to Town of Taos sireet auper-
vlHor Leroy Vorgas and has two sons, Davey and 
l>«roy J r . 

Lorelta Joan Tafoya. secretary to Taoa High 
SchcMl's three counselors, won second place; 
and Dlano Romero, secretary to Jose Itodrlqucr 
at the I 'aos Association for Retarded Cltliens 
won third. 

All win a host of prizes donated by Taoa mer
chants, 

Tafoya Is not just..Uie counselors ' secretary, 

her bosses wrote, but 
school. Ask her abot 
spirits of any of THS 
probably tell you. 

They commend he 
lunch hour and Irei 
diplomatically. 

And she has out 
system. 

She waa nomlnateC 
Isabel Gonzales and / 

Romero goes beyo 
retarded citizens'" pr 
clients from Peruisc 
can't . 

She Is marr ied to I 
Ul roe-year-old daugh 

Her boss writes she I 
for 10 staff members 
11 boord members . 

And. he adds, "a t t 
manages toaml le . " 

FREE PROTEOTION 
& YEAR/36,000 MILE on thee 

of Sue 
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Moly spills 
into river 

ainmy Lope^ 

In 
(b-
m-
up 

P luzu f lower beds S a t u r d a y (Apri l 271. T h e W o m e n ' s 
DIvLslon of the C h a m b e r uf C o m m e r c e Is footlriK Uu' bill for 
m a n y of the m a t e r i a l s for beaut l f Ica t ion of the Pluzu this 
sp r ing . 

Judge moves trial 
to Colfax County 

By BlUk-Blatr-' 
QUESTA—Some 1.7 tona of 

molybdenum tailings spilled into 
the Red River April 24, the second 
spill within the week, 

A aplll AprU 22 d u m ^ d one ton 
of tailings Into an Irrigation dllch. 

Hut s t a t e o f f i c i a l s und 
Molycorp officials ure optlmlstlc 
that new pipelines will put an end 
lo future spills. 

John Gould, scientist with the 
a t a t e E n v i r o n m e n t a l lm-
provement Division, aald the new 
U-lnch, mbber-lined pipea muy 
solve Uie spill problem. 

So did Moly environmentalist 
Lee Lockle, who pointed out that 
In the four spills within the last 
year, none have been from the 
new pipelines. 

Under a consent decree atgncd 
In Aiigii.st. Il>8], Moly haa unlU 
Oct. I to replace all Its old t2-lnch 
IIiicH from the mill lo the Queala 
ItimgiT Station. 

The latest spill was from an old 
line nea r Cottonwood Cam-
pground-

Moly tailings line patrol spotted 
the spill at 10:35 a.m.. Lockle 

'^aald, and the tallinga were diver
ted within 20 minutes from the fir
st leak. ' 

The Red River Plah Hatchery 
wuB notified by radio. Gould aald. 
The hatchery la closed for 
renovation. It Is not known 
whether any fish were In the pon
ds, which feed off the Red River. , 

Locke saJd Moly may finish in
stalling the new pipelines before 
Oct I. She aald. In response tothe 
s(ills. the mine Is rotating pipes 
mure frequently und building up 
earth berms between the pipes 
imd the river. 

Both Moly and the EID sam
pled Uie river the day of the spill 
tu aee If the tailing^, which con
tain residue from molybdenum 
mining, polluted the r ive r . 
Ilesults were expected by Friday 
(Muy 3). 

Locke suld Ihe company Is 
walling for tJie ground lo dry 
before finishing clean-up on the 
April 23 trrlgallon ditch spill. 

VeU> Vlalpando of Questu. 
charged with vehicular homicide 
In Uie i luuthofTaos bualnes.mimn 
Itlchord Grainger, will sUind 
trial InKuton. 

Diatrlct Judge t.oon Kaielllz 
Monday (April 201 granted his 
defense at torney 's mollon to 
move Uie trial otit of THOH 
because of ncwapuper |iubllrlly 

They had sought U» move Die 
trial U) llio Arriba (.'(xirily. bul 
Karelltz moved it Instead lo 
Colfax County, which is also In 
he Eighth Judicial Dlslrlel mid 

where hia principal benrli in 
located, 

V The trial la set for .July li 
Karol lLc said the ent i re fleeiHlon 

Inich ('f>lltdi'd Dec tfl 
driven by Grainger 
(Canyon. 

Defenae attorney a also in-
lr*Hlured the Thc Tiiim Nrui.i' 
year.end review In which Taos 
newspeople rated DWl among the 
top HI at^trlua of Uie year. 

Tlie Judge declined lo allow 
subml.HHion of un .nfddavlt from u 
Tao.Heno .tlullng llial lie believed 
Vlaljiando could not gel a fulr 
Irlal In Taos. 

Tlie onlv affldavll allowed was 
one from Mammy I,ope?;, biiHlnesH 
mannger of TUr Tim-i .Wi-ir.i. who 
verified Ihut the newapuper 
r ea r lies l>fl pe rcen t of the 
IiouaehoUis In tlie Tuoa C'(Minty-

A r U B-2 
Business A-10 
Calendar C-4 
El Crepusculo A-9 
Pavory contra (opinion) . . A-4 
Moroiicopu C-ia 
I^'gul noUces A-II 
l o i t e r s A-4 
Ohltuurlea A-12 
l'eoj)le II-.1 
Iteiil esLiite A l S 
Record A-10 
llegliinul news B-1 — 
Sporta A-fl 
Television ClO 
Wantuda A-I2 
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Newtrails 
for experts 

Maimew Lll 
A R E A ' S D R E W . lUUVCKI 

R E D RIVER —Expert skiers 
will be able to achuss down 15' 
new acres of expert trails at the
Red River Ski Area when thc 
snow files. % 

Improvements are^also being 
made on existing runa 

New tralla being cut this sum
mer, at a cost nf J25.000, will In
crease expert sklng frum 15 lo 2R 
porcent uf the int^ntaln. said 
Drew Judyckl. arV% eo-owner. 
Smaller branches will connect 
two new trails being cleared 
with exslsting runs, he said 

One of the new trulls for this 
year will sendee u chalrlifl. 
planned for nexI year ' s Im-
provements. Other new runs (nr 
1087 a re on the drawing board 

Work on the current project 
started toward the end of June, 
and Judyckl expect.s trail work 
to be fim.shed by ThaiiksgivJng 
Day. the scheduled opening-
date. 

With a snowmaker that cun 

cover 75 percent' of t h e ' a r e a . 
Judyckl said he* pretty much 
guarantees the Thanksgtolng 
opening date. 

Other work this summer Is 
keeping crewa busy handling lift 
and trail maintenance and 
overall sprucing up. 

.Seeding und revegetation Is 
being done on~60 acres of the 
area Hevegetatioii work always 
accompanies any trull work that 
Is done. Judyckl suld, 

Judyckl Is impressed wtth the 
fauna Ihut summer brings to the 
mountnin. Revegetation helps 
ensure Ils reluni each summer 

The stund of grass here Is 
"phenomenul." he said while 
louring the area Friday (Aug. 
2). 

Judyckl Is also concerned 
with the re tum of skiers to his 
slopes this coming ucaaon. To 
ensure- that skiers flock back. 
Judyckl said thc dally rate will 
be raised only ( I . 

EID, Questa citizens tour sites 
Q U E S T A - T h e Concerneil 

Citizens of Questa showed suite 
environmental is ts last week 
what they consider evidence 
that Molycorp ian't living up lo 
Its clalma of protecting the en. 
vlronmenl. 

A f o u r - h o u r m e e t i n g , 
preceedliig u lour, gave citizens, 
villuge councilmen und st^htxtl 
bourd members a chance to on
ce again air their,cuncernH und 
ask questions of EnvlronmvnUtl 
Improvement Division officials 

Molycorp officials said they 
were not Inriormed uf the 
meeting, nor was unycine from 
the company Invited 

The KID calle.l Molycorp af
ter tbe meeting lo inform the 
company the agency hud at
tended the meeting 'That 's ull 
we know, " said LeUny Apodaca, 
munuKer of iiflmlnlHlratlve ser
vices. 

Members of the iMtlzena Kmup 
made it clear Uiat they're not 
for closing the mine, Tbey say 

they undersUind what the mine 
means to the Queata economy, 
but they want lo aee Molycorp 
take a stronger Interest In the 
heallh und welfare of Questa 
citlzima. 

"We're nnt agulnat the mine," 
•lald George Wetsa, a member of 
the group. "We're untl-pollutlon 
and Molycorp Is a |)olluter." 

Molycorp apends .less lhan 
one-half of one percent on 
keeping the tmvlronmont clean, 
Htalea the two-page agenda for 

the July 31 meeting. 

THE TOUIl.included a view of 
Uie pipelines, acequias and the 
high achool. 

Molybdenum ULlllngs were 
found lying along river banks, 
Wild Kathleen .Slsneros, hureap 
chief of the aurfaee water 
bureau. 

Plraa« fuw nU.ST. Papce H-2 

Mom, sister v̂ âit to hear fate of kin 
Ry Matthew LU 

Q U E S T A - B e c k y u n d M e r c y 
Maacarenas still hold hopi- for relatives 
missing since Dec. 2 aomcwherc In 
Gundalajani , Mexico. 

Since the abduction of Henjumln und 
Palrlcia Maacarenan of Ely. Nev . Ihal'a 
all sinter Becky and mnlher Mercy 
Mascarenan have been able to do. 

Walling, hoping lo hear some new acrap 
_Dtdnformallon to-f Ind-comfort inr&rtd then 

wnliing some more, 
Tho Mascarenas and another couple 

Were abducled one Sunday morning from u 
Guadalajara l ^ e e t by a group of men, 
TJioy have not been heard frnm Blnce, nnr 
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Protective 
W o r k e r s f rom J -H Supp ly , In AIbuquerqu« , h a v e b e e n 
busy ins ta l l ing 37,4(X) feet, or rough ly seven mi l e s , of 
g u a r d r a i l on the aldi^a of US 64 be tween Taos a n d the 
Moreno Val ley . The Ins ta l la t ion of g u a r d r a i l s t h r o u g h 

the c a n y o n Is hoped to m a k e t r a v e l b e t w e e n T a o s a n d 
the va l l ey a s a f e r p r o s p e c t . T w o "lO-mile s t r e t c h e s 
t h rough the c a n y o n h a v e b e e n d e s i g n a t e d the s ix th a n d 
s e v e n t h moat d a n g e r o u s s t r e t c h e s of r u r a l h ighway. 

DUST— Members can ski for free 
Continued from Page B-l 

"The mater ial waa deposited 
right on the bank. I'm con-
Cemed that the mater ia l will 
find Us way back Into the 
acequia," said Slsneros. 

-Concerned citizens fear that 
dual from a nearby taUlngs 
pond, known as Turquoise Lake, 
could be affecting atudents' 
health. On windy days dust 
causes extremely low visibility 
at the school and Francis Quin-
tana, director of InstrucUon for 
QuestAt wants to know what ef
fect, If any, the dust haa on 
ktudents. 

ANGEL F I R E - Y o u cnn ski 
one day free on a new Ski New 
Mexico Pass proposed by a akl 
promotion group. 

New Mexico North and Ski 
New Mexico, akl promoUon 
groups, announced Tuesday 
(Aug. 6) that In the future they 
will work together on tourism 
ef for t s -and unveiled the Ski 
New Mexico Pasa. 

Drew . Judyckl. president of 
Ski New Mexico, officially an
nounced the birth of the Ski New 
M e x i c o Pnaa , sn ld Don 
BorReson. of ihe New Mexico 
North group. 

It will be available to mem

bers and will enUUe them to one 
free ski day at each of the 10 ski 
a reas throughout New Mexico. 

The Idea Is lo encourage 
membership In Ski New Mexico, 
aald Judyckl. In tum, members 
will be encouraged to travel to 
other ski a reas and try them 
out, he added. - - — 

Thp posalbUlty of New Mexico 
North and Ski New Mexico 
Joining together for cooperative 
advert ising and lobbying the 
l eg i s la tu re was also discussed. 

Becauae of cuts made in the 
T o u r i s m a n d E c o n o m i c 
Development budget during the 
Legislature 's last session. New 

Mexico North Is Interested in 
more lobbying, possibly with 
o t h e r — t o u r i s m — a g e n c i e s -
throughout the state, Borgeson 
said. 

In other business the group: 
-Discussed new procedures 

to get s tate matching funds for 
-advert is ing; — — — 

— Began prepar ing for ad 
-p rograms . The northern region 

has tentatively been allocated 
M60.000 for this fiscal year ; 

- S c h e d u l e d mee t ings for 
Sept. 30 at the Plaza at Angel 
Fire. New Mexico North wUl 
meet a t lO a.m. and Ski New^ 
Mexico will meet at noon. 

Dan Salter, D.D.S, 
Is pleased to announce that 

Tom Simms, D.D.S. 
has assumed his practice of 

.Genera! Dentistry 
at 650 N. Pueblo Rd. 
Taos, New Mexico 

75e-8801 

Moreno Valley Recreation 
Associat ion 

First Annual SoftballTournament 
- --_August:23c24:.&.25: 

.:--: In Angel. Fire at Angel Fire 
Softball Fields — -

• "C" 'Dlvr3Ton'&"Recfe'atlon''On1y: 
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THE TAOS NEWS Thursda 

T . St^Wflter 

' A mixture "of .wa te r and 
ndne taitiogs sbot 50 M t in 
t h e air^ Thofsday ( Jan . 11) 
when a wo i t e f punctured a 
Molycorp tailingB pipe in the 
Red River Canyon a few miles 
below theMoWeorp mine. 

Lei:Dy ApodacaT^ director of 
administrative services for 
Molyoorpi-said a worker wa« ' 
using a loader to mpve •_ olu 
slurry pipe away from an ac- ' 
c«8s road when the loader's 
buc&et accidentally pierced the 
working pipe under a gravel 
d m e w a y . 

Apodaca said the water and 
.^•' tailings shot out ofthe approxi

mately two-inch-by-four-inch 
hole for about two hours. The 
flow to the pipe was turned off 

- - a t the mine when" the acdden t . 
was reported, but the pipe then 
mus t drain beyond the liole 
before the flow stops. ^ 

Mos t ' o f t h c - t a i l i n g s — f t a t " 
shot out of the pipe were 
caught in a small pond. The 
pond was one of several built 
along the pipeline specifically 
to catch leaks. However, some 
of the mixture bypassed the , 
jKjnd and contaminat«i a 
neafby acequia. The mixture 
flowed downstream about a 

——quarter of a.Tni!e where it was 
stopped "^y a small earthen 
dam. The loader that pierced 

- the f>Tpe w^s also used to build 
* -. the dam. 

Richard ' Perkins, water 
resource specialist with the 
•staUr BhVironmental IiTiprove-
m e n t Division, said tha t Moly-

Thls pond caught most of the spilled tailings sluiry. 

•corp is responsible for cleanup 
ofthe spilledtail ings. 

Apodaca said t ha t the tail
ings were hot toxic. He said 
when tailings were acciden
tally released trout in the Rsd 
River could be suffocated by 
the silL 

He said tha t al though there 
were heavy metals and toxic 
substances in the tailings, they 
are not found in sufficient 
quanti t ies t^ be dangerous. 

Roberto Vigil, a mfeml:>er of 
Concerned Citizens of Questa 

and Cerro, was concerned 
about the effort of Molycorp in 
cleaning up the spill. 

"I think Molycorp has a min
imalist attitude. They oniy do 
as liLtle as possible to get by," 
Vigil said. 

" Dale Fulkerson 

Apodaca said the cleanup 
has already s tar ted on the 
road. fC 

Cleanup on the acequia will 
s tar t as soon as a contractor is 
hired and the ground dries 
enough to allow equipment in. 

1 T7^ , • 
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ia in 1 aos 
lOved the trial to Taos. I t is scheduled to be-
strict court here . — 
one of the reasons u ie tr ial was moved was 
>f calling a jury panel large enough from 
jury, A survey done for the defense showed 
'Ie surveyed in Colfax and Union counties, 

' the Braun Case, and only eight replied 
mid get a fair trial in Raton. 

tession to the shooting of Valdez a t his 
i r ing will be allowed as evidence. 
1 hearing, deputy sheriff Charles Duran of 
led t h a t he had had a discussion with 
king him back to the Colfax County jail the 
oting. 
\ raun told h im Valdez had been ordered on 
once in the back of the head and then shot 

lied over. 
led tha t a t various times during the drive 
1, "I leave no witnesses" and "1 might as 
ihot the lady" and "You know I can deny 
•t told you." 
Uow motions by the defense requesting a 
luation for Braun, a motion to allow Braun 
was deemed necessary and a motion allow-
wear s t reet clothes nnd not be shackled 

r laboratory 
ib-

it-
nd 
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should be concerned tha t the new 
laboratory will bring more radioactive 
pollution to the region's air nnd more 
trucks loaded with radioactive 
muteriuls to the area 's highways. 

Pa r t of the local disappointment 
may stem from what nt firat was 
perceived as a positive overture from 
Tom Rush of the laboratory's project 
office. Rush asked thc Concerned Citi
zens to help him set up a public forum, 
and members say Rush agreed to hold 
a panel discussion May 12. 

After locals reserved apace for the 
meeting and began publicity, 
Loughead'"called Morrison to say tho 
panel discussion was canceled and a 
May 9 public meeting had boon sched
uled instead. At t ha t Lime, Morrison 
said Loughead told him the DOK had 
"decided tha t it is not in our interest Lo 
participate in a debate format." 

"We want to know what the DOK is 
afraid of," said Flo Walker of thc 
Concerned Citizens. "All we want is to 
set up nn open forum where people can 
henr both sides of the issue and decide 
for themselves what they think." 

the rural road 
part with "in-kind" acrvicns, such aa 
hiring bus drivers and using county 
personnel as staff. 

Each van will make four round Lrip.i 
doily Lo Questa and Peflnsco. Tha firBt 
route, from Taoa to tho Moly mine, bo-
(^ins uL Si-IG a.m., goes t o t h e mine, 
re turns to tho Questa Parish Hall and 
from there back Lo Taos arriving ot tho 
county courthouse a t about Ti-lO a.m. 

For schedules or to request a pick-

Joe Vigil and Leroy Raol Investigate acequia filled with tailings slurry. 

Old tailings line spills 
2,000 gallons on fields 

Friday the thir teenth was n()t a 
lucky (iny for Molycorp. 

Good Friday, April 13. juat aa a 
press release lauding Unocal's cen
tury-old "commiLmont to the 
environment" wns loaviiig the 
corporation's 1.OH Ain;elea 
hcadijuarterH, an old tailings pipe 
broke near downtown Questa dumping 
about 2,000 gallons of molybdenum 
tailings, filling a nearby irrigation 
ditch and fouling four or five acres of 
farmland. The Molycorp molybdenum 
mine in the Red Rivor Canyon is a Un
ocal subflidinry. 

Molycorp spokesman Leroy Apoducu 
said it was about -10 minutes from the 
Lime the break occurred unLiI Lhu flow 
could be stopped. 

Leroy Kael, whose acequia waa 
clogged by the spill, said "people arc 
pretty upset." 

Rac! said the tailin(,'3 coated nnd 
penetrated Lhe boLLom of the nccquia, 
nnd he claimed LhnL his Holds will not 
bo irrigable this year because ofthe ac
cident. 

Questa onvironmontjilist Joe Vigil 
agreed. "Their spill prevenLion is not 
working. Thia will novcr be tho eamo 

Apodaca disagreed, saying crews 
were at work cleaning thc acequias 
with backhoes and shovels and tha t 
fields will be restored "to the satisfac
tion ofthe owners." •* 

Groundwater is not- threatened", 
Apodaca .said, and the state's Environ
mental Improvement Division has 
been rjotified. 

Rael has not allowed Molycorp 
personnel on his property to work or 
survey tho damage, Apodaca said. 

The pipe tha t broke had simply 
worn out, Apodaca aaid. The mine has 
been working to replace aging pipes 
since it reopened last May'af ler being 
dormant for three years, Apodaca said 
each section of aging pipe is being 
removed to check its condition, but 
that many old sections remain to be 
checked. . ; * . • . .y.̂  ' 

Apodaca said it is difficult to know 
which sections will wear out because 
turbulence in the pipes causes 
premature wear in unpredictable plac
es. 

Wlien the pipe burst , tailings began 
flowing into tho nearby acequia, Raol 
aaid. From there, it flowed over the 
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Dale Fulkofson 

g the dusty trail 
'jlley's now covered wagon rolled down Botxral Pass inlo 
)r Saturday momlhg (April 28). Bailey bought tho wagon 
mules (rom Hefidrix Sprlngfiokl of Springtown, Texas. 
t Worth, with the stipulation that Sprlngfiold deliver Ihe 
nti mules lo Red River. Springtiokj decided to drive Iho 
'rtngfleid and his brother, Curtis, left Springtown April 7, 
ie as far as AmarJIk) where Fred Whitbock took his piaco 
st o( the trip. In all It took 21 days for Sprlngliold and his 
ms !o make the 612-miie journey to Rod Rivor. At lolt, 
ly feeda a carrot to Kat* the mule. 
. • I M L . M I X H ' •• •• > • • • • 1 . . I M . . . 1 . . . ! . . 

igbill 
Injured workers 
strain county assets 
By Dick Behnko 
Staff Writer 

Taos County faces a finan
cial crisis t ha t could cause a 
massive layoff of county em
ployees or a "tremendous 
reduction of services," said 
Julia Valerio, acting county 
manager. 

Taos County owes the New 
Mexico Association of Counties 
$467,000 in worker's compen
sation insurance payments 
that must be paid by May 25. 
To pay tha t amount before the 
new fiscal year would throw 
the money-tight county into an 
almost unmanageable position, 
said Carmen Medina, county 
finance manager. 

Taos County is not alone in 
Lhe problem of worker's com-
pcnsaLion, said Larry Lethgo of 
Lhe New Mexico Association of 

Counties, the group t ha t 
oversees t he statewide 
insurance pool. Thirteen of 
New Mexico's counties have 
deficits in the insurance pool, 
but Taos County's ia larger 
than any except giant Berna
lillo County's. 

Gov. Garrey Carru thers is 
considering calling a special 
session of the Legislature on 
the problem of worker's com
pensation. 

Figured on the number of 
employees, Taos County's 
problem is the largest in Qie 
state, Lethgo said. Bernalillo 
County h a s hundreds more 
employees than Taos. Prom 
July 1987 to July 1989. Taos 
County's worker's compensa
tion claims exceeded ita pay
ments into the insurance fund 

Pl8as« Ma BILl^ Paga A-2 

Third moly spill 
shuts down mill 
By Bryan Welch 
Staff Writer 

QUESTA — The Molycorp" 
molylxlenum mine will shut 
down its mill, ofTicials said 
Tuesday (May 1), until 3,700 
feet of pipe can be replaced in 

line* thnt Ceiled Monday night . 
(April 30) for tho third t ime 
thia yeor. 

Mine officials also admit ted 
Ihut contractors have twice 
dumped spilled tailings in in
appropriate locations this year, 
once on a s ta te highway 
depar tment right of way and 

^rd 
nalnod in Kyea's coat 
•n a t his home. 
heco's estimation, an 
dlegedly lied to investi-
1 two people. 
ipaper lie reported a 

once on land adjacent to 
Cabresto Creek. 

Ar private landowner 
apparently believed* the right 
of way was his land, according 
to Molycorp environmental 
coordinator Scott ,Vail, and 
asked to use the tailings as fill 
material . The Cabresto Creek 
property "belwiged ' f o ' - ' i 
etfhcracttir hli^d to clean up a 
spill. In both cases; Vail Boia 
Molycorp was unaware of the 
dumping until ofler the fhct " 7 

'*We won't let t h a t happen 
again," Vail aaid. 

PiMw — SPtLU Page A-2 

Consiultant 
ponders 
new jail 
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by $352,(K)0. The association wants 
the county to pay $314,000 of t ha t 
amount, plus the $152,000 contribu
tion to stay in the pool next year. 

Representatives of the county have 
already met with membere of the asso
ciation's board of directors to try and 
work out a payment plan. They will 
get an answer May 24 on whether or 
not the county mus t pay the $467,000 
all a t once or can make payments , 
Valerio said. 

In 1987 Taos joined with other coun
ties in the state to provide a worker's 
compensation pool in order to reduce 
high coats of obtaining insurance from 
a private company. In 1987, Taos' 
contribution to the pool was $61,000. 
In 1988, the contribution went to 
$72,000. By 1989, Taos contribution 
was up to $94,000. 

Taos' number of claims per em
ployee was the highest in the state, 
Medina said, and claims raise the 
amount the county mus t contribute. 

Presently, 11 of the 105 full-time 
employees are receiving worker's com
pensation. Tha t ia slightly over 10 

percent of all county employees receiv* 
/ ing worker's compensation. 

All 11 employees-woric-in—three 
county depar tments , t he road 
department, tne emergency services 
depar tment and the sherifTs office. All 
departments mus t contribute from 
their individual budgets toward the 
worker's compensation. 

The road depar tment has $even 
receiving compensation, ^ e ambu
lance has three and the sheriffs ofTice 
one. 

Of the seven road depar tment em
ployees receiving compensation three 
are actually back a t work, but a re still 
receiving medical benefits. The other 
four are out of work and being paid 
medical benefits and salary. 

Of the 11 cases, nine a re for back 
injuries, one for knee injuries "and one 
for injuries received in a gas line explo
sion. 

"Our proposal is to p a y them 
$125,000 now and the balance in the 
new fiscal year (which begins Ju ly 1)," 
Medina said. 

Medina also said the board wanted 
Lo know what the county intends to do 
about reducing claims. 

. „One- sugge stiofTwaB .to H r e a ^ y e t y 
officer, Valerio said. -:-"-••- —^'.-i^.v:; 

T h e r e is also the idea of bringji^g 
the people back and,liave them do figfil" 
work," Valerio said. T h e sherifTs dep
uty, for example, could be a d ispatcher 
or the guys in the road depar tment 
could answer the phone or do filing." 

The county is also looking at mak
ing job applicants sign a pre-employ
ment medical form. 

In all cases, people were hired by 
the depar tments .to replace those 
receiving worker's compensation. Jobs 
needed doing, depar tment heads said, 
and "we weren't aware we were going 
to be assessed like that ," Medina said. 

Should the association's board reject 
the county's plan, Valerio and Medina 
are already looking a t a way of paying 
the association by taking a flat 10 
percent off the top of all county 
depar tment budgets, 12 percent from 
the sheriff, road depar tment and am
bulance. 

"We have a $400,000 budget," said 
Sheriff Felipe Cordova. T h a t ' s a 
reduction of $42,000. That 's two depu
ties' salaries. 

SPILL 
Continued from Pegs A-1 

Pipes have failed three times thia 
year in the Red River Canyon and 
downtown Questa, flpoding acequias 
and pastures with molybdenum tail
ings. 

The last pipe failure affected about 
four acres of farmland in Queata'a 
Embargo Road area, near downtown, 
at 11:45 Monday night. Vail snid the 
pipes are wearing out due to abrasion. 

Tailings are pulverized rock from 
thc company's underground mine tha t 
are mixed with water to form a s l u n y 
that can be piped to disposal ponds 
west of Questa. 

Vail said operators at thc mill no
ticed the pressure in the line drop and 
shut down the line within 15 minutes 

afler the break occurred. 
Tailings slurry covered property be

longing to Filemon Rael, Raul Mon
toya and Frank Montoya, according to 
Joe Vigil of the Concerned Citizens of 
Questa, a watchdog group critical of 
mine operations. 

An April 13 line failure also covered 
Raol'a property and filled a nearby 
acequia. Rael ia a Molycorp employee. 
In January , a spill in the Red River 
Canyon filled IOO yards of an acequia 
before it was stopped in a retention 
pond. 

SLuart Custle, chief of thc s ta te 
EnvironmenLal Improvement Divi
sion's groundwater bureau, aaid the 
atate ia concerned tha t a spill could 
pollute the Red River or tha t tailings 

might percolate down through the soil 
into the groundwater. Mine taiiings 
could raise either the mineral content 
or the total dissolved solids in ground
water. Castle said, either of which 
would make the water undrinkable, -

He said he could not say for sure 
how long pas ture land covered with 
tailings would take to recover to full 
productivity, bu t tha t "it will probably 
be several years." 

Vail said Molycorp contractors are 
cleaning the contaminated land ,wi th 
backhoes and road graders , trying to 
remove as little of the topsoil as possi
ble. 

ITe said the mill will probably be 
shut down for about a week. 

Vigil said thc tailings spills are 
"devastating" to farmland. 

Managers promise to keep mine open 
QUESTA—• Moiycorp officials vowed April 24 tliat they 

will not shut down the molybdenum mine. • 
The mine, which reopened in May 1989 is oporuLing at 

less than 50 percent capacity and a $1 million annual defi-

services,'•We are hei-erpr the durat ion; fve aro not looking 
for a shutdown." • • ' _ ' ••, j . ' ' 

•Apodaca confirmed t h r t « 'potcntlul buvors, including • 
l-'uropeana, looked at Moiycorp during iLs Lnrce-ycar shuL-
down, but said Unocal, tho paront company, is not actively 
seeking buyers now. 

The mine's 230 employees each received a $1,078 bonus 
in FnbruaiV for increased pro<luctiviLy und safety und low 
abBonteciam. This year 's payroll will Iw $8.5 million, na 
compared to a $30 million payroll when the mine closed in 

1986. Miners went back to work with salaries 28 percent 
below pre-shutdown levels. 

Molybdenum, an agont uaed to harden steel, is selling 
for $3.25 a pound now, A price of $3.60 a pound would al-

> " ' _ |- . . . . • •> : ' ^ \ •* : " / ' • . ' . • - ; • . • : H i . " . ; i ' '•-' 

Moly officidU ond tiWviWinnidritallstii'dis'iU8aed''*vayB df 
reclaiming 300 acres of tailings ponds west of Questa 
during a public-relations tour, and ways to lesson the ef
fect of a proposed now tailings disposal site in the saddle 
of Guadalupe Mountain , jus t weat ofthe current ponds. 

Town manager Gus Cordova offered to give Molycorp 
free sludge from tho town's sewage t rea tment plant to 
help create topsoil on top ofthe tailings dumps. 

1' 
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/^AH 3 ' 90 
eariy > Keyoolds had the foresight and courage to 
declare _-<; Rio Grande a basin and to 'hold all water 
users to the same, strict s tandards. In the development-
oriented 1950s, strict water laws were a gutsy proposal. 

Once the acequias banded together to lobby Gov. 
Toney Anaya to remove Reynolds from perhaps the 
state 's more powerful office. "They-were, thankfully, un
successful. 

While other appointed officials changed their views 
with New Mexico's political tides, Reynolds served under 
10 chief executives and stuck to his guns. This was be
cause he was eminently knowledable of water law and 
unchallengably honest. Taosefios close to water negotia
tions say he imbued his staff with that same sense of fair 
play and professionalism. 

He had ' t ha t rare ability to separate issues from 
personalities, and this earned bim the respect of many of 
his Taos opponehtsTMore importantly, he had the capac
ity to keep politics out of watec appropriations. He onc^ 
told a friend, "Ifyou like the way the state has allocated 
liquor licenses, you would love water allocation if politics 
got involved." 

This week Taosefios are remembering not the state 
engineer who shut off the water to the Milagro beanfield. 
The man we remember today is the one who helped the 
Town of Taos acquire 400 acre-feet ofwater from the San 
Juan-Chama Diversion Project and who was working 
with Taos County in its quest for 1,000 acre-feet more. 

He knew tha t without large amounts of water held in 
storage in Taos County, the acequia systems would dry 
up of their own accord as agricultural rights are sold to 
developers. He knew that farmers cannot always resist 
when developers offer them high prices for water rights 
and for their irrigated land. 

Perhaps Reynolds' way was the best way to tend the 
beanfield afler all. 

Have a drink 
Molycorp e nvi rorun en talis t Scott Vail set a standard 

for the public-relations officials of Northern Xew Mexico 
last week when he volunteered, for the benefit of TV 
news cameras, to eat some tailings slurry- tha t had es
caped a broken pipe and inundated nearby acequias and 
fields. 

He was demonstrating, he Sciid, how relatively 
harmless the slurry was. 

Whether you are convinced by the demonstration, it ' is 
impressive. 

Perhaps someone from the Department of Energy 
could give a similar demonstration vrith a plutonium 
highball and help us rest more easily with the radioac
tive f-difirp Af frtfl Alftmr« ritint/ îKnvp nnr Iry^al ô-̂ -̂  

a i Forum 
Dig and dump 

Editor: 
Regarding Moiycorp's commitment to a 

clean environment — what a joke. An
other spill from their rotten pipes has 
occurred. Although this clown named 
Vail says it was a small spill, it is the 
largest and the most devastating to date. 

Yes, Roy Rael is upset. You see, the 
water source for his livestock was con
taminated. After Leroy Apodaca commit
ted Molycoi^'s water tank to haul fresh 
water for Roy's cattle Lhen finding out it 
was the same tank being used in the 
spill's cleanup efforts, I say that's poor 
public relations to say the least. 

Now Molycorp seems to have lost 
directions to the tailing ponds. They are 
spreading Lhe contaminated material 
from their cleanup all over town. Tm 
surprised they didn't haul it off to the 
Cerro dump. I find it hard Lo believe that 
we can be fined $100 or more for littering 
the side of a State Highway, yet Molycorp 
can dump tons of waste all over the place 
and nothing is said. 

Molycorp is like a cat — dig a hole, 
dump their crap, cover it a little and hope 
nobody smells it. It is a dirty shame they 
evfe.-i eat their own waste like Scott Vail 
did in fi-ont ofthe TV camera. I hope he 
got a bad case of diarrhea like Ro/s cows 
did. . 

Recently, in Caiifomia, Unocal, Moiy
corp's parent company, lost a $5.5 million 
lawsuit for polluting. Yet in Questa while 
they celebrate Earth Day on one side of 
town, on the othe,r side they are trying 
hard, even at night, to hide their waste. I 
do believe another $5.5 million or more 
for this area is more than appropriate. • 

JOE VIGIL 
Cerro 

Right prices 
Editof: 

In last week's The Taos News there 
was an advertisement placed by U.S. Ca
nine Training Specialists, Inc., stating 
that it cost "$25 to $50" to adopt a pet at 
the animal shelter, ',> 

Actually the charge is $20 to $40'de
pending on whether it is a cat or a dog 
and the sex of the animal. The add also 
says to ask the shelter staff if a discount 
arrangement has been made with local 
veterinarians for spaying or neutering 
the pet. This is not necessary, as the 
charge, for adoption includes neutering 
and spaying fees, and this arrangement 
is honored by.all Uie local veterianarians. 

It will be appreciated if you will pub
lish a correction. 

EDWIN BEWLEY 
Taos Animal Shelter, Inc. 

The Taos News we 
dence to the Forum. Let 
nal, less than 200 wor 
hand-signed by the at 
columns must be limitet 

Please include youi 
Preference will be given 
not wish lo withhold th 

Submissions may be 
Address your letter to 

News. Box U. Taos. N.M 

Save a 
Editor: 

Make every day Ea 
quart or two of watei 
flush your toilet by plac 
down into the cabinet 
flushing unit — not an 
other Idnd. A quart pi 
vrill do just fine in mos 
will anything that <i 
water and does not diss< 

Think of the hundrec 
gallons of water that v 
every household in Ta 
brick in the toilet, or tl 
Ions that would be sav 
procedure were follower 
hold in the United StaU 
as those cabinets ar< 
water-saving in mind. 

RP. DICKEY 
Taos 

The alchemy of horsehide anc 
In ancient seasons, en

sconced in shadowy dugouts, 
wfc as a species undoubtedly 
.pent long afternoons picking 
i ri sects from on e another's 
l.acksides. The most in
dustrious of our forbearers 
were, however, more tuned to 
hits than nits. Some moLhers 
and faLhers even lhen pa
tiently instructed their off
spring in Lhe art of selecting 
and honing a balanced club so 
that Lhe kid mighL one day hit 

Your 
turn 

A Richard 
del Castillo 

we want and need, that is to 
say, Lhe game of baseball itself 
So don't pity the palookas and 
chumettes who fail to get rich 

League diamonds, keep in 
mind that most umpires 
harbor deep atavisms when it 
comes to baseball bats. Umps 
are thrbwbacks from the word 
go. They do not like aluminum. 
The sound emitted firom a 
metal bat tells no story. The 
ball could be anywhere, and it 
usually is. 

Who doubts that in the 
umpire's reveries between, and 
sometimes during, pitches, the 

My pi aye 
know that Is 
best. They a 
When the ^ 
wear, they c 
shoe polish_t< 

Maybe a 
should be inj 
lecture. The * 
get them woi 
sweet spot u 
four inches d 
of the barrel. 

TVio r \ \ r n 
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Molycorp tailings 
rupture line again 
By Patrick Henry 
Staff Writer 

The sixth tailings spill in 
seven months dumped about 
1,500 gallons of molybdenum 
tailings into a holding pit a t 
lhe Molycorp molybdenum 
mine in the Red River Canyon 
Friday morning (May 25). 

Like the five other spills 
tha t have occurred since the 
mine's mill began pumping 
slurry to tailings ponds west of 
Questa in October, Friday's 
spill was the result of u burs t 
pipe. 

"No waLercourses were af-
fectod l)y the spill," said mine 
manager David Shoemaker. 

The spiil, which lasted 
about 20 minuLes, was caused 
by a rupture in a worn section 
of pipe which had been sctn^d-
ulcd for testing l)uL had not 
boon reached sinc(- niainte-
nanco crews were bu.sy focus
ing on pipelines whirli wcrir 
closer Lo river ]ir(Mis and 
privaLe properLies. 

"Clean up will consist of 
removing tailings from the 
roads and from local patches of 
uncultivated grassland af
fected by the spray," Shoe
maker said. 

Two recent.^spills in April 
forced Molycorp to shut down 
an entire length of pipe until 
worn sections were replaced 
wiLh Lhe now pipe. Molycorp of
ficials believed they had 
removed all Lhe weakened sec-
Lions, and they were in Lho 
process of checking each sec
tion in Lhe 27 milefs of pipeline 
when last week's spill 
occu TTed. 

Molycorp is in tho pro'cess of 
switching Lheir enLire pipeline 
sysLein Lo rublx-'r-linod pipe, a 
project esLimaled to cost $3 
niillidii, according Lo mine 
spoki sTiiun IxToy Apodaca. 
The plan has Iwen to spread 
Llie cosL ovc-r a long period of 
Liin(̂  while ))ayinf; special aL-
Leriticin Lo Lhosc sections of pipe 
that fire niosL likely Lo hursL, 
Apodac-ii said. 

Five fatalities i 
By Dale Fulkerson 
Staff Writer 

At least 12 people died on 
New Mexico roads over the 
long Memorial Day weekend, 
five of them in Taos County. 

Scott Greever, ' 16, of 
Amarillo, Texas died Saturday 
morning (May 26) when the 
all-terrain-vehicle he was rid
ing reportedly struck a water 
diversion on Forest Service 
Road 70 near Angel Fire. The 
vehicle overturned and 
crushed Greever. The police 
report says he died en route to 
Holy Cross Hospital. 

Robert Sandoval, 3̂ 9, of Es-
partola, died earlK Sunday 
morning (May 27) when his 
motorcycle apparently lefl the 
road and went into the river 
jusL wesl of Red River. Evi
dence suggosLs Ihat Sandoval 
did not die insLantly aa his 
nioLorcyclo was sill ing uprighL 
in the river on its kickstand. 
Sandovara body was found a l 8 
a.m. almut 25 yards 
dowiisLream. 

The cause of Sandoval's 

death is still under inv 
tion. 

Leonard D. Ledoux, 2 
Pamela D. Bowman, 31 
of Cimarron, died E 
afternoon sometime bet\ 
and 5 p.m. when the 
Honda motorcycle they 
riding went over an en 
ment east of Red River. 

The police report sa 
motorcycle was apparen 
ing too fast to make a cu 
State Road 578. They s 
the dirt shoulder then pi 
down the embankment, 
were pronounced dead 
scene. 

Manuel Cisneros, 28, 
ta, apparently died 
injuries he received wh( 
car left the road alx 
quarter-mile south of Pi 
State Road 68 at about 1 
Authorities said that Cis 
car apparently rolled 
several times before coir, 
rost upside down on thc 
of the Rio Grande. Ci 
was pinned under the c; 

Cisneros died early M 
morning (May 28). 

Trees look lovely and make vital oxyge 
By Lucille Qulntana 
Third in a series 

"I think that I shall never see 
A poem lovely a.s a trve. " 

So saya the pooL and in wevfiral mnn^ 
sexy similes — somoLiiiws KpiriLiial — hr 
poura out his lovo, coiulndiiig: 

"I'wm.H are made hy ftxih likv riif. 
liut only Otni can make a (nw." 

Ho that as iL may, you and I tan help do 
Lhe [..ord'a work by planting the acorns or 
moving an ill-placed cotton W()(M1 frnm 
where it has aprurig from a Lap rodL to 
whore it will shado^our liorms. 

Kipling was well ahead of his time. 
Trees aro now Lop ruiws. Ke(or('sLatioii is a 
growing concern. According Lo World 
Watch Magazinr, "one largo and ahiidy 
tree can aave a Inunemaker up to $7.') a 
year in air-condiLiiaiinj; l)illH — and 100 
milliun troea could knock a hofly S-t billion, 
oif Lhe nation's e r i o r ^ billn." Tell your 
air-conditioned friends. 

TreeH an; really important aourcos of 

±-Tierra Madre 
(ixygi'ii for Lhe planot'a aLniosphoro aa our 
incrciisinj; use of gasoline and othor forma 
of I iH.Tgy is decreasing the oxygen content 
of the atmosphere una replacing tha t life-
giving ga.s with carlwn dioxide, 

Slranj;ely enough, one way we can help 
save Lhe forests that are being slashed 
down is Lo eat losa moat! '* 

Tliousanda of acres of trees an; being 
cut -— and often burned right on Lhe spot 
— to provide South American land to raiae 
becCor Lo raise grain to feed animals. 
, Tlie expertg^J.5n US a steer conaumes 16 
poiindu of graid or aoybouns to gain jus t 
one pound of w o i ^ t . How much Ixittor off 
we wouhl be if we simply ate tho grains 

and seeds. Not only are they 
nuLriLioua, but they don't contain thi 
mal (at tha t causes hear t disease. 

' "Stop tho killing" is the rallying t 
Malcolm Brown, well-known Taoa ii 
builder and environmental activi.^ 
long-time vegetarian — and an GXCO[ 
ally healthy man — Drown believe 
cnn nil make a significant contributi 
Lho henUh of tho planet — and our-^ 
— by reducing moat consumption. 

Consider cultivating a tree or twi 
axiom of today's environmental move 
is, T h e best tree you'll ever plant i 
one you plant today!" 
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Molycorp spills again 
By Bryan Welch 
Staff Writer 

Molycorp pipelines carrying liquefied mine 
tailings through Questa burst for Lhe sevenLh 
time in the past year Nov. 19, filling nearly half a 
mile ofa nearby irrigation ditch with mud. 

Mine manager Dave Shoemaker aLLribuled the 
break to a mistake made by crews replacing the 
tailings line's. He said crews must have replaced 
the wrong section of pipe during recent improve
ments to the line, allowing a weak line to remain 
in use and eventually to fail. 

Joe Vigil, a resident of nearby Cerro who has 
been a watchdog for mine affairs, said he expects 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
to live up to a commitment to fine the mine for 
the repeated spills. 

Officials of the state's Environmental Improve
ment Division, which oversees the mine for the 
EPA, did not re turn phone calls from this news
paper. 

Since the mine reopened last fall. Shoemaker 
said 375 sections of pipe have been replaced, in

cluding about 30 percent of the line through 
town, at a cost of $750,000. In addition, crews 
from the mine have measured every section ofthe 
pipeline from the mine in Red River Canyon to 
tailings disposal ponds west of Questa, a project 
that consumed more than 2,000 man hours. 

Eventually, the entire line will be replaced 
with new, durable, rubber-lined pipe. Shoemaker 
said. 

He said crews would immediately begin re-
moasuring the entire pipeline. I t should take a 
six-person crew about two months to finish tho 
project. 

He said local contractors have been hired to 
hand-clean the Questa South Ditch with shovels. 
in order to protect the ditch from damage that 
might be caused by heavy equipment. About 12 
people are at work on the project, according to 
project manager L-eroy Apodaca, and they should 
be done by the end ofthis week. 

Apodaca said re-doing the pipe survey will 
probably cost Lhe mine abouL $250,000. 

"We really regret this incident," Shoemaker 
said. 

Teacher, union sue district 
By Julie Mullen 
S|af[ Writer 

Ann MacNaughton and tho 
Taos Federation of United 
School Employees (T-FUSE) 
arc suing Lhe Taos Board of 
Education in district court 
claiming ihe former teacher 
was not allowed to comploLo 
the district's formal grievance 
procedure. 

MacNaughton was termi
nated by the district a t the end 
ofthe last school year. She aaid 
the district alleged that she 
was difficult to work with and 
that she didn't adequately 
perform her duties as a 
teacher. She denied thoae alle
gations. 

District ofilcials refused to 
comment on their decision not 
to renew MacNaugh ton's 
contract. 

Tho suit is based on a 
grievance filed by MacNaugh
ton on May 3, s ta t ing tha t sho 
was unhappy with the way an 
evaluation had been conducted 
prior to her termination. 

Grievance proceedings must 
follow a set of guidelines laid 
out irTthe collective bargaining 
agreement between the school 
diBtri(:t and the union. During 

Lhe grievance process, a res
ponse from MacNaughton was 
rcjocLcd by the superintendent 
because it was allegedly lute, 
and Lho grievance waa declared 
"null and void." MacNaughton 
said her response waa not late 
antl requosLed arbilraLion. The 
superinLendent refused. 

According to the collective 
bargaining agreement, a 
grievance may bo discontinued 
because ofa Inte response, but 
MacNaughton and T-FUSE al
lege tha t the super intendent 
does not have that authority. 
Their poaition is tha t the issue 
should go to arbitration. 

MacNaughton and T-FUSE 
filed a Complaint to Compel 
Arbitration (3ct. 10 in district 
court. Tho complaint s ta tes the 
school board refuaed to comply 
with the guidelines of their col
lective bargaining agreement 
with T-FUSE. 

Following the initiation of 
her grievance procedure, Mac
Naughton, who h a s been 
teaching in tho Taos Bchools 
Binco 1979, was given notice of 
termination. She appealed 
under s tate law, and the 
mat ter was brought ' to 
arbitration. The arbi t rators 
upheld the school board's deci

sion to terminate the teacher. 
"This is the union's lawsuit,"-

MacNaughton said. "I won't 
gain anything from it. I'm do
ing it to provide other teachers 
wiLh job securiLy." 

Paul Broome, aLlorney for 
the Now Mexico Federation of 
Teachers, the parent organiza
tion of T-FUSE, said the issuo 
in thc lawsuit is whether one 
party in a grievance procedure 
con unilaterally end the 
process, even if a response 
from the other party is late. 
'The question is whether tho 
achool board has the right to 
suspend or abort the grievance 
procedure." 

John Kennedy, of Simon, 
Cuddy and Friedman in Sonta 
Fe, attorneys for the Toos 
school district, aaid, "I believe 
the school board acted in good 
faith and followed thc terms of 
the collective bargaining 
agreement." 

The school district filed an 
Answer to Complaint to Com
pel Arbitration on Nov. 26. It 
requests a dismissal ofthe case 
because MacNaughton is no 
longer 'a ' school employee and 
therefore cannot pursue a 
grievance. • * w 

, • • 
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Cold steel 
Wilh Kachina Peak as "a I 
Ruegg, lift maintenance su 
Ski Valloy. uses a rope lo rel 
works high on ono of tho Uf 
the new chairlifl Saturday (̂  
dubbed Seventh Heaven, wll 
the back side ol the mount 
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Widespread flooding 
adisaster 

By Jess Wllllarris 
Sta« Writer 

"We were lucky." 
That's how county manager 

Ambrose Mascareflas summed up last 
week's flooding d a m a ^ in light of the 
fact that no loss of numan life was 
reported. 

While it's still too early to get an ex
act figure on damage, Mascarertaa esti
mated upwards of $500,000 in damage 
to bridges and roads throughout the 
county, particularly in the valleys 
around Peflasco. 

In PeAasco, he said, three county 
bridges valued at $100,000 each were 
destroyed by the flood. Another bridge 
in Arroyo Hondo will require extensive 

renovation once the waters recede. 
In addition, he said several private 

bridges ^yere washed out, leaving some 
families in the county stranded. Tho 
U.S. National Guard provided equip
ment to reach stranded homes. 

Tlicre was a scare in Pefiasco that 
septic tank leakage caused b^ the 
downpour and overflowed river might 
have contaminated the town well, 
Mascarefias said, but investigators 
from the state's Environmental 
Improvement Division did an inspec
tion and declared the water safe. 

For two days while the infipecjtions 
were underway, drinking water was 
trucked into PoAasco from Taos. At 
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Molycorp pipes 
spill slurry again 
By Elain* Querry 
Staff Writer 

About two dozen workers have boon 
cleaning up 20,000 gallons of chalky 
clay-like ilurry fVom a pipeline spill at 
Quanta'i Molycorp mine. 
""' :The spill — one of the largest in the 
mine's history — occurred at'G:21 p.m. 
May 21. It is tha lixth slurry spill from 
Ui«.»t(aMinmjBipeUnwJiiwriKv,.m^^^ 

• yeoo#n«dmthaAMofl889. .*"*" 
Three private contractors and the 

-mine claanup'erew are dredging up the 
iailingt thia week. The project, should 

'Uka-10 dayerinlna ofHoIals said, and it 
belns monitored by the New Mexico 
Environmental Improvement Division. 

As of Tuesday (May 28). two-thirds 
of the ditch wai clean ana water was 
running to the upper portion of the 

^ditchjBie.ftcequis r M ' ^ P * ^ * ^ ^ ^^ ' " 
ftill operation hy today, 

An omplovoe who lives near the 
pipeline notified the mine manage
ment ofthe spill. The pipeline was im
mediately shut down while damage 
was assessed to the acequia and 
cloan-up operations were begun. 

The tailings, which coiMist of 40 
percent solid crushed rock and 60 
percent water, backwashed 76 yards 
up the Questa Citizen's South EHtch 
and then, ran 1.5 miles down the ditch. 
The non-toxio tlurry theii'riin down It' 
•mall feeder ditch and onto a roadway. 
That area wai cleaned immediately, 
said Leroy Apodoca, Molycorp. spokes
man^ . -

There were 14 people Irrigating 
fVom the ditch at the time ofthe spill 
out of a total of 26 water-right owners 
on the aceauia. 

T h e priority (of the clean-up) ie to 

••' Piei ie see MOLYCORPrPiar A ' - 2 — ™ 

-Pomp, circumstance and hug 
Adrian Vlgtl, right, gets a hug (rom an unldentifi 
ceremonies at Taos High's Anaya Reld Saturdc 
mask the toy on his (ace or that of his friends a: 
dents graduatod (rom Taos High School. 

•w^ jn :o4 T ^ ^ - » * ^ T L l % _ # \ n 'm%^^£n4'4r% Vfl u ^ f a - g ^ 
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to work following the acadent 
Gallegos' reinstatement at a salary 

of around $20,000 a year, along with 
an undisclosed ainount of cash, is part 
of the settlement reach by his 
attorneys and the Risk Management 
Division of-the state govemment. 

"When the town denied me a 
hearing, I sued," Gallegos said Tues
day. "It was finally settled in April." 

Cordova said Gallegos was not given 
a hearing because his violation of pol
icy did not require one. 

"Now^ because' of the recent 
Loudermilk decision by the U.S. 
Supreme Court, his case would have 
called for a hearing," Cordova said. 

Both Gallegos and Cordova would 
ndt comment on the amount of cash in-

svolved, but Cordova said the money 
would not come out ofthe town. 

"Risk . Management, as our 
insurance company, handled the case 
and agreed to the settlement,'* Cordova 
said. He also didn't think the town's 
premiums would rise "because we have 

haidve/y few claims.'̂  • >-r;^:,n'' 
. GaHegbs also has A suit p^ding in 

DistridlXourt against theJViUage of 
Questa, where he was not rehired as 
police chief when newly elected mayor. 
Lawrence Gallegos took office. 

*They would only say it was tor bud
get reasons," Tommy Gallegos said. "I 
got a letter of appreciation for a job 
well done, but never notice of termina
tion." 

Gallegos said the court date is set 
for November. 

Schools aim at cost 
By Jess Williams 
Staff Writer 

Sfcv,.• ':^L^.r^'"'\ , 'A- •••'>I .. ' 4 - ^ 4 ^ ^ 

The Taos Public Schools last 
year spent $374,000 on 
electricity, but the board of ed
ucation has promised to pay for 
a project designed to take the 
bite out of that bill. 

Arlone Martinez, business 
manager for the district, told 
the board last week that work 
on a retrofit project at the high 
school to convert its heat to 
natural gas is underway and 
could be completed as early as 
Sept. 1 ofthis year. 

Using 60 percent matching 
funds from the New Mexico 
Department of Energy and 
Minerals, Martinez said the 
district will invest about 
$200,000 of its own money into 
the project. 

She estimated thfe project 
will save the district about 
$60,000 a year in fuel costs, 
paying for itself within less 
than five years. 

Work began on the outside 
of the buildings in May, but 
most ofthe intensive work will 
happen during the summer 
months, she said. 

MOLYCORP-

joler to try to roach his e5-year-old mother 
washed out. 

J 0 u Willlsmt 

to three months, Mas* 
sriassaid. 
n fact,' Mascareflas said 
mstruction of all the 
ihed-out county bridges 
Id take three months or 

due to engineering as-
.nts planned to reinforce 
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srwise protect them from 
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clean the irrigation ditch, to al
low access to downstream 
users," Apodoca said. 

The exact cause of the spill, 
has yet to be determined, but a 
sudden surge in the Hne 
pressure probably caused the 
coupling to break, said Moly
corp manager David Shoe
maker. The incident is under 
investigation. 

*The spill was caused by 
pressure, but we don't know 
what caused the pressure," 
Apodoca said. T t s reallv 
frustrating. We've been physi
cally inspecting the line, and 
we don't nave any worn pipe in 
the system.' 

through the Pefiasco valloy 
this summer — probably 
during July — to make it 
deeper, and wider in trouble 
spots. 

MascareAas , said county 
workers used slabs of concrete 
removed fVom the courthouse 
complex sidewalk during reno
vation to shore up the Rio , . , ,„ ^ , .r ̂  

•'KfBbTC""1^ol?^"**bv?i^oWing—combed tmrr-the-epill-tilfr-the—-Theeasement ftr the pipes 
__ ^__ jvators threatened homos and ftUowlng day and are.wortdng tuns across' Forest Service, 

plans to livestock Just below State Road, "^vith MolycorjrirtenitortnJ^he • -Molycorp and private 
channel 75. " 'spllrdrt a dAlly basis.-No flrte»—jh^perties.—~ " 

have been assessed until the fi
nal report on the incident is 
completed. ThatToport isn't ex
pected for ano^er week or so, 
said Judith Espinosa, an EID 
employee. 

'The inspectors, she said are 
continuing to inspect the area, 
take pictures, sample liquids 
and monitor any surface water. 

"We were trying to sample 
the rivflr (the day following the 
spill), but it was difficult be
cause it was running so high 
and fast," Gspinosa said. "A lot 
of concerned citizens called our 
emergency line Tuesday 
night' 

The ruptured pipe was one 
ofthree that carrv the tailings 
nine miles fVom the processing 

Statrf" EID inspectors—mill to the slurry pond. 
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